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"he following order with respect t^ further pnrocoodings on thi 
inet organizetions and thi policotions of membere thereof to bc 
his bucn ndootcd by the Tribunal. 


the Tribun.l dir:cts that Sounsel for the Defendant Org 
entitled to visit any Civilian Internment Cam rison 
, Privon or .nelosure .or other place where mom ' tho Org.niz 
ar to bo found in th. four Zontes Jf necupetion 01 
pplications under Article 9 of the Charter havi buon 
jur»oso of sclucting witnosscg to b. brought to 0 
on the criminal or non-criminel charactor of the accus 


2. An Officer shall be pointed to accompuny 
or other 2l.c.e whose duty shld! be to .naurc tha 
re afforded acccss to membre of .ccus. d Org nizations int 
lib.rtv ona that subject to se curity regulations they eh 11 
itics for consultation with any persons they j 
witnesses nd ho shll render cvcry assistanc 
unfettered ecloction. In addition th. said offic 
control and limit us dirceted by the Tribunal th 
bu brought to Nurnboureg. 
3. In th. selcetion of such witn ssi t 
Counsel for the D.fonec sh ll have regar 
posecesing knowl d; j f m ttore relevant to the 
character of th "mizitions as provided in 
4, Whi heec persons heave boin brought 
fre. access to them for the purpos : 
Counsil desire to coll as witn esc8 bif’ ] Tribun 
ny of thim thy dceirc to cx min fore a Commission 
minution befor. a Commissioner Couns f' ho Defons 
‘osccution shll hove tho usu l rights ' ex. mination, cross 
nd ro-ox mination and evidence: ken sh. 11 dod by thi 
The Commissioner shall be Lt. Colonel Neuv nl he shall 
heur evidence in Nurnberg or in oxceotion«l cascs clecwher 
diser tion and shall recommend to the Tribunal suitabl 
vopointca Assistant Commissioners if th. neecssity 
This Order sh.1l be carricd out uncer the dir ction of Lt Colonel 
A. M. S. Neave, in collaboration with the Offic. ' the General Scorotory 
and subject to neccesary sccurity rogul.tions. 


: Aftor such sclection of oral witn.ssce 
persons Counsel y wooly to the Tribunal for 1 
Oral witnusbes d to offer thc evidence of the persing 
that thiir ovid. ie rc.lovont and not cumulative. 
b. untitl.d to apply to tho Tribun.l to 8024 
CBC 


6 (a) In this procccding evidence is consideru 
buars upon the following iesucs! 


(1) huthcr tho Organization or group charged consisted 
substantially of on ugeürog tion of persons sharing goncral ceonmon 
purpose to engage in activity defined as crimin:l under rticle 6 of the 
Charter, and, in this connection, what the aims, tasks, activitics, 
methods, structure and component parts of th Organization were; 
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(2) “hethcr membership in the Org.niz:tion or group was 
€encr. lly voluntary or the result of physic 1 compulsion of lege 


l decree; 


(3) Whether the purposes or .ctivitios of the Orgunization 
or group, defined .s criminal unier ;rticlo 6 of the Ch.rter, were open 
wi notorious or otherwise gencr lly known t^ the members, so th.t its 
membership in general may justly be held to have hai knowledge of them 
ut some relevant time. 


(b) Evidence is not considered to bc relevant in this prococ.in 
which be.rs only on whether : particular iniividusl was 
involuntary member or whether he was or was not 
purpose ani innocent of criminal activity, 


8 
voluntary or 
ignorant of criminal 


(c) While the Tribunal has concluded that evidence m y be taken 
bo.rinz on the issues defined in paragraph 6(a) hcreof, it reserves its 
jugement is to the materiality of cach of these issucs in the determination 


of th. criminality of grouns or Organizations undor Article 9 of the 
Ch: rter 
Vee - ^ 


7. Nothing in this Order sh 11 effect the rights ^f tho Prosecution 
Defense under Article 24 (E) of the Charter. 


Y 
1 


Ve lle MITCHELL 4 
Brigadier General, U. S. army 
General Secretary 


0001-8 tos 
all Judges 
Chief Prosecutors (Cept, Wurmser) 
British Secretary 
French Scerctury 
Soviet Secretary 
Major Colem.n 
Colonel Ray 
Colonel Ncave 
Major Paulson 
Mr. Villey 
File 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 


Office of 
The General Secretary 13 March 1946 


NOTICE TO BE POSTED ON BULLETIN BOARD IN DEFENDANTS! 
INFORMATION ROOM 


The following order with respect to further proceedings on the charge 
against organizations and the applications of members thereof to be heard 
hes been adopted by the Tribunal. 


l. The Tribunal directs that Counsel for the Defendant Orgenizations 
shall be entitled to visit any Civilian Internment Camp, Prisoner of War 
Camp, Prison or Enclosure or other place where members of the Organizations 
are to be found in the four zones of occupation of Germany and from which 
applications under Article 9 of the Charter have been received, for the 
purpose of selecting witnesses to be brought to Nurnberg to give evidence 
on the criminal or non-criminal character of the accused Organizations. 


2. An Officer shall be appointed to accompany Defense Counsel to 
Camps or other places whose duty shall be to ensure that Defense Counsel 
are afforded access to members of accused Organizations interned or at 
liberty and that subject to security regulations they shall receive facil- 
ities for consultation with any persons they may desire to select as 
witnesses and he shall render every assistance that may permit e free and 
unfettered selection. In addition the seid officer shall have power to 
control and limit as directed by the Tribunal the number of witnesses to 
be brought to Nurnberg. 


3. In the selection of such witnesses the Tribunal directs that 
Counsel for the Defense shall have regard only to the choice of persons 
possessing knowledge of matters relevant to the criminal or non—criminal 
character of the Organizations as provided in paragraph 6 hereunder. 


4, When these persons have been brought to Nurnberg Counsel shall 
have free access to them for the purpose of ascertaining which if any of 
them Counsel desire to call as witnesses before the Tribunal and which 
if any of them they desire to examine before a Commissioner. At such 
examination before a Commissioner Counsel for the Defense and for the 
Prosecution shall have the usual rights of examination, cross-examination, 
end re-examination and evidence taken shall be recorded by the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner shall be Lt. Colonel Neave and he shall have power to 
hear evidence in Nurnberg or in exceptional cases elsewhere et his 
discretion and shall recommend to the Tribunal suiteble persons to be 
appointed Assistant Commissioners if the necessity should erise. 

This Order shall be carried out under the direction of Lt. Colonel 
A. M. S. Neave, in collaboration with the Office of the General Secretary 
and subject to necessary security regulations. 


5. After such selection of oral witnesses and examination of other 
persons Counsel may apply to the Tribunal for leave to call the selected 
orel witnesses and to offer the evidence of the persons examined provided 
that their evidence is relevant and not cumulative. Counsel shall also 
be entitled to apply to the Tribunal to send interrogatories in appropriate 
cases. 


6 (a) In this proceeding evidence is considered to be relevant which 
bears upon the following issues: 


(1) Whether the Orgenization or group charged consisted 
substantially of an aggregation of persons sharing a general common 
purpose to engage in activity defined as criminal under Article 6 of the 
Charter, and, in this connection, what the aims, tasks, activities, 
methods, structure and component parts of the Organization were; 





H2740 — 0005 


(2) Whether membership in the Organization or group was 
generally voluntary or the result of physical compulsion or legal decree; 


(8) Whether the purposes or activities of the Orgenization 
or group, defined as criminal under Article 6 of the Charter, were open 
and notorious or otherwise generally known to the members, so that its 
membership in general may justly be held to have had knowledge of them 
at some relevant time. 


(b) Evidence is not considered to be relevant in this proceeding 
which bears only on whether & particular individual was a voluntary or 
involuntary member or whether he was or was not ignorant of criminal 
purpose and innocent of criminal activity. 


(c) While the Tribunal has concluded that evidence may be taken 
bearing on the issues defined in paragraph 6(a) hereof, it reserves its 
judgment as to the materiality of each of these issues in the determination 
of the criminality of groups or Organizations under Article 9 of the 
Charter. 


7. Nothing in this Order shall affect the rights of the Prosecution 
or Defense under Article 24 (E) of the Charter. 


/s/ V. L. Mitchell, 


W. L, MITCHELL 
Brigadier General, U. S. Army 
General Secretary 


Copies to; 
All Judges 
Chief Prosecutors (Capt. Wurmser) 
British Secretary 
French Secretary 
Soviet Secretary 
Major Coleman 
Colonel Ray 
Colonel Neave 
Major Paulson 
Mr. Willey 
File 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 


Office of 
The General Secretary 13 March 1946 


BE POSTE EFEND 
HOTICE To BE POSTUD ok PIRE JOAN, AX ITED 


The following order with respect to further proceedings on the charge 
against orgenizations and the applications of members thereof to be heard 
has been adopted by the Tribunal. 


1. The Tribunal directs that Counsel for the Defendant Organizations 
shall be entitled to visit any Civilian Internment Camp, Prisoner of War 
Camp, Prison or Enclosure or other place where members of the Organizations 
are to be found in the four zones of occupation of Germany and from which 
applications under Article 9 of the Charter have been received, for the 
purpose of selecting witnesses to be brought to Nurnberg to give evidence 
on the criminal or non-criminal character of the accused Organizations. 


2. An Officer shall be appointed to accompany Defense Counsel to 
Camps or other places whose duty shall be to ensure that Defense Counsel 
are afforded access to members of accused Organizations interned or at 
liberty and that subject to security regulations they shall receive facil- 
ities for consultation with any persons they may desire to select as 
witnesses and he shall render every assistance that may permit a free and 
unfettered selection. In addition the said officer shall have power to 
control and limit as directed by the Tribunal the number of witnesses to 
be brought to Nurnberg. 


9, In the selection of such witnesses the Tribunal directs that 
Counsel for the Defense shall heve regard only to the choice of persons 
possessing knowledge of matters relevant to the criminal or non-criminal 
character of the Organizations es provided in paragraph 6 hereunder. 


4, When these persons have been brought to Nurnberg Counsel shell 
have free access to them for the purpose of ascertaining which if any of 
them Counsel desire to call as witnesses before the Tribunal and which 
if any of them they desire to examine before a Commissioner. At such 
examination before a Commissioner Counsel for the Defense and for the 
Prosecution shall have the usual rights of examination, cross-examination, 
end re-examination and evidence taken shall be recorded by the Commissioner, 
The Commissioner shall be Lt. Colonel Neave and he shall have power to 
hear evidence in Nurnberg or in exceptional cases elsewhere at his 
discretion and shall recommend to the Tribunal suitable persons to be 
appointed Assistant Commissioners if the necessity should arise. 

This Order shall be carried out under the direction of Lt. Colonel 
A. M. S, leave, in collaboration with the Office of the General Secretary 
and subject to necessary security regulations. 


5. After such selection of oral witnesses and examination of other 
persons Counsel may apply to the Tribunal for leave to call the selected 
oral witnesses and to offer the evidence of the persons examined provided 
that their evidence is relevant and not cumulative. Counsel shall also 
be entitled to apply to the Tribunal to send interrogatories in appropriate 
Cases. 


6 (a) In this proceeding evidence is considered to be relevant which 
bears upon the following issues: 


(1) Whether the Organization or group charged consisted 
substantially of an aggregation of persons sharing a general common 
purpose to engage in activity defined as criminal under Article 6 of the 
Charter, and, in this connection, what the aims, tasks, activities, 
methods, structure and component parte of the Organization were; 
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(2) Whether membership in the Organization or group was 
generally voluntary or the result of physical compulsion or legal decree; 


(3) Whether the purposes or activities of the Organization 
or group, defined as criminal under Article 6 of the Charter, were open 
and notorious or otherwise generally known to the members, so that its 
membership in general may justly be held to have had knowledge of them 
at some relevant time. 


(b) Evidence is not considered to be relevant in this proceeding 
which bears only on whether a particular individual was a voluntary or 
involuntary member or whether he was or was not ignorant of criminal 
purpose and innocent of criminal activity. 


(c) While the Tribunal has concluded that evidence may be taken 
bearing on the issues defined in paragraph 6(a) hereof, it reserves its 
Judgment ae to the materiality of each of these issues in the determination 
of the criminality of groups or Orgsnirations under Article 9 of the 
Charter. 


7. Nothing in this Order shall affect the rights of the Prosecution 
or Defense under Article 24 (E) of the Charter, 


/s/ W. L. Mitchell, 


W. L, MITCHELL 
Brigadier General, U, 5. Army 
General Secretary 


Copies to: 
All Judges 
Chief Prosecutors (Capt. Wurmser) 
British Secretary 
French Secretary 
Soviet Secretary 
Mejor Coleman 
Colonel Ray 
Colonel Neave 
Major Paulson 
Mr. Willey 
File 
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(2) Whether membership in the Organization or group was 
generally voluntary of the result of physical compulsion or logal decree; 


(3) Whether the purposes or activities of the Organization 
or group, defined as criminal under Article 6 of the Gharter, were open 
and notorious or otherwise generally known to the members, وه‎ that its 
membership in general may justly be hel to have had knowledge of them 
at some relevant time. 


(b) Bvidence is not considered to be relevant in this proceeding 
which tears only on whether e particular individual was a voluntary or 
involuntary member or whether he was or was not ignorant of criminal 
purpose and innocent of criminal activity. 


(o) While the Tribunal has concluded that evidence may be token 
bearing on the issues defined in paragraph Gla) hereof, it reserves its 
judgment as to the materiality of each of these issues in the determination 
of the criminality of groups or Organisations under Article 9 of the 
Charter. 


7. Nothing in this Order shall affect the rights of the Prosecution 
or Defense under Article 24 (E) of the Charter. 


/e/ W. L. Mitehell, 


W. Lh. MIPCHALI, 
Brigadier General, U. S. Army 
General Secretary 


Copias 1 
All Judges 
Chief Prosecutors (Capt. Wurmser) 
British Secretary 
French Secretary 
Soviet Secretary 
Mejor Coleman 
Golonel Rey 
Colonel Neave 
Major Paulson 
Mr. Willey 
File 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 


EVIDENCF OF WITNESSES 
F ORGANIZATIONS ALLEGED 
ARD BFFORF A COMMISSION 

TBUNAL PURSUANT TO 


RDFR OF THE 13th OF 


NURNBERG, GERMANY 





A) UA M 


TO: THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 


I have the honour to submit a fina 
report on the hearing cf witnesses for 
Organizations alleged to be criminal in 
accordance with Paragraph lj of the Tri- 
bunal's Order of March 13th, under which 
I was appointed Commissioner. 


My thanks are due to the following 
gentlemen who acted as Assistant Com- 
missioners in the hearing of witnesses: 


pt. Joseph F4 Tubridy (United Statos) 
fîra George Re Taylor (United States) 
Mre I. D. Mcllwraith (Great Britain) 
I. Rasumov (UsSeSeRe ) 
M. Martin-Havard (France) 


The report is divided as follows: 
Part One: Administrative, The carrye 
ing out of the Order of 


March 13th, 


Part Two: Summary of evidence of the 
witnesses heard on Commission, 


: / yu > 4 
AMS, NFAVE 
t. Colonel, AAG 


NURNBERG, GERMANY AUGUST 1916 





PART ONE: 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Administrative: 

The carrying out of the Tribunal's 
Order of March 13 

Summary of the Evidence: 

Preface 

Note by the Commissioner 
Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party 
Gestapo 

SS 

SD 

General Staff & Hieh Command 

Reich Cabinet 


SA 
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In October 19k5 the Tribunal ordered that notice be 
given to members of indicted Organizations of their right to 
apply to be heard by the Tribunal under Article 9 of the 
Charter, This notice was published in all four zones of 
occupation. It was distributed in internment camps and 
published in the German language over the wireless, in news- 
papers, and in the form of notices posted by Military Govern- 
ment authorities e 

As a result of the publication of the notice, the 
General Secretary's Office received a total of 7,114 
applications to be heard by the 8th of February. An analysis 
of these applications,and the camps and areas from which 
they came, is to be found in a report issued by the Office 
of the General Secretary, dated the 8th of February, 

The majority of these applications came from 
prisoner of war camps in the American zone in Germanye. By 
the 26th of April, when a further report was issued, the 
total number of applications to be heard had reached the 
figure of 81,33. Members of the SS alone sent in a total 
of 58,597. Tuc total number received up to the present date 
is estimated to be more than 110,000. These applications 
were acknowledged by the General Secretary's Office and for- 
warded to Defense Counsele The large majority of them con- 
sisted of personal statements by members of organizations to 
the effect that they had committed no crimes. Many of them 
were in collective form and consisted of petitions signed by 
hundreds of innates of internment camps. 


On the 21st of November the Tribunal appointed 


Defense Counsel for the و55‎ the Gestapo and the SA, and at 


a later date for the General Staff, Reich Cabinet and Corps 
of Political Leaders, In February it was decided that the 


- راسم 
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which was indicted as part of the SS but whose interests 
d to conflict with those of the SS and GESTAPO, should 
be represented by a special counsel, At the time of the hear - 
ings on Comnission the Organizations were represented by 
ounsel and 23 Assisté 
The provisions of the Tribunal's Order of the 13th 
of March which lays down the procedure for the selection and 
hearing of witnesses, were carried out as follows 
1. In accordance with Paragraph 1 of the Order, 
General Sceretary's Office arranged for Defense Counsel to 
sit internment comps in 211 the four zones in order to 
interview the inmates and to sclect prospective witnesses. 
During the months of March and April special tours were 
organized with ١ assistance of the Military authcrities 
when the Counsel were accompanied by escorting officers whose 
duties were to facilitate their entry into the camps for 
free consultation with members of Organizations, After these 
tours had becn organized, Defense Counsel were permitted to 
continue their visits and are still doing so at the time of 
writinge The total number of i amps visited by 
Defense Counsel is 80, 
T! 


1 
L. 


he Tribunal decided in March not to limit witnesses 
to those who had sent in applications at any person 
who was available could be called as a witness whether | 
technically a member of the Organization or not, 
these visits and in accordance with 

Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Order, 603 persons were brought to 
Nurmberg for eonsultation and selection ag witnesses, 

Comission established in aecordands with 
Paragraph با‎ of the Order began work on the 20th of Maye 
Applications for witnesses selected by Defense Counsel fron 


persons brought to Nurnberg were first discussed with the 


~6b« 
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ssioners who made decisions as to whether their evidence 
could be considered relevant in accordance with Paragraph 6, 
Progress was at first slow, a number of administrative 
difficulties being encountered, The Commission ere unable 
to employ the microphone system of interpreting and in ccn- 
seauence the hearing of witnesses took considerably longer, 
It must also be realized that it was understood to 
be the object of the Corzaission that these witnesses should 
be heard as fully as possible and that they should cover a 
wi de eee, It was thought that as a result the Tribunal 
would be able to decide on the most important witnesses to 
be heard in Court when the time came for their selection, 
Every effort was made by the Commissioners to see that the 
witnesses selected represented as many aspects of the 
> and that opportunity was given to 
refute the charges of the Prosecution, How far this was done 
judged from the lists of the witnesses inchuded in the 
Summaries of evidence which follow, 
On the 13th of June a second Comission was set-up 
the numoor of witnesses heard was greatly 
When the Comission ceased its work by order of 
the Tribunal on the 3rd cf August, the total number heard was 
101, The number heard for each Organization was as follows 
Reich Cabinet l 
Political Leaders 22 
oS 29 
SD 6 
Gestapo 13 
SA Ly 
General Staff 13 
he Paragraph 5 of the Order states that after the 
examination of witnesses, Counsel may apply to the Tribunal 
to call selected oral witnesses and to offer the evidence 
of the persons examined on Commission. Defense Counsel 
applied to the Tribunal for 31 witnesses and 22 of them were 
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eranted. The nunbde: Vllowed for each Organization were as 
t Q Jur )WS$ 


Reich Cabinet 
Political Leaders 


Vo I no NIA DP 


General Staff 


All the witnesses subsequently heard in Court were, 


with but one exception, people who had already been heard on 


Commission. The Tribunal had rules on the 17th of April 
at all persons appearing for the Defense of Organizations 
should first be heard by the Commissioners. 
order of the Tribunal, Defense Counsel were 
permitted to take affidavits and issue interrogat 
witnesses in appropriate casos, As a result a gigantic 
affidavits from members of organizations interned 
in camps wes collected, These affidavits which were largely 
in nature were pummarized by the Defense Counsel 
prisoners with legal qualifications in the Nurnberg jail 
special facilities were provided. These affidavits 
referred to as "c3lloctive" affidavits, 
wore, however, a considerable number of 
affidavits taken from prospective witnesses brought to Nurn~ 
not selected for hearing on Commission, By an 
order dated July the 5th it was decided tha vt such affidavits 
should be submitted to the Cormissioners before being offered 
as evidence to the Tribunal, Special hearings of the Con- 
mission were arranged. at which Defonse Counsel read summaries 
of affidavits into the transcript and the Prosecution were 
entitled to comment or object If the Commissioners decided 
that the affidavit was relevant, it was given a number and 
filed with the General Secretary, 1609 affidavits were sub= 


itbed to the Commissionorse Of these about 90 were ordered 
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to be fully translated, Sumiaries of the rest are to be 
found in the transcript of the Commission proceedings, or, 
in the case of the General Staff, in a special raport prepared 
by Defense Counsel, 
The total number of affidavits submitted to the 
C mmission for each organization was: 


Reich Cabinet 
Politic2l Leaders 


69 
92 
69 
88 
Stahlhela lij 
It is not knowm at the time of writing how many 
of these affidavits will actually be presented or discussed 
in open court, 
4S for the collective affidavits mentioned above; 
Six separate reports were submitted by the Defense, ( The 


Reich Cabinet did not submit a report, having submitted only 


3 affidavits to the Commissioners), 


August 5th, the tota. number of collective affidavits sube 
mitted was 313,213, The total for cach organization was as 
follows: 
Political Leaders 155,000 
136,213 
1,000 
Gestapo 2,000 
SA 10,000 
General Staff 3,000 
Affidavits of both kinds, therefore, numbered 315,022, 
6, In carrying out an administrative task of such 
magnitude, particularly in the bringing of witnesses to Nurn- 
berg from all parts of Germany, the Commissioners were greatly 


assisted by the General Secretary's Office, Headquarters Command 


INT, and 6850th Internal Security Detachment, U,Se Army, and by 
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Military authorities in all. the four zones of Occupation, 
due to all those who 
selection of representative 


defence as was possible in the circunstances, 


00 
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Sumnary of Evidence Heard on Commission 
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The definition of the evidence considered to be rel- 
evant when hearing ses for the organizations is to be 
found in Paragraph 6 of the Order of March the 13th. 

In conplying with this paragraph the Commissioners 
encountered a number of problems, In some cases it was 
possible for them to rule that the evidence given was ir- 
relevant since it was clearly not within the wording of the 
Order. In cases of serious doubt they made certain com- 
nents but allowed the hearing to continue so that the argument 
which ensued of the Defense or Prosecution could be re 
the transcripts. It was considered that the hearings 
be as full as possible so that the Tribunal could decide when 
they came to the hearing of witnesses in Court what matters 
they thought had bee fficiently covered and what new questions 
should be discussed, 

The Commissioners, therefore, allowed the witnesses to 
continue in many cases where the evidence was of doubtful 
relevancy but where it was thought that the Tribunal should 
read a full report of the questions discussed. 

In general, the order worked quite satisfactorily and 
was not difficult to interpret, There were, however, certain 
phrases such as “physical compulsion" and "open and notorious 
or otherwise generally knovm to the members" which required a 


deal of definition, It may be convenient to consider the 


various paragraphs of the Order, Paragraph 6 a (1) reads: 


"ihether the organization or group charged consisted 
substantially of an aggregation of persons sharing 
eral common purpose to engage in activities 
"ined as criminal under Article 6 of the Charter 
ection what the aims, tasks, act- 
Keds ud e and component parts of 
ation were," 





The Defense Counscl scomed to be in some doubt as to 
the meaning of this paragraph, A great deal of evidence 
which was given concerning the structure and component parts 
of the organization did not strictly fall within this para- 
graph and the Comissioncrs were constantly obliged to draw 
the attention of Defense Counscl to this fact. 

The para; raph indicates that the question to be de- 
cided is whether the Organization was designed to commit 
crimes mentioned in Article 6 of the Charter and in this con- 
nection what its activities, etc., were. The words "In this 
connection" were frequently .verlooked by the Defense Counsel, 
As 2 result, an exaaustive description of practically all the 
departments concerned has been given in very great detail 
and while this is of considerable interest to the historian, 
in the opinion of the Commissioners it is largely irrelevant. 

The point made by the Commissioners was that it was 
not the intention that the structure of the organization as 
such should be givene It was intended that the details of 
the organization should only be described insofar as they were 
intended to refute the particular crimes alleged under Article 
6 of the Charter, It was, for instance, considered quite re- 
levant to show that disciplinary action was taken against 
people who committed atrocities in concentration camps and 
what was the practice of the SS Courts in dealing with these 
because these were crimes mentioned in the Charter. 

The Commission, however, stopped the examination of a 
witness on proceedings taken against individual members of an 
Organization for fraud and embezzlement since this was con- 
sidered to relate only to a matter of internal discipline, 

It was, however, considered that the Organization should be 
allowed to call representative witnesses to give a clear gen- 
eral picture of the Organization as a whole, For this reason 


the witnesses were allowed to describe local branches in dif- 
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ferent parts of Germany thouch they all said substantially 
the sanc thing. They did, however, manage to add "local 
color" to evidence which otherwise would have been regarded 
as cunulative, «as a result, it is believed as complete as 
possible a E has been given, 

The Commissioners had no difficulty in deciding that 
the Defense should be allowed to describe the structure of the 
Organization in order to show that the charts submitted by the 
Prosecution were incorrect. The majority of charts submitted 
by the Prosecution in the case against the SS and General Staff 
have been challenged on the grounds that they were liable to 
misunderstanding and would create a false impression of the 
duties and chain of command in the mind of the Tribunal, 

Another purpose of the Defense in describing struct- 
ural details was to show that the Organizations were not united 
groups, They claim that they did not function as complete 
units, c4g4, the various sections of the SS operated entirely 
independently of each other and the General Staff was a mere 
loose association of Staff Cffieers and Commanders who received 
orders from the top but never functioned as a Council of War, 

lt appears to be the contention of the Defense that if 
they can show that a majority of the members were innocent or 
ignorant of crimes mentioned in Article 6 of the Charter, the 
Organization as a whole should not be declared criminal, They 
have, therefore, tried to dissect the Organization into dif- 
ferent groups which had no relation to each other and to show 
that the actual criminals were a very limited number of people 
who kept their activities secret, This is particularly true 
of the SS, the GESTAPO and the SD, all of whom claim that thore 
were thousands of subordinate or even honorary members of those 
organizations who did not belong to the inner executive circle. 

The next point to be considered is paragraph 6 a (2); 


whether membership in the organization was generally voluntary 
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or the result of physical compulsion or legal decree, Heres 

as in other cases, it has been very necessary to ensure that 

the evidence given docs give a clear general picture of the 

conditions of membership, As far as possible, individual stories 

have been ruled out oxcent insofar as the witness concerned 

night be said to be speaking for a considerable number of people, 
evidence was also allowed if he was the head of a depart- 
which controlled recruiting and statistics, since it was 

within the scope of hi uty to have knowledge of such things, 

Fvidence, for instance, that all civil servants were 
compelled to join the Organization by legal decree was clearly 
admissible, particularly if the evidence was given by a wit- 

who was responsible for the administration of the civil 
Service. Evidence, however, that particular individuals were 
placed at a disadvantage by not belonging to the Organization 
was only allowed insofar as the matter related to a general 
practice in Germany, Evidence that a father strongly advised 
his son to join an Organization because it was considered to 
have high ideals was not allowed. 

The question of "physical compulsion" was from the first 
the subject of considerable argument. Before the Commission 
actually beran its proceedings an attempt was made to come to 
Some decision as to the interpretation of this phrase through 
a meeting by the Prosecution and Defense at which the Conmis- 
Sioners heard their views, The Defense stated that in their 
opinion "economic!" compulsion should be included. By this 

hey meant the fear of business or social disadvantage as a 
sult of refusal to join the Organization. They also wished 
include what they called "psyelogical" compulsion. That is 
to say, the general fcar pervading the people of Germany that 
they might be punished or bo declared outcasts if they were not 
members, 
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conpulsion was objected 
that the order meant what 


jon deseribed involved the threat 


considered economic compulsion, 
sioners felt that it was 
ny final ruling but to adhere as close- 


ad 


sible tu the wording of the order, but they agreed 
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demde exenfovetbo mosnpa s uum ^ 5 
that physical compulsion as a rule 


should include the threat 

of disciplinary measures imprisonment. It was thought 
actual consequences 

more important was the 


of such consequences 


A considerable amount of evidence was giver 
7 measures or even interment in concentration 


there was no evidence that any actual 


BS of 
refusal 


. occurred. (Sec evidence for the Order rolice who 
their members joined the SS under pressure). 
contention of the Defense that the 


berm "ohysic KL « 


ph; somnpuls should be enlarged to include 
pressure of vo be as follows: 
is their contention 
a large majority of members 
actual crime the Organization as a whole 
declared criminal, According to the same reasoning, 
as large as possible a 
Organization unwillingly and 
unwillingness. 
seen in the 


organization which was 


in the Spring of 1934. The 
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numbered at least one million 


They claim that they were not 
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the princip 


sible or that they 


involve then in 


d involuntary membership 


studer 


the universities 
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Were sworn to Secrecy. 


of frontier 


jobs" 


minority 


and other 


reaching 


ocities alleged 
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NOTE BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


The report on the evidence heard on 
Commission which follows has been compiled 


from the offical transcripts and from sum- 
marics made of the testimony of individual 


It is primarily intended to be an 
account of evidence given for the Defense, 
It does not purvort be nore than an 
attempt to set-down the main points which 
it would appear thet the Defense wish to 


rete e 3c! 
GO lc iblis le 


Where there nas been doubt in the 
ds of the Comission as to the meaning 
relevance of the evidence, the pages 
pt referred to are quoted 
text, in order that the complete 
be consulted, 


sd by the Prosecution in 
nation have also been included 
full as possible an account of 
but only in so far as some 


radiction or admission is shown, 
re been announced by the 
these summaries have no value 
do not form any part of the 


i" 


numerous affidavits sub- 
sumiarized on Commission, 
è to write a separate 
ir contents, The evidence 
| is not, therefore, 
sumnuary. 
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The following witnesses gave evidence on Commission for 


the CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS; 


FOR TH" GAULEITERS: 


KARL WAHL Gauleiter in Schwaben 
(Bavaria) 1928-1945 


KARL OTTO KURT KAUFFMANN Gauleiter of Hamburg 1928- 
1945 


ALBFRT HOFFMANN Gauleiter of Southern West- 
phalia 1943-1945 


FOR THN ZARMISLTITARS: 


ADUARD KU"HL Kreisleiter in Hanover 1943~ 
1945 


MYALD SCHLEICKER i Kreisleiter in Coblentz 
1937-1945 


MDWARD WILLY MEYER-WENDEBCRN Kreisleiter in Kloppenburg 
1934-1945 


ZNLEITERS s 


Ortsgruppenleiter in Allgau 
1933-1945 


T CK AND ZELLEN LEITERS: 


0 


۹) 


ERNST. HIRT Blockleiter in Mirnberg 
1942-1945 


RUDOL? KUFHN Blockleiter in Berlin 
1975-1945 


HANS SCHNEIDER Zellenleiter in Auzsburg 
1936-1942 


PAUL WOLF Zellenleiter in Saarbruecken 
1941-1945 
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A second group of witnesses was drawn from the officials 


of the Gau anc Zreis Staffs and of organizations affiliated to the 


BRUNO BITDNRMANN Gaupersonalamtsleiter (personnel) 
ELS? PAUL Reichsfrauensehaft (women) 

ERNA ‘USTERNACHER Frauenschrftleiterin (women) 
ANTON SCHUSLLER NSV (Welfare) 


JOHANN MOH Agrarpolitisches Amt (Agriculture) 


Office of "Community Policy" (Local 
Government Affairs) 


DAF (German labor front) 


KARL ENGELBERT Kreiswirtschaftsberater (Kreis 
economic advisor) 


PROFESSOR FRANZ KARL Student Oreenizations 
CxUDOBA 


GRAF VON ROEDURN Auslandsorganization (Foreign Organs 
ization of the Party) 


RICHARD MUELLER Central Administration of the Party 
(The Treasury) 


The total number of witnesses heard, therefore was 21, 
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From examination of the transcripts of the evidence, it 
would appear that the Defense are secking to establish: 

1. That the POLITICAL LEADERS and their staffs were not 
as & group involved in a conspiracy to commit crimes under the 
Charter, 

2. That the main responsibility for political and party 
affairs lay with the Gauleiters and Kreislcitors who received 
their directives from the Central Party Organization through 

HESS, BCRMANN or the Reichsleiter in the Central Party 
Organization. 

3, That the political responsibility of the Ortsgruppene 
leiter was unimportant, 

4, That the Block and Zellen Leiters only performed 
social and welfare duties. They had no real political responsi- 
bility. 

5. That the official description of the Block and 
Zellen Leiters as "Hohcitstracger" is a misnomer, They had 
none of the privileges or responsibilities of this title, They 
aid not act as spies or informers on the population. 

6, That there was no direct link with the SS, SA or 
GESTAPO except an unofficial liaison on the Gau level, 

7. That none of the categories of POLITICAL LEADERS 
wore responsible for ill treatment of foreign workers or Jews 
in their districts. They were not concerned with and never 
entered concentration camps. They were forbidden to involve 
themselves in Church auestions, 

8, That the POLITICAL LEADSRS played no part in the 
Jewish Hogram of November, 1938, 

the Staffs of the Gauloiters and Kreisleitors 
had no political functions, They were only concerned with ade 
ministration, welfare or technical motters. 
10, That the Labor Front Woren's Organizations and 


student groups were non-political, 
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ll. That the Foreign Oreanization (Auslandsorennization) 


of the Party was not an espionage service, 


It will be onnveateas to describe first: the organization 
and duties of the various political leaders, their staffs and the 
lobor and welfare organizations attached to them, In the second 
part of this Summary is described the defense of the POLITICAL 
LEADERS &-sinst the ch-rgos of the Prosecution that thoy committed 
crimes specified in Article 6 of the Charter. Part III refers 
to knowledge and Pert IV to conditions of membership and the hold- 


ing of office, 
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ORGANIZATION AND DUTINS OF THE POLITIC | | IN | | 


L ADERS AND THEIR STAFFS AND 
OF AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


Orzanization Book of tho Party 
(PS Document 893) 

All tho witnesses from Gauleiter down to Blockleiter 
gave evidence on the Organization Book of the Party, Document 
PS 893. They said that this was a "theoretical" document 
which inaccurately described the structure of the Party. Gau- 
leither WAHL said that nobody in the Reich ever read the book, 
Its large circulation could be attributed only to the fact that 
everyone down to Ortsgruppenleiter was compelled to buy it, It 
was known as the “organizational nonsense of Dr, LEY", "ven 
HITLER himself appeared to disapprove of it, 

According to HIRT neither Block nor Zellen Leiters were 
familiar with its contents, 

The Defense are here presumably trying to show that in 
relying on the Organization Book of the Party, the Prosecution 
have drawn an incorrect inference as to the structure and funce 
tions of the POLITICAL L¥ADSRS, 

BIEDERMANN, representing the Gauleitors St-ff, said 
that the Organization Book of the Party could not be oonsidered 


as a directive to Party Leaders in a comparable sense with an 


Army field instruction book, He said thet many POLITICAL 


LEADSRS looked at the book because it contained colored illus- 
trations, etc. He knew of no one who actually studied it and 
, used it in their work, 
MEYER-WZNDEBORN, Kreisleiter, explained that the 

regulations prescribed were followed in a general sense but 

it was impossible to require local POLITICAL LEADERS to 

adhere strictly to this manual, He regarded the book as a 
general basis on which political work should be carried out 


but did not believe it had any official significance beyond 
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this (See pages 557 to 558 of the transcript). 


Definition of "Hoheitstraeger! 


The term "Honeitstraegor" or "bearer of Sovereignty" 
Significs a POLITICAL LEADER who held a position of special 
responsibility in the carrying out of the party programme, It 
was an invention of Dr, LEY, Gauleiter WAHL alleged that tho 


POLITICAL LEADERS refused to use the term, They never felt that 


they were "sovereigns" but only "humble servants of the popula- 


tion," 

Although the Organization Book includes Blockleiters 
and Zol'enleitors as "Hoheitstraeger", in practice only the Gau, 
Kreis and Ortseruppen Leiters belonged to this category, 

For the witness SCHNEIDER, a Zellenleiter, it was a title 
without meaning and conferred no special privileges on the 
recipient, (Paros 1402 - 1403 of tho transcript), 

There was a publication known as "Der Hoheitstraeger", 
This wes not distributed below the rank of Ortsgruppenloiter, (For 
further reference to the claim that the Block and Zellen Leiters 
were not in reality "Hoheitstraeger", soo the description of 


thoir functions below), 


il. TH GAULBITER 

The Gauleiters were the principal provincial represonta- 
tives of the Tarty, who were subordinate to the Central 
Party Organization and the Reichsleiters, There were 42 
Gaus in Germany, The Prosecution's contention that the 
total number of Hoheitstraeger including Blockleiters and 
Zellenlsiters was about 600,000 appeared too small to the 
witness WAHL, He thought that the increase in POLITICAL 
LEADUAS between 1930 and 1945 was probably greater than this, 
He estimated that in his Gau there were about 12,000 to 


25,000 POLITICAL LEADERS, (If his Gau 18 to be taken as 
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average in size, the total nunber would therefore be about 
650,000). 


Gauleiter KAUFFMANN declared that a well organized and 


EB 
disciplined party organization was necessary to insure freodom 
of activity, particularly in the sphere wanda This was 
because the party originated 
even armed opposition to its programme. 

The control of Party affairs consisted in mo-tings with 


Kreis and Ortsgruppenieiters, oral instructions 


issued by HITL™:. and the Reich lenderre, It was 


the Gauloitor to intervret these directives end to issue them to 


lower formations, The Ercisleiter hed a cortain discretion iu the 


interpretation of or?erzs but tne Ortsaruppenleiters were given 


Uv 


definite instructions, The Plock end Zellen “eiters were merely 
executive subordinates of the Ortsegrupponloitors, 
r1 


meetings o 19 Reichsleiters, Geuleiters and rois- 
loiters were & st open discussions known as "Tagunz", During 
tho 1285 ten years, howeve hese discussions wore less free and 
gradually developed into mo tines at which or s and directives 
were issuod. They were not secret and were attended by the Press, 


^ 


Tho subjects discussed verisd but matters mentioned in tho Indict- 


ment, such as plans for agsressive war, were never referred to, 


1 


WAHL sania thes SITL™R's decrces by which no-one hed a 


right to know more “bout policy than was ni cessery for the exocu- 


tion of the orders which he received was literally carried out, 


During the wer a number of Gauleiters also held the posi- 
tion of Reichs Defense Commissioner. Greuleiter HO""MANN who was 
Gaulciter and Reick Commissioner for Defense in Southern West- 


phalia, steted that these two functions were senarnte, Thus in 


his Cau, he tried to ensure th: he work of the Kreisleiter and 


i ce 


Ortsgrupponleitor did not conflict with thet of tho municipal 


c 


officials concerned with d? se and sir raid precautions, As 


we 





Reichs Commissionor he was in charge of all air raid precautions 
and was «ven permitted to decorate persons who had shown gallantry 


during air raids, 


th ehr 


This Gauleiter had previously been an official on the 
staff of the Deputy of the Fuehrer HFSS, He denied that while 
holding this position he learned anything concerning the planning 
of outrages against the Jews in 1938, Had this been done by the 
Higher Political leaders he would certainly have known, He said 
nothing about the methods by which the Department of the Deputy 
of the "uehrer and the Reichsleiter distributed orders to the 


Gauleciters, 


II, THE KREISLEITERS 


Ihe Kroislciters were next in rank to the Gauleiters and 
as already described, they had some discretion with regard to 
orders received from the Deputy of the Fuchrer or the Reichsleiter, 


They had weekly discussions with members of their staff and with, 
“i 


* 
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the local administration. Every four to six weeks they had dis-« ¥ 
cussions with the Mayor and Ortsgrupvenleiter., At these meetings 
officials from the Volfaro Organization, German Labor Front and 
Propaganda Department, together with other local officials, were 
present. The me-tings were open to the public, 

The witness KUEHL attended a large number of mectings of 
Kreisleiters and Ortsgruppenleiters in the Hanover District from 
1939 onwards, He declared thet none of the meetings were socrot 
and that no matters relating to crimes mentioned in Articlo 6 of 
tho Charter were discussed there, 

It appears that important business ofthe district was 
transacted through orders or directives sent to the Xrois authorities 


in written form, In general, written instructions never went lower 
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than Ortsgruppenleiter, Instructions to officials belov that 


rank wore delivered orally, sometimes by means of public meetings, 


Subordinate Offices in tho Kreis 


MYYXR-WENDEBORN said that he and other Kreisleiters mot 
every six or cight weeks to exchange information (See page 557 of 
the transcript), He described three types of subordinate offices 
within the Party organization. These were firstly "leadership 
offices" which were composed of Departments for administration, 
propaganda, personnel and training, Secondly, there were per- 
sonnel offices which included the DAF (labor front), peasants! 
depar tment, civil servants department, education office, tho NS 
Frauenschift (wome) and legal branches, Thirdly there were the 
welfare offices; the NSV or national welfere organization, the 
NSKOV, which was the veterans! organization, the public health 
office, municipal departments, industriel and technical sections, 

The chiefs of these offices were not responsible for the 
political training of the people, They did, however, take part 
in the Gau, Kreis and Ortsgruppen Leiter conferences, Their 
functions are further described below (See second part of this), 

Kreisleiter SCHLITCKER said that the office for local 
government affairs was known as "the of fice for community policy", 
Bo included also in the Cau and Kreis staffs the Volksdum office 
for racial policy and a Press section, There were in practice 
two spheres within which these offices attached to the Kreis 
carried out their duties. Those who carried out the most import= 
&nt functions, such as finance, propaganda and training, formed 
the inner department of the Kreis staff, the remainder formed an 

"outer circle, The structure of the of fices at Gau and Kreis 


levels was exactly the same, (Sce page 685 of the transcript), 
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III. THE ORTSGRUPP™NLEITER 


TTT 


In the district supervised by HANS WEGSCHRFIDER the 
organization of the Ortsgruppenleiter staff consisted of a 
Kassenleiter (treasurer), an organization leiter, a training 
loiter, two Zellonleiters and 8 Blockleiters,. The Ortsgruppen= 
loiter relied on the Zellen and Block Leiters to collect sub= 
scriptions and to distribute party directives, The 561151 1 
wore responsible for delivering instructions to the Blockloiters. 
The Ortsgrupponloiter kept files recording subscriptions to the 
party funds but in the witness's district there were no files on 
the political viows ef individuals, The Ortsgruppenleiter had 
no authority in police matters and could not call upon the SS or 


. the SA for any purpose, 


Public Meetings and Conferences in the Ort, 


The witness held three leree moctings of a communal nature 
betweon 1933 and 1939, There were other mectings ordered by the 
Kroisleiter, These me tings were usually held in the spring and 
autumn of the year and were open to tho public, Gau and Kreis 
representatives lectured on the principles of National Socialism 
and discussed agricultural problems, The Ortsgruppenleiter held 
neetings with his subordinate leaders about every six months, 

The witness's district was largely agricultural and the object 
of these moctings was, therefore, to ascertain the reaction of 


the inh-bitants to the directives of the Government on farming, 


Tho Block and Zellen Leiters did not have mectings or conferences 


among themselves, 


Twice or three times a year the witness attended a cone 
ference with the Kreisleiter. At these me tings representatives 
, 
of the Reichsleiter were present and gave lectures on such subjects 
^8 tho NSV (welfsre), the DAF (labor front) or peasant questions, 
Tho mecting usually included a general discussion, 2fter which 
tho Kreisleiter gave a closing address, 
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Policy Pursuod towards Members of the Public 


WEGSCHEIDFR was emphatic that at none of these meetings 
were measures or plans discussed that could be regarded ^s crim 
inal, In 1934 his Kroisleitcr laid down as a basic principle of 
the POLITICAL L"AD"RS that they should not govern the people but 
lend them. Witness said he was especially directed that if persons 
criticised the State or its measures, the reason for their critic- 
ism should first bo ascertained in order to see that no injustice 
was being done, The witness instructod his Block and Zellen 
Leiters to pursue this course of action, He also instructed them 
that if it was necessary to report a member of the public, a 
signed statement should first be submitted to him certifying 
that the facts were correct. During the whole period that he 
was Ortsgruppenleiter he received only one complaint. This was 


the result of a disagreement between two members of the party, 


Cross~cxamined by the Proscctuion, MEYER-WENDNBCRI said 
that the Ortsgruppenleiters hod propaganda assistants called the 
Ortsgrupoen Propaganda leaders. These men had the task of adver- 
tising meotines. Political education was under a so-called 
Schulungsleiter who was supervised by the Ortsgruppenleiter but 
was sctually within the jurisdiction of the Gauleiter, The read- 
ing of "Mein Kampf" was ordered by higher authority but tho 
majority ofwitnesses from Gauleiter downwards denied that they 
had ever thoroughly read the book, MEZYVR-WENDEBORN admitted, 
however, th^t according to 25-1895, US Exhibit 323, it was custom 
ary for extracts from "Mein Kampf" to be read at mertings held 
by the Zellenleiters. 

The Ortsgruppenleiters received the publication "Der 
Hohoitstraegor", This journal is not correct in saying that 


persons termed "Hoheitstracger" have the right to order tho 
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assistance of the SA and the SS in certain cases. It wae ade 

mitted, however, that there were exceptions to this rule and that 
the POLITICAL L™ADERS could call upon the SA or SS to distribute 
propaganda, As to employment ofthe SA by POLITICAL LEADYRS, see 


summary of evidence for the SA), 


Alleged Interference in Mlections 


Document D 43 was put to Kreisleiter KTUHL, This was an 
instruction from a Kreislciter in Bremen in May, 1936 ordering 
bis Ortsgruppenloiter to make a report on civil servants who did 
not vote, The document stated that such reports had beon ordered 
by theMinister of the Interior FRICK, KUTHL said that this must 
have been a mistake and he thought that no such instructions were 


ever given in Bremon, 


IV. BLOCK AND ZELLEN LEITERS 


The position of the Block and Zellen Leiters was, accord= 
ing to all the witnesses, one of no political significance, It 
has already been stated thet they received their instructions 
orally from the Ortegrupnenleiter, They were the assistants of 
tho Ortsgruppenleiter for the collection of subscriptions and 
Other administrative mat ters (testimony of MEYER-WYNDEBORN, page 
599 of the transcript), 

The Zellenleiters were responsible for four blocks in 
WEGSCHEIDER's district whore there were eight Blockleiters and 
two Zollonleitere, The duties of the Zellenleiters consisted 
principally of acting as intermediaries between the Blockloiters 
and the Ortsgruppenleiter and his Staff. They received money 
collected by the Blockleiter from members and handed it over to 
tho Xassenloitor (treasurer) on the Ortsgruppenleiter's staff, 
They performed a similar function with respect to relicf work, 


lotterics and tickets for me tings, They passed on to tho Block~ 
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leiters pamphlets, training notes and propaganda material which 
they received from the Orts Propaganda Leiter. They kept the 
Blockleiters informed of conferences at which their attendance 
was required, They had no staff and no assistants. The witness 
SCHNEIDER observed that one can not speak of a staff on any level 
lower than thet of Ortsgruppenleiter. The fact that the staffs 
of Ortegruppenleiter appear to have been excluded by tho Prosocu- 
tion is unsatisfactory. The Blockleiters and Zellenleiters were 
greatly inferior in authority and 5601151651 responsibility to the 
members of the staff of the Ortsgruppenleiter. The situation re- 
sults th^t the subordin^to officials have been indicted and those 
who had more authority have been excluded. (See evidence of ERNST 
HIRT, page 998 and evidence of 5012171358, page 1399). 

Conferences of Block and Zellen Leiters with the Orts- 
eruppenleiter, in fact, took place only as required, As a result 
of the war both Block and Zellen Leitors acquired new functions, 
The principal addition to their work was the supervision of air 


raid precatuions and the organization of relief measuros, 


Duties of Blockleiters 


The witnoss HIRT said that during tho war the Blockloitor 
hed the following principal duties} The collection of dues, the 
maintenance of a card index of his block, the distribution of pr o= 
clamations and pamphlets and various social and relief tasks, Air 
raid precaution duties included the finding of billets for bombed 
out persons (sco transcript of page 997), 

HIRT denied tho existence of any Blockleiter staff such as 
is doseribed in the diagram on Page-101 of Document 1893 PS, There 
were assistants or substitutes for the Blockloiters known as Block 
Eclfors but these were comparatively rare, The Blockleiter did 
not supervise the work of tho Block foreman, tho Block women's 
leader or the Block administrator as Alleged on Page 103 of the 


above document and they did not come under his disciplinary 
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authority. The Blockleiter's contact with the Zellenleitor was 
confined to the chocking of receipts of money from subscribers 
عدم‎ tie receiving of instructions, There was no contact botwoen 
the Blockleiter and hisher political authorities such as the 
Kroisleiter and Gauleiter, The Blockleiters were in no sense 
"Hoheitstracgcr", The word meant very little to the average 
Blockloiter. Blockleiters had no authority to give orders to 


tho residents of their block, 


During the ex^ninstion of HIRT, Defense Counsel referred 
to 2639 PS in which it is stated thet the Political Leadership 
within the Party rests solely and only in the "Hoheitstraogor!, 
which is to say the Reichsleiter, the Geulciter, Kreisleitor and 
Ortsgruppenleiter, Witness agreed that this was the proper defini- 
tion of "Hoheitstraeger", Ho confirmed that the publication "Der 
Eohcitstraceor" was never distributed to Block and Zellen Loitors 
although they constituted 93% of the political leadership ©0105 e 

Asked in cross-oxaminetion on Document 2958 PS, USA 325, 
why page one of the Februery, 1939 edition of "Der Hohoitstraozor! 
states thet tho book is to bo received by "the following Hohcit- 
straegzer down to Ortseruppenleiter", witness said he could see no 
particular signficence in the word "followine", 

(The purpore of this question was apparently to find out why if 
tho POLITIC:L LE IUS who were included in the distribution list 
constituted ell the "Hoheitstraeger", it was necessary to insert 
these words and whether the fact of doing so implied that there 
wore other "Hoheitstraeger" than the various leiters down to 
Ortsgrupponleiter, ) 

He was then referred to 1893 P9 (Page 3) which enumerates 
4clle. and Block Leiters among tho "Hoheitstraoger", He had no 
explanation to offer for this though he admitted th^t he was speak- 


ing on the basis of a comparatively narrow personal knowledge of 
١ 
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Blockleiters and Zellenlciters before tho War, 

At this point the Defense submitted in evidence an affidavit 
sworn by one KARL HEDIRICH, Chairman of the Commission for National 
Socialist publications from 19%4 to 1945, This affidavit states 
that there was confusion and uncertainty within the high party 
ranks as to the exact concept of "Hoheitstraeger", and if the 
Block and Zellen Leiters were included within this term, it was 
merely a matter of form,  HEDERICH denied that they had in fact 


the necessary authority (Page 1055-1057 of tho transcript). 


and Zellen Loiters Were Not "Little Cacsars" 

The two main charges preferred by the Prosecution against 
the Block and Zollen Leiters are firstly that they were "little 
Cacsars" who terrorized the population and secondly, that they 
were spins and informers, All the witnesses denied the charge 
thet Blockleitors wore "little O4osars" or minor dictators, in 
view of their lack of political responsibility. One Blockloitor 
was of the opinion that the maintenance of their families and 
performance of their tasks as Blockleiters absorbed all their 
tine so that they could not have terrorized the population, He 
dia not think that the groat majority of Block and Zellen Leiters 
should be held responsible for the conduct of a few fanatics, It 
was in fact most essential, particularly during the war when 
thoy were concerned with air raid precautions, that the Block» 
Leitors should bo as polite as possible to people in the perform 
ance of thcir duties, They had no legal authority to confiscate 
property, to make arrests, nor to use the SA or SS for that purroso, 


(Pagos 1025 to 1026 of the transcript). 


They Did Not Spy on the Population, 


The cheree thet the Block and Zellen Leiters were spies 
and. informers on the 20211155102 brought a veritable storm of pro- 


test from all the witnesses. It was denied that there ever 
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oxisted any party spy system. The existence of such a thing 


would have defeated the pursose of the party organization, It 


was neccesary thet the Blockloiters retain the confidence of 


those among whom they lived. 


.9014 (a circuler 
the Gau organization عن ذه‎ of Cologne--Aachen of May 31, 
1941) which directed that and ZeLlenleiters vere to main- 
tain a filing system of households, as meaning that the files 
wore to be kept primarily rer the welfare organization of 
party. Tho inclusicn on the fi.e cards reforred to in this 
document of informatiou regarline possession of radio receiving 


which nowspepers were read or political opinions helc by 


orizinal intention 


As of household 


M 


1 


far from sleek and Zellen 
given instructions to spy on the population, thoy 


wore warncû against vrying into other pcople's business, That 


reguletiou in which tre subordinete 
„inst mensures which are liable to make t? 
fidence 
intention of the party that people who 
erievances should take them to the Block anc Zellen Leiters and 
in practice agericved x sons micht مم‎ to the Block or Zellen 
Leiter for his advice anc ho thoucht fit he could pass tho 
mattor on to the Orvssiuoveniciter (see trenscribt of بهو رو‎ =- 
|, Pages 601-602", 
Similar cvidenee thet tho Block and Zellen Leiters wore 


not snies and minor aiutetors was given by other witnesses, It 
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was denied that any Blockloiters were aware of the existence 
of the SD although on cross—examination this transpired to mean 
that they were uninformed as to the scope of its activitics (soo 


Pages 1400-1401 and 1416 of tho transcript), 


Rumors 


HIRT disagreod with Page 101 of the Organization Book 
which stated that Blockleiters were supnosed to find the propagat- 
ors of harmful rumors and report them to the Ortsgrunpenleiter, 
This was not the specific task of a Blockleiter but it was true 
that all Germans were supposed to report anyone who spread rumors, 
Ho told the Prosceution that he had never heard anything of Block- 
leiters sending in morale reports on individuel citizens although 
he did recall hearing his Ortseruppenleiter say he hañ to submit 


reports to the Kreis and feu Leiters on the: genoral morale of the 


population (see Page 1028 of the transcript), 


Elections, 


In further cross-examination on this subject, referconce 
was again made to Document D 43, dated May 26, 1936, wherein 
Reichs Minister of the Interior Frick sent instructions to all 

he Gaus requiring thet reports be made on all officials who had 
not fulfilled their duty in voting in the election of March 29, 
1936 (sco evidence of Yreisloiter YUTHL), 

MPÜYTRIUTNDEBORN could not explain why such reports were 
necessary if the election were a free election, nor could ho 
oxplain why there were instructions that the order should bo 
destroyea, Ho did not agree that tho Ortseruppenleiter would 
have required tho assistance of Block and Zellen Leiters to 
gather the information necessary for this report. He thought 
that the Block and Zellen Leiters had no information or knowledge 
of voting cualifications nor did they have files on porsons 


opposed to the Party, 
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The next pert of this Summary of evidence is devoted 
to the cuties of officials of tho Staff of Gau, Kreis and Orts- 
gruppon Leiter and to affiliated welfaro and labor orsanizations, 
It was declared by the Defense thet nono of these groups performed 
essentially political dutics, It is not proposed to describe 


those in great detail, 


BRUNO BIT DHRMANN who held the office of Chief of the Gau 
Porsonnel Section in Thuringia stated althouch all tasks of tho 
party were to a certain extont of a political nature, staff and 
personnel officers were only concerned with administration, It 
was, however, true to say that the propaganda, offices on tho 
staffs of tho Eoheitstraogor were engaged in "spreading tho Gospel" 
to tho people, He did not give any clear evidence as to the 


functions of the personnel branch but ho described, in reference 


to the Organization Book, Fourth Edition (Page 93), a distinction 


between a "call to office" and "appointment to office’, Ho سن‎ 
plained that ^ party member was usually appointed to an office 
for a probationary period of six months and if his services wero 
considered satisfactory his appointment was confirmed, He did 
not hold the necessary rank until this confirmation had taken 
place, If, therefore, the Prosecution used the term POLITICAL 
LUADERS in the sense that tho Nazi Party used it, 211 those hold- 


ing office without being expressly appointed should bo c cluded, 


THT RTICHS FRAUTNSCHAPT (WOMEN) 


ILSE PAUL was a member of the Roichsfreuenschaft from 
1943 to 1945 and served as Deputy to Reichsfrau Scholtz-"Link 
who was the head of all women's organizations in the Reich, She 
said that in 1938 the Frauonschaft had approximately two million 


mombcrs, Its organization was separate from the POLITICAL LZADERS , 
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Tomon were forbidden to te active in politics, or to make spocchos. 
The Frauenscheft did not intervene in religious controvorsios or 
the persecution of the Jews., The witness, however, recalled one 
instenco where members of the Frauenscheft were detached to 
"instruct Jewish youths ia sewing", 

In cross oxeminetion sho admitted that the Frauonschaft 
supported the party and its principles, Shown Document D 884, 
Orzenization Document #10 pertaining to regulations concerning tho 
pregnancy of foroign women workers, she admitted that tho F 
schaft were on the distribution Jist. 

TRNA W?STEZRNACH^R, a mombor of the Fraucnschaft in Frank- 
furt, gave similar evidouce Shu admitted having attonded con- 
ferences with the Gauleiter who, she said. was only too happy 
if he could hive nothing to do with "vauenschsft questions, Sho 
said th:t the Frauensch ft icaders were available to the come 

t Hohcitstracgor as cxport advisors but the Hohaitstraocor 
had no right to issue orders to them nor had they any disciplinary 


authority over them. 


E NSV (WELFARE) 


ae‏ سج م 


ANTON SCHUSLLER, who gives evidence on Pare 1069 of tho 


transcript, stated that he was a Kreisamtsleiter of tho People's 


Welfare Association known as the i: The purpose of calling 


on the staff of the Kreisleitcer, They wore merely expert advisors 
working under the direction of the main welfare organization, This 
situation epolicd to the staf” of any Hoheitstraeger, They were 
responsible for all measures of welfare or relief in the district 
without discrimination as to race or politics, 

The NSV was a registered association founded in 19%%, Tho 
torm "registorca" in this case meant that the omployers of the 
N 


NSV belonged exclusively to that association and were not employees 


of the Party. Employment was.on the basis of a private contract 


NN 
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of service within the German civil code. He said thet it was fair 
to say that all instructions pertaining to his work camo from the 
NSV ho-üouartors and not from tho party although admittedly tho 
Kroisleiter held regular staff conferences which tho NSV attended. 
They attended, however, only as part of tho “outer circle" of 
the Kreislcitor's staff, (See description of the Staff of the 
freisloiters). It was strictly forbidden for NSV reprosontativos 
to mix in politics, 

In cross-cxamination the witness denied that it was part 
of the duty of the NSV to assist in destroying the influence 
of the Church and Church schools, 


—ARGARPOLITISCHER AMT (AGRICULTURE) 


The witness who gave evidence concerning this department 
was JOHANI MOHR, who was prominent in farming affairs within the 
party organization from 1952 to 1945, He was an important farming 
official in Munich, Thr offices which he described wore the 
Agrerpolitisher Apparat in tho Reichs Amt (Council for “ermers! 
affairs), its successor, the Amt fhr das Landvolk (Farmers! 
of fice) and the Reichs Nachrsstand, This last organization was 
created in 1933 as a public corporation, 

Prior to 1933 there had been a number of other farmers! 
associations of a semi-political charactor, The Agrarpolitischor 
Apparat was sot up by DARRE, lator Minister for agriculturo and 
consisted of a number of advisors in the offices of tho Hohoite 
stracger, It was their task to acvise the Koheitstraegor on all 

arming problems and to inform the farmers of the Party policy. 

On the formation of tho Reichs Nachrestand these functions 
wore transferred and officials of the Reich Wachrsstand held tho 
title of Landesbaucrnfuehrer in the Gau, Kreisbeuernfuchror in the 
Érois and Ortsbsuornfuehrer in the Ortsgruppon, 


Tho Agrarpolitischer Apparat continued to exist until 


DARRE's resignation in 1942, BORMANN created the Amt für das 
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Landvolk (the office of farmers) but the basic organization of 


tho Reichs Naehrsstané was not changed, and maintained an indepen- 


Qent position in opposition to his policy. 


MOHR said that in no sense could the farmers! advisors to 
tho Eoheitetr^ogor be termed staff officers of the Kreis or Gau 
Leiters since thoy had no official functions, 

The Organization Book of the party shows the Agrarpolitischer 
Apparet as consisting of a numbor of main offices concerned with 
the following subjects: press and propaganda, farmer's "culture", 
racial questions among the farmers, training, agriculture, cconomics 
and personnel, Thero was also a Copartment for legal problems, 


These of fices, however, were largely nominal, 


OFFICE FOR COMMUNITY POLICY (LOC; AL GOVTRNMENT 
AFFAIRS) 

PAUL KOPPE said he was an official on the staff of the 
Geuleiter and dealt with wr t was known as "community" policy, This 
translation is not clear but it seens to mean an office for local 
government or municipal affairs. The office was divided up into 
a Gauantsleiter and five assistants, It administered settloment 
and emigration, legal matters, culture, training, relief workers 
and civil servants, In disciplinary matters it was subordinate 
to the Gauleiter, Instructions, however, were not received from 
the Gauleiter but from the Reichsleiter in the main offico for 
"community policy", 

On the Krois levol there was a Kreisamtsloiter for tho same 
purpose who in disciplinary matters was also subordinate to the 
Reichsleiter but received his directions from tho Gauamtslcitor, 
Thore was no office of this description on tho Ortsgruppen lovol, 

Described in moro detail, the activities of the Gauamtsloiter 
for community policy included buildings, settlements, legal matters, 
the theater, music, professional training, civil servants and 


economic questions, 





NA 


Defense Counsel examined the witness on the use of tho 


word "policy" with regard to the title of this office and whother 
it indicated that the office had any influence on politics, KOPPE 
said that a much better description would have bern the "office 
for community problems" since it was merely a "professional office" 
and non-political, There were similar offices like the offico for 
education and students! organizations, 

Üross-exanined as to what matters connected with local Govern 
ment required tho advice of his department, the witness said that 
the Gauleiter hed the right to suezest names for leading municipal 
offices, such as the Mayor, Pressed on this point by tho Prosecu- 
tion he admitted that the Gauleiters wore given considerable influ- 
ence on local government by Law, He admitted that the Gauleitor 
appointed candidates who were favorable to the Party, Ho also 
Said that pressure wes almost always brought to bear on Blockloiters 
and Zollenleiters to fill such posts and that refusal would involve 
expulsion from the Party and other penalties (see page 1018 of the 


transcript). 


THEO HUPFAUPR who was a member of the DAF and lator chief 
of the central office of the Reichs Ministry of Armament and war 
production, gave interesting evidence as to the independence of 
this organization from the nolitical leadership of the party, 
HUPFAUER served in the DAF as an administrative officer from 1936 
until 1944, The DAF was an adopted organization of the Party, It 
was part of the party organization but as far as personnel and 
appointments were concerne. it was autonomous, 

On the Reichs level thore was a foreign office of tho DAF; 
on the Gau level, a Gau adwinistration and similar organizations 
on the Kreis and Ortsgruppen levels, 

Within the various regional districts there were subordinate 
offices for public health, education, etc, The main connection 
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between the DAF and the POLITICAL LEADERS was that the higher 
leaders of the DAF, such as tho Gau, Kreis and Ortsgruppen direct- 
ors, held positions of equal rank within the POLITICAL L”ADMRSHIP 
CORPS. For instance, the leader of the DAF was a Reichs organizn- 
tion leader of tho party. lot all the officiels of tho DAF wore 
political leaders and in the contral office those recuired to bo 
so had to apply to the Party, It freauently resulted that of two 
people who filled the same functions, one was a Political Leader 
end tho other was not, For instance, an assistant in a particular 
department could be a Political Leader but not his chief, Con- 
sequently some officials in the DAF fall within the ch^rgos preferred 
ageinst the Politicel Leaders and others do not. 

In his position as Chief of the Section of social admins 
istration of the DAF, the witness was charred with securing the 
cooperation of omployers rnd cuployees on labor matters, Ho 
operated. through workers commissions and sponsored social 
activities. He also administered problems of wages, working hours, 
prevention of accidents, labor law and gencral working conditions, 

The directives that he received came from the leader of 
the DAF, Dr, LEY who in such cases was acting in his capacity as 
hoad of the DAF rather than according to his title of Reichs 
Loader, The witness ssid that only conferences in which lenders 
of the DAF took part were with LEY, They did not participate in 
regular Party conferences, 

Asked whether membership in the DAF was forced upon tho 
Gornan workers, tho witness said th-t this was not correct, It 
carried out recommendations made by the different associations 
to assist the workers in mattors of wages, incapacity and insure 
anco, It took over all problems resulting from the dissolution 
of the trade unions. 

On cross-oxamination witness stated that on the staff of 
each Gauloiter, Kreisloiter and Ortsgruppenleiter thoro was a 


ropresentativo (Betriebsohman) of the DAF whose duty it was to 
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assist the Political Leader in his contacts with tho DAT, 


JISWIRTSCHAPISBERATER (KREIS ECONOMIC ADVISCR 


KARL ENGELBERT said that he filled the position of 
econonic advisor to a Kreisleiter in Cologne from 1937 to 1945, 

The Kreis economic »ivisors were Selected from indsutry and trado, 
Some were civil servants concerned with economic matters, The 
office was under the jurisdiction of the Xreisleiter and direce 
tives were received from a Gau economic advisor on the Staff of 
the Gauleiter, He in his turn received instructions from cither 
the Gauleiter or the deputy of the Fuohrer (see paces 1127-1128 

of the transcript). 

The duty of the official in question was to act as counsollor 
to the Kreisleiter and his fellow citizens in all economic matters, 
People came to him for information regarding taxcs, Monthly 
economic conferences were held with the members of industry, 
trade and the DAF, The witness did not participate in tho monthly 
conferences which the Kreisleiter held with his politicel advisors, 
In fact, his only connection with the Kreisleiter was to advise 
those who wore sent to him by the Kreisleiter and inform him on 
economic matters, Other than that he received no orders from 
tho EKreisleiter (see page 1130 of the transcript), 

It was not correct to call Kroiswirtschaftborators politi- 
cel leaders in tho full sonse of the word. They had no concern 
with political questions, Ho agreed, however, that it was true 
that any such office holder was called a political leader in the 


terminology used by the Party (see pases 1131-1132 of the transcript), 


ORGANIZATIONS 


حه 


The witnoss on this subject was DR, KRI, FRANS CHUDOBA, 
He was until the end of the wer Rector of the Friedrich Wilholm 
University at Bonn, He was a member of the Party. 


! 
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He said that before 1933 there were various student or- 
ganizations and associations of University professors and lecturers, 
From 1926 there had been a National Socialist student orzanization, 
the Deutsche Studentenbund, Another student organization within 
tho framework of the party was the Dozentenschaftbund, There 
were officials of these organizations in each university town, 

For instance, there was a local student fuehrer anà a local Dozen- 
tonschaft fuehrer (local teachers leader), These officials, how 
ever, belonzed in no way to the leadership of the Party, If there 
was more than one university in the Gau there were Gau student 
leaders and teachers leaders and at the head there wis a Reich 
lender.  Thore was no organizational link between tho Gau teachers 
and the Hoheitstroezer, (i.e. theGauleiter) and in no sense could 
these persons he called st:2f officers of the Gauleiter, 

Witness admitted that the students organizations were 
shown in the Organization Book of the Party as being attached to 
the staff of the Gauleiter, He said, however, that tho Organiza- 
tion Book does not indicate these organizations in hold type im 
plying that they did not hold office on the staff of the Gauleitera 
They were, however, subject to the Gauleiter from ^ disciplinary 


point of view, othcrwise thr ^re entirely independent. 


Witness denicd that there was any training dono by student 


groups, although the Creanization Book, Page 260, stated thet it 

as tho task of the NS Dozentenbund (to-chers association) to 
train university profess .°s and lecturers in National Socialism 
philosophy, He said that there was a discrepancy botwoen tho 
Organization Book and the facts, 

Cross-oxamincd, Professor Chudoba said that the roprosont- 
ative of teachers association was reauested to report to the Gau- 
leiter on the politicslani scientific views and aualifications of 
the student body, He also advised what ap% ointments should bo 
made, This was in accordance with paragraph 26 of the civil sere 
vice law and not a party matter at all, Candidates for officcs 


» 
had to be approved by either'a state or political offico, Prossod 
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as to whether the question was not really one of the political 
views of the candidates, witness would only admit that as Rector 
of the university ho reported whother poople were party members 


or not. 


AUSLANDSCRGANLZATION (FORMIGY ORGANIZATION OF 
r iy " n 


Tho witness celled by tho Defense on the subject was 
GRAY VON ROEDERN whe was personel assistant to Gauleiter BOHLE 
who was chicf of the foreign organization from 1943 to November , 
1944, Since tas anuslendsorzaisation is fully described in 
evidence rivon before she Tribunal by BOHLE starting at page 
6447 of tho English transcript, it is not proposed to describe 
his evidence in etail hore, The Commissioner during the hearing 
pointed out that most of tho matters connected with tho Auslands- 
organizetion had been very fully covered before tho Tribunal 
when tho affidavit of the witness BOHLY was read. 

Ho said BOHL™ hid repeatedly asked that Political Leaders 
belonging to this oreanizationshould not be used for countor- 
intelligence work. BOHLE made arrangoments with CANARIS, Chiof 
of the counter-intelligence department that thore taking part 
in counter~intel Ligence should be dismissed from the political 
sorvicc. 

Askea in cross-examinantion why if the Auslandsorganizar 
tion was perfectly harmless, it was closed down in Holiand, dis- 
solved in Americe and had its representatives deported from 
England, the witness said that he thought tho respective govorn~ 
monts of these countries were afraid that the organization wouid 
became an espionare service, He admitted that some members of 
it were in the service of tho SD and in the counter-intelligence 
service. 

Further crose-examinaticn was waived on the grounds that 


the matorial to be found in the cross-oxemination of Gaulciter 





BOHLE would ronder the evidence of the witness cumulative, (See 


Page 3 of tho summiry of evidence of GRAF VON ROEDERN already 


distributed), 


PNTRAL ADMINISTRATION OF THX PARTY 


(PARTY TRYASURER) 


The witness RICHARD MUELLER held office in the Central 
Bureau of the Party. He said that the chart contained in the 
Reichs Organization Book, Page 1893, was not in accordance with 
tho facts, He referred in particular to the treasurer of tho 
Party. He said that the Party administration was an organization 
on its own within the structure of the Party and its compctonco 
included associate or anizations, The treasurer of the party was, 
therefore, the chief not only of the finance offices of Political 
Leaders but also of the so-called "militant" organizations, By 
this ho meant the SA, tho ALLGSMTINE SS, the NSXK anû the HJ, 

There were finance offices on the Gau, Kreis and Orts- 
gruppen levels, The persons who held these offices were proe 
fossionally traine] individuals from industry or tho civil service, 
Several positions were held by peonle who were not party members, 
Peonle employcd within the treasurer's office were usually unpaid 
and honorary workers but witness was unable to state the percentage, 

He denied that although they were given the rank of 
Political leaders tus trea: ary officials hea «ny political 


responsibility., 
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PART II. 


DEFENSE OF THE POLITICAL NER ZRS AGAINST TEE CRIMES 
WITH WHICH THEY ART CHARGED UNDER 
ARTICLE VI OF ux CHARTER 


I. AGGRUSSIVE YAR. 


In describing the various meetings held by Gauleiters, 
Kreisleiters and Ortsgruppenleiters all the witnesses denied that 


the subject of aggressive war was ever mentioned, 


lI. INTERFERENCE WITH CHURCH ACTIVITI*S 

All the witnesses stated that within their districts 
POLITICAL LEADERS enjoyed complete freedom of conscience and 
worship, It was admittod that there was a conflict between 
religious and political organizations but steps were taken by 
the POLITICAL LEADERS to lesson this conflict, 

MEYER-WZNDEBORN stated that he strenuously opposed 
the 1936 decrer requiring the removal of religious omblems from 
school rooms, He also opposed the decree of the Reich Security 
Main Office which forbade the saying of carly Mass on mornings 
after air raids, As a result of his efforts these prohibitions 
wore lifted. 

Tt was admitted by VON l.2EDCRF that e number of party 
leaders were hostile to the Church, but hc denicd that tho higher 
leaders of the party docided on a complete elimination of tho 
Church and the substitution of Nazi principles for Spiritual 
ideale, 

Gauleiter BORLI, chief of the foreign organization, 
issued an order forbidding political leaders anl Gormans living 
abroad to dis:ue3 chron problems, 

MCHR said that NARRF issued an order to the effect that 
farmers! loaders w.~e not permitted to leave the Church without 
resigning from their party offices first, In 1940, howevor, he 


issued a further secret order suspending this (see pages 1439- 
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1440 of the transcript). his connection witness denied 


knowledge of Docurent D 75, a letter from the Chief of the 


Chancellory to the Gauleiters, instructing them to " 


the church from German Society". 

KUEHL, referred to Documcnt D 901 by the Prosecution, 
said that the erea o: ormany referred to f i^ where the 
religious movements were sharply criticel of Nazi mossuros, 
This document mentioned thet when a person Leaves the church no 
has different texes imposed ou nim and thet a pastor "should 
roceive a rap on tno knuckles", Witness explaincd thet when a 
person resigned. fren the church some taxes were remitted, 

Another case was referred to where the Xreielcitor hed 
reported a clergyman to the SD who hed attacked the Nazi system 
from tho pulpit, 
would have been ‘harty to make 2 report to the C*STAPO or 8 
of whet he had heard at a chureh service, 

Witnesses denind knowledge of Document PS 070, U 
roquiring thet crucifixes be reuovodà from the churches and 
olimination of morning and eveniug prayers. 


NOT COAVPS 
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internod, The POLITICAL LZADZRS had no part in 
tration and as a general practice were not allowed to 
except by speciel permission ot HIMMLER, 
to have opposed the maintenance of concentratio 
pressed this view t^ HITLIST 

The witnesses, including the Ortsgruppenleitors, denied 
receiving directives regarding the detention of political 
opponents, There were cases, however, in which POLITICAL LEADSRS- 


obtained the release of prisoners from tho camps 
۰. 
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iV. AT?TITUDS OF POLITICAL LTADERS TOWARDS 


HD J WISH QUESTION. THEY WORE INNOCENT 
OF PRRSECUTING Titi JEWS 

Questioned with respect. to Point 4 of the Party Program 
dealing with tho unequal distribution of Jews and antiesemitism 
under which no one could be part of the German Volk who was not 
entirely of Aryan blood, HIRT admitted that this was unfair dise 
crimination against the Jews, He claimed that the decent 
elements among the German people did not want any part in such 
discrimination, However, after HITLER came into power no 
individual had any power to resist this policy. Such resistance 
would have meant they would have been thrown into a concentration 
camp, 

Ho denied that Coulciters participated in the measures 
against the Jews or carried out instructions that they should 
wear yellow badges and have their property confiscated, KUFHL 
said that Political Leaders in his district did not know of any 
of the intontions of the Reich Leaders with respect to the solue 
tion of the Jewish problem, On the basis of the Party program 
they believed this problem could be solved legally by immiere- 
tion, Ec had never heard of tho term "final solution", Tho 
rarty Leaders were in no senso rosponsitlo for the deportation 


of Jews, 


ENGELSERT was asked whether ho know of Document PS 3051, 
S O520 dated November 10, 1928, This was a telegram to all 

state police officers in which it was ordered that CNSTAPO 
officials cooperate with Politicel Leacors in arranging the 
enti-Jowish demonstrations at that timo, He and other witnessos 
denied that any advance notice of the demonstrations was given 
to local Political Lenders. 

With regard to REYDRICH!s order on the same subject to 
the Chiefs of tho State Police that they were to contact 1 


local Gaulcitere and Kreisleiters for a joint organization of 


demonstrations, M"YER-~WANDABORN said that he dic not bolieve 
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HBYDRICE had any power to order the Gauleiters to co such things, 


He could offer no explanation as to why the Police shoul’ contact 
the Folitical Leaders, The Document roferred to is PS 051, US 
520. 

Other witnesses denied tho existence of any organized Jew 
baiting by Tolitical Leaders, They said that they had not heard 
of a letter dated June 3, 1933 from the Gauleiter of Coblenz 
atresse to the Xreisleiters which ordered them to sot up a 
committee for such activities, and that the Ortsgruppenloiter 
should set up secret sub-committees, It was alleged that those 
committees were to report the names of anyone who bought goods 


from the Jews, 


Gauleiter WAHL admitted to having received orders from 
BORMANN, GOEBBELS and HIMMLFR on the treatment of Allied airmen, 
This directive vrovitec that p»rticipants in lynchings of Allied 
flyers should not be punished, He said he did not transfer or 
execute these orders, It was generally believed by most decent 
people that Allied airmen should be well troated since they wore 
scldiers, WAHL said that his district was heavily attacked but 
he knew of no case of ill treatment of Allied airmen, 

faul sitar XAUFFMANN of Hamburg clained also to have issued 


counter-orcers in his Gau to tho BORMANN directive. 


VI. TRE IMENT QF FOREIGN VORETRS 


Various documents were put in by the Prosecution showing 
that decrees wore sont to the Political Leaders relative to the 
harsh treatment of foreign laborers, WAHL said he knew of cere 
tain decrees rocarding the harsh treatmont of Polish laborers 
but generally they were not trented any difforently than othor 
foreign workors, In fact SAUCKEL issucd innumerable orders that 


they were to be well treated, Documont D 884A, a lettor dated 


¬ 
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in 1944 fron the Gaustabaantleiter of Baden regarding abortions 
to be carried out on foreign women workers was also introduced, 
All the witnesses deplored this order anà denied having carried 
it out, 

MOR claimed that the allotment of foreien labor was 
handled by the Reich manpower office and their living arrangoments 
by an official of the Reichs Naehrstand. He said he heard come 
plaints from both sides but in proportion to the immense number 
of persons employod, they were very few. He said that whero 
foreign workers were employed on farms they were practically 
always accepted with the farmer's family and were treated liko any 
other employee, He knew of instructions which prchibitod forcign 
laborers from entering restaurants and which gave the cmployers 
the right to punish them but most of the time these orders wore 
not passed on by his office because he knew auite well they would 
not be observed in farm districts, Other witnesses said that 
Similar directives were ignored in their districts, 

WEGSOHEIDUA said that he received 2, directivo from the 
Ortsgruppenleiter to the effect that foreign workers wero to cat 
at separate tables and wero not to use bicycles, This directive 
was also ignored, The main contention of tho defense sooms to 
be that it was not practicable to carry out orders for harsh troat- 
mente WAHL said that officials were attached to his staff whose 


job was to report bnd conditions, 


YII, ATTITUDE OF POLITICAL LEADIS 


LE PARTY PROGRAM 


HIRT, a Blockleitor of Nürnberg was auestioned at some 
length regarding the Nazi party program, He said that no right 
thinking German could have any idea that Point I, the union of 


the German people into one nation would be obtained by criminal 


means, 


With regard to Point 2, the Versailles Treaty, he said that 





the Blockleiters believed it was natural for a vanquished people 
to try to ease the harshness of a pesce treaty. 

Point 3 of the program relating to Lebensraum he intere 
preted as a demand for colonies which had belonged to Germany 


prior to the First World War, He thought there was nothing aggress- 


20 


ive about this claim, 

He was also asked for the view of the Blockleitors of 
HITLER's action with regard to Poland and his declared intontion 
(Document L 221 - USA 317) to incorporate into the Reich tho 
Crimea, the Baltic States and other castern territory, He remarked 
that the Block and Zellen Lettere had beon informed that the 
struggle of the German people was for their very existence, They 
had no thought of conquest or settlement in foreign torritorios, 
Block and Zellen Leiters had no idea of any plan for aggression 
or conquest and the war was represented to them ae being defensive, 


(Sce Page 1035 of the transcript), 
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PART III 


KNOWLEDGE OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


Various witnesses stated that they were acquainted with 
HITLER!s order that each individual should only learn as much 
information as was necessary for the fulfillment of his particular 
function, 

The Kroisloitors, for instance, testifiod thet on tho 
basis of this order a Political Leader on the Kreis level could 
not possibly have had any knowledge of preparation for tho war, 
None of them entered concentration camps and the subject was 
never discussed at their meetings, The Army was directly response 
ible for prisoners of war questions and did not involve the 
Political Leaders, 

The witnesses admitted that they knew of the existence 
of Document D 884 referred to, concerning the abortions practiced 
on foreign female laborers, KUEHL, however, said that such abore 
tions were pormitted only if the woman herself signed an applica» 
tion for one. It was agreed that party officials received informa- 
tion copies of this directive. Far from persecuting or ill 
treating foreign workers the witness as Kroielciter and Ortse 
eruppenleiter received directives from SAUCKEL which requosted 
decent treatment and rations for foreien lebor and he was active 
in enforcing such regulations, KUEHL said thet he knew of cases 
whore policemon and other persons were punished for crueltios 
towards foreign workors, (Sey paragraph on foreign workers abovo,) 

Witnesses for the Political Leadors denied any knowlodzo 
of euthanasia or "morcy killings", They had not heard of the 
order given by HITL™R to Reichsleiter Buehler and Dr, Brandt which 
allowed a certain group of doctors to carry out "mercy killings", 


(See page 1048 of the transcript), 
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EVIDENCE OF VOLUNTARY OR COMPULSORY MEMBFRSEIP 

Witness WAFL said there was a decree of 1941 or 1942 
which provided that party members who refused to take over a party 
office wore to be subject to trial by a party tribunal, This 
witness testified that he thoroughly disapproved of the party 
leadership's attitude and was often on the verge of resigning 
his office. He felt, however, compelled to retain his office for 
fear of the consequences, 

SCHNSIDER (Sce Page 1397 to 1398 of the transcript) said 
that he was appointed to the position of Zellenleiter by his Orts- 
gruppenleiter without having been given any previous notice and 
without consultation as to whether he wanted the position, 

very party membcr was obliged to cooperate in this manner. 
If a man, for instance, who had a good job in the civil service 
or in private employment refused to serve in the party, his action 
would have been considered sabotage asainst the State, 

WOLF said thet it vas permissible for civil servants in 
certain cases to resign from the Party but this would of course 
heve meant that a civil servant would lose his job, 

With regard to the DAF, HUPTAUER said that membership in 
the Political Leaders Corps on the part of DAF officers was cone 
tingent on an application made to the party chancellry on their 
behalf, This was usually made by the higher TAF officers, 

Members did not join tho party of their own free will, Tho samo 
rules applied to the Foreign Organization and to other affiliated 
organizations, 


In contrast to what has doen st-ted above, MEYER-WENDEBORN 


said thet most Political Leaders occupied their offices voluntare 


ily, particularly the Blockloiters and Zellenloiters,. Theseo were 


appointed by the Ortsgruppenleiter after discussion with his 
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Steff. If, howevor, a person considered himself unable to perform 
the duties he could 4661126, Thus there waa no question as to 


whether acceptance of office by Zellenleiters and Blockleiters was 


compulsory or not (See pares 598 to 599 of the transcript), 


+ 


In conplete contradiction to what had been said by other 
witnesses, MAYR- RNDRBORN went on to say that if a man could say 
he was unable to take care of his profession or his family as a 
result of the caros of office, he could request release from his 
rorty duties, This was ususlly granted, The question of rcosisna- 
tion was Toally one of the sense of responsibility of the of ficial 


concerned, 
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THT G^9TATO 


The Defense colle? 12 witnesses who may be divided into 
four groups, The first croup eave evidence rerarding the struct- 
ure and activ he G” Germany itself and in 
occupied territo ihey also deseribed tho alleged legsl basis 

tho G^STAL9. The evidence of the witness ENOCH"H for tho SD 
lc also be etuiioc in regard to GISTAPO activitios in occupied 
territory. These witnesses were: 


DR. WEEN R BRST v o was from 1936 to 1940 Ministeria 
Director of the Security Police in the Reich Ministry 
of the Interior and later Reich Plenipotentisry in 
Denmark, Ho was the author of the boot "The German 
Police", frequently referred to by the Prosecution. 


KARL HEINZ HOFFMANN, who was in charse of the division 
of the GUSTAVO concerned with Western Furopean cucs- 
tions and after 19.3 Chief of Ant IV of the Sccurity 
iolice in Denmark. 

FRANZ STRAUB, who was commander of the Security rolice 
in Belsiun Prot 1940 to 1943 and efterwards criminal 
director there until the German retreat in Septonber, 


1 
4 
0 
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next eroup of witnesses cavo evidence 


mar 


GISTAPO branch offices in different & 


JALTTR ALBATH, Chief of the G™STAPO in KÜnicsber- 
L921 to 1945 and later Inspector of the Security I 
3D 'ohrkreis (Diisseldorf) until the end o 


t 


and SD in 
wer, 


LUDWIG OLDACH, Chief of the GASTAPO in the Mecklenbure 
District from 193% to 1945 


The third group gove evidence on the closing by tho 
ESTAPO of unauthorized concentration cam ips belonging to the SS 
the SA and other disciplinary matters, They also described 
the connection of the GMSTAPO with the events of Novembor, 1938 
and the so-called "Action Zeppelin" (segregation of Russian P's) 


GUENTHR JOEL of the Reich Ministry of Justice from 
1933 to 1943 and later attorney sencral of Westphalia, 


HEINRICH VITZDMANU, Chief of i'olice and GTSTAPO in 
KÜnizsberg from 1936 to 1939 and Later Tolice President, 


WILHELM GRUTINWALD, who was from 1943 personal representa- 
tive of the Inepector of Security Police and SD in 
Braunechwoig. po 
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The fourth group gave evidence concerning the transfor of 
subsidiary organizations into the GMSTAPO, the compulsory character 


TIM a 


of membership in the GTSTA-O and the status of administrativo 


personnel within the organization, 


JOHANN HDL of the Technical Information Burosu of 
the GFSTAPO in Munich, 


OTTO SOMANN, Chief of the Security Police in Viosbadon, 
1943 to 1945, 


WILHTLM JOHANN KIRCHBAUM, Chief of the Military Police 
in Obersalzberg, 1940 to 1945, 


RANS TESMSR, Attorney of the Gestapo in Berlin from 1936 
to 1945, 


Frem statements made by Counsel it would apear thet in 
calling these 12 witnosses, the Dofense sock to troves 

l. The GESTAPO was a State police orzanization 
to the police systoms to be found in other countries, 

2 Its activities were based on legal decreo, It actod 
within the Gorman penal cote to prevent political crimes and to 
maintain the security of the State, 

Se Tho G"STAPO had disciplinary authority over the Party, 
It supressed illegal concentration camps and other abuses, It 
enteavored to maintain order during the events of Novembor, 1938, 

| Border Police and the Security Ticld Pol 
other suhsidicry groups ware c mpulsorily transferred to the 
GUSTAVO toecthor with a number of civil servants an »?ninistra- 
tivo o@ficials, Administretive personnel hac no executive powers 
and none of these groups could have protested against their trans- 
for without fear of disciplinary action, 

9. Knowledge of the activities of the EINSATZGRUSTEN, 
conditions in concentratiou camps and other allesed atrocitios 
was Limited to a vory small circle of GESTAPO officials, 

The following is a summary of the evidence taken on bchalf 
of the GESTAPO, It may be convenient to the Tribunal to consider 


it under the following heades 
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es Relating to Article 6 of tho Chartere 


Origins and Dovelonnont of tho G"STADO from 1933, 


0 f 


Its Activities and Orsanizeation in Gorman. 


Its Activities and Onz-nization in Oc eui 


with Concentration Camus, 


Its Defense against the Charre 

Interrogations and Brutality. 
vonnection with tho Denortations 
of Jews, 


Its Defenso í-^inst the Cheree of Persceuting 
the Church, 


Evidence of Voluntary or Compulsory Membership, 


Le Transfer of Civil Servants ond J Gministr-tivo 
Officials to tho GTSTAPO 


Il, Conpulsory transfer of the 
GMSTAPO 


Compulsory transfer 
كم‎ ee 
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Other Ore-nizations 


and 


of the work of tho TINSATZGRUTPEY 
n 


icentration Camps, 
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I, ORIGIN AND DEVFLOPMUNT OF TE? GYSTAPO 


Most of the evidence on this subject was given by DX, 
WERNER BEST, until the end cf the war German Plenipotentiary in 
Denmark, He published in 1940 a book called "The German Police" 
which described tne organization of the Security Police, BEST, 
who was n lawyer and professional civil servant, held various 
positions in the Reich Ministry of Justice and the GESTAPO office 
in Berlin, He claims to be an suthority on the subject of the 
position of the GESTAPO within the German police system though 
his accuracy on some points is disputed by witnesses for both 


tho GESTAPO and SD. 


Creation of a Political Police Forces 


Examined by Defense Counsel on the subject of his book, 
he said that in 193% it became neenssary to organize a political 
police force, Prior to 1933 there had been political departments 
attached to cach police headauarters but no unified police 
authority. Before tho Party came into power, the uniformed 
polico had frequently been cm] ered against the Nazis, and te 
protect them from reprisals witness organized in his district of 
Kesse a combined state and political police, This procedure 
was followed elsewhere., These new police departments wore declared 
to bo part of the Natione" Secialist system, They were given 
authority with respect to members of the Party, This permitted 
employment of many professional policemen who would otherwise 
have been disqualified from belonzing to the Party. 

The legal basis of the police system of the National 
Socialist Stato was laid down by a decree of the Reich Presidont 
dated 26 February 1935, The witness emphasized that tho National 
Socialist idea of the State was purely authoritarian. This can 
be gathered from the laws of the 24th of March 1934 which gave 


the Reich Government power to issuc laws, The morality of 
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presecuring political enemies must bo considered in this light, 


l Police: Presecution of | 


The political police cf the newly formed GESTAPO wore 
employed to progsocute party members, and to avoid criticism were 
equipped with 55 From 193% onwerds they were used to 
discipline the Party, According: to the witness JOFL (transcript 
pacc 1060) members of tho party were pardoned by GORING only 
for offenses committed in connection with tho seizure of power 
by tho Nazis. Gepartment was set up in tho Ministry 

Justice to deal with crimes committed by party mombors, These 
were mainly offenses of a purely criminal nature, The GESTAPO, 
however, were used for political crimes such as the ense which 
led to thc romovel of Gauleiter and GUSTAPO Chief STREICETR in 


Mirnbeve (Pares 1061-1062 of the transcript), 


Ihe reason fcr t. rm n. of the RSHA or Roich Security 
Main Office was that HEYDRICH, The Chiof of the Security Police, 
desired that different organizations attached to him should bo 
amalgamated, After this amalgamation took place, tho different 
departmonts, according to witness, remained the same and carricd 


out the sane functions, 


Al. ACTIVATING OF THX GESTAPO IN GURMANY, 


l, According te DR. BEST th functions of tho GESTAPC 
can be defined as (a) adwinistrative, and (b) executive, The 
exceutive part included what might be called a "political" 


id counter-intcllicence work as carried out by 


Security Police, 


The administrativ- officials bolonged to a category sop- 


arate from the oxocutivo officials. They were engrzed only in 





office work and dealt with expenditure, acceunting and other 
forme of administration, Turther rofsrenee to their pesition 


is made by the witness TESMER in Paragraph B III ef this roport, 


(i) COUNTER INTELLIGENCE 


The description of the countcr=-intelligence section of 
the GESTAPO by DR BIST is somowhat confused, It appears that. 
originally the ordinary uniformed palice had a countcreintollie 
gence division attached to them, This work wae carricd out by 
specially assignod @fficials in the different previnces, Aftor 
1933 these affirials were taken over by the GESTAPO, There was 
alse a military countor-intollieence organization (Abwehr) which 
was independent, The GUSTAPO erganization dealt with individual 
enses of espionage while tho military ceunter-intelligonco 
ascertained the purposes ef the enemy, Theso institutions kept 
each other informed of eurrent developments, BST estimated 
there wore about 2,800 to 3,000 Peeple in the original countore 
intelligence police, He stated that up till 1940 every charge 
of treason against the State was transferred to the courts for 


trial, 


OTECTI YT CUSTODY 


The witness ALBATH said that protective custody measuroes 
were employed under authority given in an order of the 28th of 
February 1033, In the beginning the G"STAPO did not carry out 
protective custody on its «wn initiative but only aftor come 
Plaint from the nevulation, from the poliee, from stato and Party 
officials or from the SD, After 1941 orders were issued allowe 
ing the GESTAPO te apley pretective €ustedy measured on ite own 
initiative, Tho GESTAPO wre instruct ed to take care of familice 
of people who wore talenn inte custady, (Transeript pages 9644967), 

BIST also discussed the quostion of مومه مدو‎ custody at 
some length, He said that there wae an appeal arzainst protcctive 
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custody erders to superior authority such as the Fuchrer or 
the Minister President of Prussia, At the beginning of the war 
the GZSTAPO had plans for a full cxamination of the question 


but this was never carried out, Both he and tho witness JOEL 


í 
(sce transcript page 1062) confirmed that protective custody 


was based on decree. In princiole the GESTAO acted for tho 
Ministry of Justice within the penal code and its actions were 
thus not arbitrary. 

B"ST sumnod up the position of the GMSTAPO with rogard 
to protective custody by saying thet it was the duty of tho 
GESTAPO to act as assistants to the state prosecutors to prevent 


political crimes, Protective custody was not the only police 


measure, nor was it the one most froouently applic, 


Both BIST and JOEL were cross examined on their claim: 
as to the legality of protective custody, 
dated 1937 had stated thet all attempts dangerous to the State 
were tho responsibility of the political police. The expression 
"Sangerous to the Spate" included situations which were con- 
sidered » menace to the State, even thouch no overt act had 
been carried out, He wee asked whether he would consider it 
criminal to put 20,000 people into concentration cams just 
beesuse they were Jows., He evacedr the auostion first by saswore 
ing thet this was a 'non-polico mattor", He then stated that 
in a moral sense it was a crime but its criminality would 
depend on whether the orders of tho Government that they should 
be arrested could be said to have tho force of law or not, He 
insisted that so far n: the executive departments of the 
G2STAPO were concerned, members of the Ore>nization had no 
opportunity to avoid the execution of such orders, 

JODL admitted thet thoro were cases in which the G78TAPD 


exceeded their functions in 2 manner that was not within tho 
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tee scope of tho penal core. The offenders, however, woro 
punished (sec pages 1065-1067 of the transcript and Doeunent 


PS 3751). 


(iii) ACTIVITIES OUTSIDT TEX SPERT OF POLICZ WORE 


BEST stated th: s time wont on, tho G™STAPO or individual 
members of it were ordered to teke certain executive mensures 
0155156 of their police 21+ مع‎ Such messures were for purely 

ical purposes, As an example he oucted the employmont of 
GESTAPO to arrest the 20,000 Jews previously referrod to in 


(ime 


986, There were many similar orders civon to tno GISTAPO later 


In cross-oxnmination on this point, BUST was askol whothor 
it was true thet the basis of the G"STADC!g authority wos the 
throwing of people into concentration camps without 

degree 
Tepcated that actions like the arrests o WS were not polico 
functions at all, He aimitted in referonen to an article that 
ke wrote in 1937 that as long as the activitics of tho G*5STADPO 
were consistent wi üBintainins HITLER in power, the 
matters 

however, that all such actions wore based on ori 

tha Government, 

He waa algo reminded’ of a statement in his 
a8 long as tho police carrind out tho will of the Governnent, 

necting legally. He replica that an order that di? not 
cume within the sphere of police work would not be inclu?od in 


this sta tomo! 


(iv) TRAINING OF G 


The attention of the witness BTS was called to a qQuota- 


tion on Page 109 of his book which 8t^tos that members of tho 


GESTAPO were trainee in National Socialism and 
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ropliea thet this was done to the same extent as in other state 
ana civil service schors ia Germany, He denied thet training 
of the police ws handled by the 38, He sai? that fully ono 
half of the GUSTATO organization wes compose” of olĉer officers 


who never received such ideological treininc althouch it hac 


bo: n HIMMLFR's wish that the G STATO should recoivo instruction 


from the 


29. ACTIVITIES OF ICAL OF “IONS. 


i1) STIRI GURMAUY (DUSSTLDCR™) 


LG 


The activities of local G7STA20 of “ices were 
by the witnesses ALBATH and OLDACH, 
he beenme inspector of the Security Police and SD of Yohrrris 
6 which comprised six districte: Aachen, Coloene, Dissolaorf, 
Arnsberz, Munster and Minden (see paco 721 of the transcript), 
wore leter reduced to four, 
of witness as Inspector of tho Security Police 
'omprisec inspection of tho offices 
Criminal Police, Securit: Police ant SD. In cenerel tho witnos 
was chereei with seeing that the decrees of the Roich Socurity 
Main Office were carríoi out and ho elso investigated alloca 
illegal ^ctivitios amone members of the GTSTATO, Ho tric’ to 
coordinate the wort; of the GESTAPO and SD, It was HTYDRICH!'s 
idea that the SD, should be the General Steff and the GSTATO 
should be the fighting 60] f the Security Tolice, (Ti 
for the SD deny thet the SD performed this function), 


There wag considercsble friction between the SD and the 


GuSTarO, The witness strated that he was rosvonsihble to the 


Higher SS and Police Leader of Yehritreis 6. He received no 
orcers from the Guuleitors but as Reich Defense Commissionors 


ss 


they were entitled to issue orders to the تح‎ '"STAPO, 
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Protective Custody 


On the subject of protective custody he said thot it was 
possible for the arrested rereon to appeal to the Chief of tho 
Sceurity Folico nnd SD of the district. Witness had several 
porsons released that way. In the case of an apneal direct to 
the RSHA, the RSHA mace the decision and whrre they thomsolvos 
had originally ordered protective custody the appeal wont to them 
(transcript page 969), GESTATO officials were recuire’. to investi- 
garte every three months whether or not persons arrested on protoc- 
tive custocy should be released, In tho case of persons in cope 
centration cams, the camp commander was asked to write ^, report 
to the RSHA regarding the behavior of the inmates, The GTSTAPO 
frequently recommended the release of individuals but their 


recommencaticns were ignored by the RSHA, 


fii) TASTZRN GERMANY (MTCKLENBURG) 


The witness OLDAC" nalen ve a description of tho functione 
of a local branch of the GUSTAPO, CLDACH was in ch reo of both 
the GESTAPO and Criminal Police in Mecklenbturz from 1933 until 
the end of the war. He ha 18 civil servants employed in his 
depertment, all of whom vere formerly with the State Police, Only 
four of the fifteen civil servants vero party members prior to 
1932 ani a few joined the Party after that time. The acminis- 
trative section of the Depertmont was drawn from the Criminal 
rolice, Resular Police and Gendarmerie, 

Ee asserted thot tho transfer to a political polico depart- 
ment was purely an aĉministrative step so fer as the civil sorvice 


employecs were concerned, 


Duties of Local GESTAPO Offices, 


AS Chief of the GESTAPO witness said it was his duty to 


discover and investizate organizations or factions hostile to the 
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State, His investications included the possible crimin^l activity 
of the State and Party officials, He made reports both to the 
State and the Party on all major political matters, His doprrtment 
included tho SD and was divided into sections which gathored ine 
formation concerning (a) Socialists and Communists; (b) opoosition 
to the National Socialist movement and other hostile ^ctivitios; 


(c) Criminal activitics of party members, freemasons, Jews and the 


Church; (à) Countcr-espi^a o and foroien intollizenec, 


Chain of Command, 


His orders came from tho RSHA throuch the Gaulciter who 
also hapnened to he Stadthalter of tho Reichs Security Office, 
The Gauloiter received en oral report from him evory two wooks, 
Typical subjects on which ho was asked to report were osSpioneco; 
the emucelinz of foreien currency by high Party members; attempts 
by the landed aristocracy to establish a esctionary governments 
the anti-socicl conduct of estate owners and alleged Communists 


(see Page 754 of tho transcript), 


The witness state vit tine GESTAPO employed no information 
agents of its own but acted mostly on reports from local police 
leaders, the Party and the SD, The SI S, however, quite ine 
Cepencent of his department, Relations with politics] Groups and 
party leaders were not satisfactory, Thero were numerous cases 
of lawlessness among members of the Party. Eo gava instances 


of the prosecution of hich SA leaders for embezzlement and of 


preeecdines against SA mon for assault (soc pases 7574-7575 of tho 


transcript). 


A 


ac. no prisons of their own in his aron, 
irisoners arrosted by them were brought to prisons run by the 


local police, Inter-ozations took place within the 6575124050 tuild- 
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ing or at the offices of the local police, Witness denied that 
any tortures or abuses oecurred during tho intorrocations, (Pacos 
737 to 738 of the transcript). Persons arrested wore permitted 
to protcst to tho RSHA and in some cases these protest: broucht 
results, 


III. ACTIVITIES OP THE GRSTAPO IN COOUPITD TUREITORY. 


AL Rie 


l. BELGIUM AND NORTH EN FRANC. 
During tho occupation tho witness FRANZ STRAUB was commander 


of the Socurity Police and criminal director in Belsiun 


13, 1940 until the retirement of the Gormans 


Formation of the Office of the Chief o Sccurity 
Police 


In Belziun and Northern France police matters werc first 


Gealt with by a police group on tho staff of the military commander, 


The executive work was carried out by the secret military police 


who were subordinate to the Eish Command, In July 1940 1 
at the request of the military commander sent 250 men to Beleium 
to form the office of the Deputy of the Chief of Security Tolices 
In this office there were 90 members of the Security Police, 50 
or 60 members of the SD together with other auxiliary porsonnel, 
Tho office as tho Hizhor SS and Police Leader was institutec in 
Brussels in May, 1942 ac the Supreme 201166 authority, 

The office of the Security Police anc SD took over the 
secret military police and as a result contained cicht groups of 
100 men each, It remained, however, under the jurisdiction of 
the military commander. Its funetions were to make reports to 
Amts 4 and 6 of the RSHA. Orders of tho RSHA were, according to 
the witness's opinion, first discussed with the military co: 
before being passod on to tno Security Police, In crosseoxeminae 
tion STRAUB stated that ^t first the secret field police (military) 


were used to carry out arrests and tho Security Police confinod 





their activitice to counter-intelligence, Later the sccrot 

field police became too busy and the Security Police gradually 
gained eXceutivo powers so that by 1944 it was contompleted 

that they should have full authority under a Higher SS and Police 
Leacer, 

Tho departments in the office of the Deputy Chief of the 
Security Police corresponded to similar departments within tho 
RSHA, In Belgium anc Northern Franco the Belgium and French 
police force worked in liaison with the Security Police through 
liaison offices. 

Witness claimed that thoro was a general confusion in tho 
minds of the public as to the nature of different GuSTAPO organi za» 
tions. Wheyever a German police organization was referrod to, 
it was usually called the GESTAPO which was held responsible for 
everythings that happened, This confusion was ageraveted by tho 
fact that some 1116851 organizations used the name of tho G™STATO 
to carry out arrests anc 01515 abuses, 


Forgizn Vorkors = PI's = Conditions in 
Prisons and Camps 


The GuSTA'O in Northern Franco and Belsium was not cone 
oc with the recruiting of foreign laborers. This was handled 
deputy of SAUCKEL, 

Thore were no prisoner of war camps in Belgium or Northern 
France, The "Nacht und Nebel" decree was carried out by tho 
military courts and deportations under this decree were performed 
by the frontier police, In cross-examination the witness said 
thet the "Nacht und Nebel" decree was only sent to the GESTAPO 
for information. 

A long description of conditions in prisons in Belzium 
during the period of occupation was given by this witness, which 
is to be found on Pages 3 to 5 of the summary of his evidence 


already distributed, In brief the witness stated that tho 


G™STAPO carried out no executions, These were ordered and 
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carried out by tho militery,. Third Cegree interrogations hat to 
be specially authorized by his office and according to the wit- 
ness, the Security rol. only carried out 50 such intorroe^tions 
while he wes in Bolgium, The most severe measures authorized 
were manacling or beatin; with a stick, The number of <=trokes 
administered was limited ana if more than ten were given, a 
physician hac to bo pres^ The allogation of torture cells 


attached to the security 201166 offices is unfoundec, The witness 


explained various French documents 1162125 torture hy saying 


Tem 
7 


that there was no GESTAPO office at any of the towns mentionod, 


(See Document T 5€), RF 305, Pere 15, Document 560, RF 305, 


Chapter 2). Witness firmly denied the charge made in tho lattor 
Cocumont, "we can actually say that no one arrested by the G?STAPO 


Er 


has escaped ill treatment". Witness asserted thet tho GTSTAPO 
wore professional policemen and thet such eveeeses were auite 
outside their conception of police work, 


Poris 


functions of the 07582020 in 

rt on the SD), In Paris the comosi-~ 
tion of the office of the Security Police anà 
the same 28 that in Brussels, varia. departme: 
having opposite numbers in occupied territory, 

KNOCHSN wat asked about GTSTAPO prisons and claimed that 

the GTSTAPO had no prisons of their own in Trance. 
that decrees like the "Bullet" decree and the Commando order 
were not carried out by the G"STAPO but hy tho Armed Forces, It 
was admitted that tho GESTAPO were concerned in tho prevaration 


lists of hostages in Paris, 





HUNE AMI 


2, DENMARK 


DR. BYST was from 1922 Reich Plenipotentiary in Denmark, 
His evidence, however, is for the most part, confined to a dese 
cription of the structure and development of the GUSTAPO as set 


forth in his book, "The German Police", (1940). 


he Office of the Shief 


The witness HOFTMANN was made Chief of the State Police 
in Denmark in 1943 and took over the GTSTAPO office (Amt 
said that the G°STAPO played no port in any of the prelimi 
operations involving the occupation of Denmark, The Gorr 
Plenipotentiary, DR, BUST, added abcut 10 er 15 men fron 
criminal and state police to his steff who had neither exceutive 
powers nor carricd out intelligence work. These officiels C Ome 
operated with the Danish police and the Danish Army continued to 
exist, 

As a result cf the increase in acts of sabotege C" 
pcrscnnol were increased to 40, In 1943 martial law was 
end the Danish Army was disbanded, Three hundred Danish 
were arrested and the deportation of Jaws was started, 
highest pclico officiel in Denmark was the Hichor SS and Police 
Leader who controlled the Crder Pelice, the Security Police, 
the WAFFEN-SS and Danish SS formations. He had equal rank with 
the military commander end the Reich plenipotonti^ry, Tho office 
of the Chicf of Security Police was organized in Denmark in 1943 
and as in other occupied territories its departments corresponded 
to the different Amts of tho RSHA, The GUSTAPO received ordorg 
from tho Higher SS and Police Leader through the RSHA and tho 
Reich Plenipotentiary. Tho purpose of Dop^rtment 4 (GUSTAPC) 
cf the Security Police was to protect the German Army and to pro 
vont espionrge rogarding Gorman military ^ctivity in Donmark, As 
chief cf this department the witness had to cooperate with tho 


Danish police, 
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Supression of the Danish Police Force, 


“fforts wore made to use the Danish police in combatting 
sabotage and it was the practice of tho German police to hend 
over Danish people to be tried by Danish courts, 

The Danish police, however, proved untrustworthy and in 
December, 1943 the Higher 55 and Police Leader dissolved thon. 

It had been found that they were directly implicsted in the roe 
sistance movement. A Lars number of policemen wore deported to 
Germany. In order to avoid further bitterness engendered by this 
action, the GESTAPO mancged to save Danish policemen over 55 yonrs 
of age from deportation. They also arranged for tho wolf^ro of 
the families of arrested men and for the sending of Red Cross 
parcels to concentration camps, 

THE GPSTAPO also protested to the RSHA regsrding countcr- 
espionage measures which they thought were too severe and calculat- 
ed to intensify the resistance movement. As a result tho G STAPO 
wes excluded from enforcing these measures, HOFYMAN also claimed 


thet the combined efforts of the GESTAPO persuaded the Reichs- 


ea 


fuehrer 55 not to deport the Danish Army to Germany. 


AND THE NOTHORLANDS 


Office of the Qhiof of tho 


ity Police 


The organization of the Secur'ty Police in Norway and the 
Netherlands at tho beginning of tho occupation was under the 
Chicf of tho Security Police whose office was divided into dopart- 
ments corresponding to tho Amts of the RSHA, In Norway there were 
special commandos of the Security Police and SD, Tho Sccurity 
Police was, as in cther countries, under the jurisdiction of tho 
Higher SS and Police Leader of the RSHA and of the Reich 
for Norway and the Netherlands, The amalgamation of the 


offices was corried out in Norway and the Netherlands in 
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fashion similar to thet described in Denmark and their functions 


were about tho same, namely to kerp order and protect tho Gorman 


Army and its interests, 


The Policy of Roprisals, Torture and Deportation 


In crosseoxanination regarding GESTAPO activitios in 
Denmark, Norway and Netherlands, the witness wes not willing to 
concede that the burning of houses as a reprisal for sabotase 
actions was criminal, Ho thought it was "inefficient police 
work" and he maintained that tho GTSTAPO shurod the view that 
only persons who had been proved cuilty should be shot. When 
pressed ho admitted that the shootings of hostocos wos criminal 
but maintained that was the type of thing which "we were fighting 
against", 

His department opposed tho Reich Commissar of كذ‎ 
Terboven, in his policy of torture and deportntion, 
the GESTAPO could not prevent the carrying out of an 
that for every German killed a Dane should bo killed 
every plant producing for Germany, one which produced. 

Should be destroycd, These measures wore not carriod 
GESTAPO, They emanated direct from HITL™R as a result 
ference on the 30th of Dcccuber 1943, 

Confronted with statements concerning ill trostzont 
brutality shown towards members of the resistence, he said 
he thought third degree interrogation wie justified in s c^ 
where a rosistanco leader had organized the shooting of 50 
soldiers in the back, The caso referred to was 
TIMROTH, He agroed, however, that tho official who carriot out 
the interrogation kad gone boyond the prescribed limits in this 
CASO. 

In Holland witness said that ho knew thet in 19422 ana 


hostages were shot, Berlin protestod arainst this shootin: : 
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Witness was not then in Holland 


og 
65 


vero. shot, 
rrioà out by the Security 


no furthor hostas 
was unawcre whether they were 


and 
Police. 

IV. THE GESTAPO AND CONCENTRATION CAMPS, 
ration in German 


5 و1 


All the witnesses denied thet the GESTAPO had anything to 
The witnoss 


do with atrocitios committed in concentration camps, 


ALBATH in crose-oxaninat!on denied that tho GUSTAPO carriod out 
13 m to 


did not know of HSYDRICH's secret orlersg 


any mass executions, He 
These exhibits were shown to hir 


No, 14 and Wo, 8 (USSR 14). 
demonstrate that these orders were sont to all GESTAPO officos 
Eofore 


^ 


o carry out mass executions, Bef 


ما4 
MMANDO leaders were to confcr‏ 
ide‏ 


vs 


Qut executions EINSA 


icy were directed t 
GUSTAPO chiefs and executions were to be held outsi? 


on 
v 


with the 
the limits of camps "as quiety as possible". 
Their 


J. 14 


het 19 Responsibility for 


ministration 


A- 
Ax 
“oniec herring of the Prussian order 


This witnoss a 
"Tho GNSTAPO Aüministers the State Cone 


‘id he was sure that this order was never 


centration Camps", 
S, & lew of tho 10th of 


t £109 P 


nu. zi 


carried out (Transcript pages 967), 


BEST was shown Decuner 
ch also attributed the administration of tho 
said that 


whi 
State Concentration Camps to th H 
wishes but was never put into cffect 


keep the concentration camp organization 
After 1937 


February 1936 


this reflected H®YDRICH's 


t wanted to 


i.nlse who were sont there by 


nod crim 


because HIMML™ 
as it vas, that is, immecintely under himself. 
protective 


amps contai 


concentration camps 
tho criminal police as well es individuals taken into 
At the outbreak of war, the concentration 


0,000 inmates, not over half of whon 


custody by the GUST APO, 
that the total number 


camps held approximatoly 
BFST estinated 


were politicel prisoners, 
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of prisoners imprisonec in jails in Germany at that timo was 


approximately 300,000, onc nth of whom had been sentencec for 


political crimes. According to his calculations, three times 
as.many people had bern sentenced for political crimes by the 
courta as had deen incarcerated by the G'STAPO. 


Conditions in the Cams ~ Tho "Bullet" Deerco 


In cross-oxamination BUST admitted that it wis a comp 


a 


practice to put herdonod prisonors into coneontration camps 
gether with political prisoners, Fe denied any knowledge of tho 
allegation that hardened prisonors maintained disciplino in 
caps by means of bruto force, 

Describing conditions in the Mecklenburg area, CLUACH 
stated that in 1944 thoro wore complaints that inm^tos of 
bruck camp who were working in factories wero better fed than 
German wrkers, On investigation this wes found to bo truc, 
741-742 of the transcript). 

Questioned regarding the soecalled Kugel or "bullet! 
decree, they oxplained that 
concentration camps: (1) unimportant porsons who could be im 
proved; (2) people who could be improved after local arrests; 
(3) hardenca criminals who were complotcly anti-social. Witness 


understood the words "bullot decree! to mean thet persons in 


Group 3 could receive a "chain and ball" (transcript pego 724), 
p pt 1 


The witness WILHTLM GRUDITYALD (trenscrint peres 273- 
289) was interroz^toó concerning the S0-e^lleà "Action Zeppelin", 
This was a project concerning the sogreention of Russian prisoners 
of war, The witness was transferred to a section of Amt 6 of 


the RSHA called "Zepoelin" for this purpose. Ho nover saw any 


written orders but he thought thot tho purpose of the operation 
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was to got volunteer Russians to work ^s apies behind the 
Russian lines, At Buchenwald prisoners were screened by toon 
working in the various camps. During the time thet witness was 
at 3uchorwalá between 1500 and 2,000 prisoners were examined, 
The Russians who volunte:reà for this work received special 
treatment and extra fooi (age 277 of the transcript). 

The witness Conie? that the real intention wos to execute 
these prisoners, He said that the great sccrecy preveiline with 
refard to their training might have given rise to tho rumor 
that they were executed, He expressed tho opinion that tho 
statement contained in Document PS 2542, USA 482, that thoro 
GLSTAPO groups charged with selecting prisoners of war for 
execution, in reality refrrred to the field teams 
Zeppelin", These teams were made up of SD personnel as woll 
as mon from the GESTAPO. He said that the only connection 
fmt 4 of the Reich Security Office with "Action Zeppelin! w: 

hat some men of Ant 4 were transferred to Amt 6 for tho carrying 
out of the project, 

Considerable controversy arose during the hearing of the 
Commission as to whother LINDOW, the a or of the statennnt 

USA 482 (Paragraph 4 previously referred to) 
gation of prisoncrs 
telligence puroos?s under Amt IV with the work 
sonnel attached to Amt V. in sezresatine prisoners 


execution, 


"OG NG} iN NLR AT] LON QN GAl MPS 5 1 U Hd RITCE 


US 
LIN A 


Denmark 
umerk the GESTAPO received an order from Berlin ro= 
quostin* the deportation of arrested poople to concentration camps 
in Germany. This was interpreted by the G"STAPO us applying only 


to those who uncer the oxisting regulations were to servo lone 


terms in prison or who wore guilty of capitel offenses, Tho 


76 - 
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Security Police took part in the deportation of Communists 
(Document 666 RS 317), but these persons had been arrested by 
tho Danish police at the outbreak of the Gorman-Russian wer. 
HOFMANN claimo?^ that in 1944 the increasof oath rato 
in concentration camps forced the GISTADO to craw the conclusion 
that conditions in German camps could no lonzer be considered 
satisfactory. As & result the G'STAPO tried to avoid sending 
people to concentration camps and established its cwn evmps ^t 
17081697. There were no concentration cams in Denmark, 
On cross examination witness admitted thet the Danish 


report that a total of 6,104 Danes hed been sent to concentro= 


tion camps or prisons in Germany was probably accurate, 


Breendonk Camp, Beolium 


The witness STRAUB gave evidones concerning the com at 


Breendonk, Belgium, This cmp was administered end gurrded by 


a spccial commando staff cf the Military Government. He denied 
the accuracy of Document 276 RF 2:59 which attributed tho sdmin- 
istration of the camp to tho GSTAPO, On cross—oraminetion he 
admitted that the GTSTAPO visited the cam when there wore inmatee 
there whom they wished to interrogate, The ernacity of tho comp 
was not more than 500 people and compulsory labor ws roouircd of 
those who were fit to work, 

During the winter of 1941 complaints reached tho Military 
Government of ill treatment and conditions in the camo wore 
investigated, The Socurity Police novor interfered with its ade 
ministration, The camp was used for the temporary detention of 
people who had committed crimes against tho cocupyinz power and 
people who wore sont therefor short terms of vrotective custody, 

Shown Document UK 76 which givos a deteiled acccunt of 
deaths from starvation, shooting, hanging end brutality in tho 
camp, witness donied any knowlcdgo of this or that it had any 
connection with the @™STAPO (soe pege 4 of the summary of tho 


evidence of STRAUB), 
a a, 





3. UNAUTHORIZ 3D COHCUNIRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY 


The witness JOEL and the witness VITZDMANN both gave 
evidence concerning the part played by the GUSTAPO in tho closing 
of unauthorized concentration camps, It appears that such camps 
were set up by the SA and the SS. The SA comp was at Wuppertal 
and the SS camp was at Stettin (see pages 146 to 147 of tho 
transcript). Both these concentration cams were closed by order 
of the Ministry of Justice, JOEL said that acting on behalf of 
the Ministry he took part in their dissolution, 

Poople were sent to these camps merely on the grounds of 
hostility to tho Party. They were not given a trial and thoy 
were ill treated, The local Gauleiters participated in tho in- 
stallation of the camps, Those responsible for the Stettin 
atrocities received a sentence of ten years' hard labor. The 
whole affair shocked the Ministry of Justice since executions 
were reported in the pewgoapers of which they had not hoard, 
Witness did not know the nature of the accusations but hed the 
impression that they were not such as would warrant the dosth 


penalty. 


The "ulken Vorft Camp, 


imed to have played an ime 

portant port in tho closing of the Stetiin concentration camp, 
In 1934 he complained to Berlin of the 

who was Chiof of Police in Stettin and SS Oborfuchror in 
Pomerania, ENGIL hed established an unauthorized concentration 
camp at Vulken Worft, The complaint was made on the basis of 
reports of the maltrentmat of prisoners, especially Jews who 
had becn imp-risonea by ENGEL for refusing to hand over their 
money and property to him. The matter was brought to the atton~ 


tion of GOTRTNG who was then Chief of the GUSTAPO in Prussia 


Chew 


(Pages 649 to 650 of the transcript), GORING initiated an i inquiry 


Bx 
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as a result of which “GUL was removed end made Director of 
Garbage Disposal in Borlin. 

VITZ0MANW said thet tho persons convicted of ill treatment 
in these concentration camps were first sentenced to penal sorvi- 
tude and later executed on GO"RING!s orders on the 30th of June, 
1934, 

Tho GESTAPO incurred considerable disnleasuro in political 
circles for its protests ag-inst unauthorized concentration cemps, 
All the GASTAPO officials who had made these complaints were 
transferred to other posts. VITZDMANN himself was tronsforrod 
and refused membership in the Party, 

On orosseexamination VITZDMANN admitted that tho Stottin 
camp personnel were executed in connection wi 
by GOERING's orders and not as a result of their activity in the 


Vulken Worft Camp. 


راا 
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oT CHARGES OF BR 


BEST said that he preferred to describe the soecalled 
"third degree interrogations" as "severe interrozations', Ho 
did not hear of the decree which authorized this type of interro- 
gation until somctime after it had bern issued and he hed once 
told HEYDRICH his scruples concerning it, H™YDRICH informed hin 
that the measure had been approved by very high authority and 
Similar methods wore used in other countries. H™YDRICH told him 
that he reserved for himself the final approval of such mossuros 
in Germany and ho would ses to it that they were applied only in 
the most urgent cases, BEST mt 153] PS, US 248 
which enumorated the severities of thi leeroce interrogations e 
He remarked that the specified punishments in this document went 
further than the measures pormitted by the German police. His 
office took disciplinary action against members of the G STAPO 


and criminal police who committed evycesses, He was, thorcforg, 
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able to check whether the methods of interrogation cmmloyed were 
kept within reasonable limits, Offenses were punished by normal 


disciplinary me.sures and through the ordinary courts, 


icials to Use 
“the Tuo [Aere 
In eross-oxamination B™ST was shown a document which stated 
ommandor of the security police and SD was authorized 

to use third degree in Kkracow, He said it was his impressio 
this type of interrogation was adopted in order to discover 
underground movements in Poland which had ame into being 
time. 

Describing the uer of third degree methode in Denmark, 
the witness HOFFMANN reiterated that third degree methods wore 
based on a legal decree which authorized them, Disciplinary 
action was always taken against those concerned with excosses, 
In general, third cegree was applied only when the saving of 
German lives required it. In this connection he instanced the 
use of such methods ir order to find the wheresbouts of arms and 
explosives belonging to the underground movement. The GMSTAPO 
in general believed that other methods of interrogation, such as 
playing off volitical factions ag2inst eax ther, were much more 
effective thin third dc-ree 
to be appro 
al lowe 
TIMBC?H), 

Tho 8 

jecvrity Poiice 
interrogations during 


enceivabie that some too< place which 


not authorized (For the methods employed in Belgium seo 


er headin: "GESUAPO in Belgium end Northern France, ) 
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VI. PARTICIPATION OF TH GUSTAPO IN TH? D7PQRT:T 


AMD LICUIDATION OF JENS, ———— 

All tho witnesses deny that at any tine were they given 
for the extermination of the Jews although local branches rocoived 
orders to take into protective custody Jews within certain aso 
groups, This was after the middle of 1941, 

ALBATH said that he received an order from tho RSHA to 
the effect that judicial trial was no lonzer to be 511011 to 
Poles, Jews and gypsies, He considero? this order was proper 
because the Minister of Justice informed the Chief of the Security 
Police and SD that euch trials which had formerly been hold 


1 5 


before the courts would now be held by the volice. 


Belsium and Trance. 


The Zichmann Pogron in 


With regard to the deportation of Jews, witness stotod 
that this was under EICEMAJH of the Reich Security Main Office, 
Evacuation from Belgium and Northern France was handled by Depart- 
ment 2 of the Deputy Chief of the Security Police. After May, 
1943 matters pertaining to Jews, freemasons and the Church wero 
transferred to Department 4 of the G"STAPOC, 

In Brussels there wes a Jovish committce which was activo 
in taking care of the personal affairs of those deported 
provided clothing and food supplies during deportation, 
witnoss and his associates never discussed the so-called 
solution to the Jewish problen, 

The Security Police in Belgium Cid not confiscate tho 
property or fortunes of the Jews. Confiscation of such propor ty 
was dealt with by the Military Administration, The witness was 


informed that the transport of Jews was woll conóucto? and that 


the Jewish Committee was instrumental in provicing for tho health 


and comforts of those deported, The Jewish Committoo was allowed 
to open homes for children am sick people althouch this 


Violation of orders issued by PICHMANTT. 
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The camp where Jewish people wore transferred was at 
Mecheln, It was generally believed that they were held there 


with a view to boing transferred for labor purposes in tho Haste 


Deportation of Danish Jews 


In Denmark orders to begin the deportation of the Jews 
were received from the Fereign Office and the RSHA in Berlin 
shortly after the institution of th» office of Security Police 

in Copenhagen, The Security Police opposed this measure as they 
believed it would intensify the resistance movement, A representa- 


STA 


tivo of HICHMANN named GUENTHER arrived in Copenhagen with 


Special personnel from the Order Police to carry out tho oporation. 


The G9STAPO took no pert in this project other than to supply a 
small number of personnel to assist the Order Police. 

The witness HOFFMANN denied a statement on pages 35521 
3522 of the German transcript which reported that 8,000 or 
10,000 Jews vore seized and Ceported from Denmark, He estimated 
the numher deported at 600. No seizure of Jewish property was 
carried out, Forcible entry of premises occupied by Jews was 
prohibited by tho Security Police. Witness's interpretation of 


clution of the Jewish prcob.om wae 


LN A NTN CTI NTT 
HMAITN, BICHMANN was ome 


in anothor part c e Ke varticipated. in conferences 
but no mention was ever made of his duties, 


ally come from the SD and hed no personal contact with rogular 


GMSTAPO officials, 
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A number of Wi E و65‎ war- -1100 t^ shew that tho G^STAPO 


had no direct participation in tho Jewish pogrom of Movorbor, 1938, 


HEYDRICH'S Qo*^ereneée at Munich 


OLDACH said that on November 9, 1938 there was a moeting 
betweon the GESTAPO officials, officials of the SD and Inspectors 
of the Security Police and SD in Munich, He stton^od this meeting 
and heard HEYDRICH state that HITLYR instisated by DR, GOPBBELS 
had ordered anti-semitic domonstrations with the death of von RATH 
as a pretext. HEYDRICH oxprossod his disagrecmont with GOMBBTLS 
and his disapproval of the proposed activitics, He stated that 
it was the duty of the G™STAPO to prevent the cestruction of Jewist 
property (see Page 748 of the transcript). 

VITZDMANN was also ^t this meoting and confirmed thet 
HEYDRICH had said that police participation should be instis-ted 
to prevent destruction of property, GESTAPO officials prosent 
at the conference were ordered to return to their districts, to 
put an carly end to the pogrom and in particular to prevent the 
holding of moctinge, 

Also present at this meeting was BUST who said that ho wae 
with HEYDRICH at his hotel on the evening of the conference and 
observed tho latter's surprise when he saw synagogues on fire 
within 50 meters of the hotel,  HZYDRICH appeared to bo angry at 


the demonstrations, 


DZYDRICE!s Ordorsg 


OLDACH said that when he returned to Mecklenburg, which 
was his district, a teletype had been received by his doputy from 
HEYDRICH which was in opposition to what EXYDRICH had stated at 


the merting, This tolotypo was referred to by the Prosecution as 
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Document PS 3051, This is a teletype to all G™STAPO of^iccs from 

SYDRICH directing that tio police were not to prevent the 
demonstrations, VITZDMANN explained this by saying that when 
ESYDRICH sent the teletype the synagogucs were already on fire 
and that excesses had already taken place and he could not, thore- 
fore, issue orders to prevent what had already hapooncd (sec pages 
652 to 654 of the transcript). OLDACH thought that this tolotype 
had really been sent by HIMMLTR (pases 748-768 of tho trane 

He admitted knowledge of an order of ETYDRICE dete 

lOth of November 1938 to all police stations that thoy 
arrest as many rich Jews ^s could be accomodated in tho prisons, 
especially those who were young and healthy. These people were 
to bo sent to concentration camps, He thought that the object 


of this order was to undermine the pogrom, The GTSTAPO employees 


considered this order unjustifiable and in "eontrediction to 


German lew", Witness maintained thet he disobeyed the order 


refusing to send Jews to concen ration cars, 
that 20.000 Jows hed been arre on Noventer 
was willing 

number, 

Jews 


the c 


cerned ir 


8e - 
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general tendency on the part of the witnesses wes to put tho 


blame for the whole affair onto tho SA. 


VII. THE GESTAPO AN 


The witnesses denied that the GZ7STAPO took part in the 
persecution of the Church. BEST said that he did not Imow of 
any organized fight of the Party against the Church although he 
admitted that there was anti-religious vropeganda,. In any case 
the GFSTAPO did not aid tho party in such activity althouch it 
did deal with cases of hostility arainst the State on the part 
of certain church groups. He said that so far as the Church سو‎ 


vealed hostile politics] tendencies, steps taken against it wero 


clearly within the jurisdiction of tho GESTAPO, 


Demons trations as inst äl 


by the Party 


He was éhown Document 848 PS, US 253, concernin- a denone 
stration organized by the Party against th ishop of Rothonbere, 
This telegram was sent to tho G STAPO in Whirnbors-Furth, Ho 
insisted that this matter did not lic within the propor sctivity 
of tho GUSTAPO though ho adnittod thet he himself transmittod 
the telogram to Nürnberg. So far as he rem mberod, ho 
somebody else on this Occasion, prohably EXYDRICE 
His sttention was called to the fect that this telegram was sont 
from the GESTAPON -jfficc عم‎ Stuttgart to Wirnbere and to the 
fact that it wae the Chief of the G"STAPO office at Stuttzart 
who had said, "I have to prevent any counter demonstrations", 

OLDACH said that in Mecklenbure there was a tenso situa= 
tion with regard to church mat tors because members of the Nazi 


Party hac attemoted to Opoose their ideology to the principles 


of the denominational and confessional churches, The witness, 
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then Chief of tho GiSTAPO, atte pted to safeguard the richts 


of the Church, Attached to headquarters was an SD man who was 


a specialist in Church uatters, but witness denicd thot he 


haa anything to do with him. 
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EVIDENCE OF COMPULSORY OR VOLUNTARY MTNBTRSHI? 


a -si 


Lvidenco was given thet the GESTAPO was a civil service 
agency and its employess werc subject to transfer without any 
prior notice, such as might happen to any civil servant, AOmin- 
istrative employees were bound to cboodionco when they wero trense 
ferred to tho GESTAPO, Refuzal to obey such a 
would result in disciplinary action, particularly 
for refusing were political. There was no inducement 


LO 


a member of the G™STAPO through eiving a hicher salary. 
BUST said that ho did not know of any instanco in which 
a policeman was punished for failure to obey a transfer order. 


He thought that if this occurred tho men wuld hve lost 


position and probably would heve been tried befo 


In occupied territory memhers of the G "STATO offices 
not volunteer for such services, They were transferred there 
Merbors of the secret military polico who in 1944 were sont to 
Denmark and takon into the security police were ^r^ftoà in accord 
ance with omerzency regulations. Other witnesses 


the result of refusal to obey orecrs would have 


of pension. 


Evicence on this subject wes civen ty the witness T”SHAR, 
He said there were two groups of civil servants in the GTSTAPO, 
viz: administrative personnel ant persons who carrie’ out oxocutiv 
or fiolà work, The same division of functions 552511001 to tho 


police themselves, The function of a?ministretive omoloyoos was 


L2] 
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to take ch-rge of matters such a8 pay, clothing and food, The 
essential differences between the administra tive and executive 
personnel was that tho administrative personnel were under the 
laws of the Reich civil service but the executive employocs wore 
under the jurisdiction of the police. 

Civil servants were transferred to the G™STAPO according 
to their qualifications, It was not necessary for them to bo 
mombers of the Party or of the SS, They were transferred on 
temporary duty to the GESTAPO but this was changed later to an 
official and final transfer (page 2101 of the transcript). Civil 
servants could not protest ageinst this transfer in accordance 
with the German civil service law, Disciplinary action would 
have resulted hai they done so, Generally speaking, a rocucst 
to be sent back to their old organizations wis refused, It was, 
however, possible for civil servants, as in the case of other 
branches of the state and local administration, to voluntarily 
leave the GXSTAPO, Tl: witness said that he had not heard of 


any such cases, 


Statistics of Civil Servants 


Included in the category of administrative civil servants 
there were technicians, toletypists, assistants and secretaries. 


TESMER gave statistics for civil service employers as follows} 


When the GESTAPO was created about 70% of its personnel were 


from the civil service, As time went on the number of civil 
service employees became smaller anc when the war came they 
formed about half of the total G"STAPO, With reeard to the 
statistics of the whole organization he said that in 1933 there 
were 40 administrative officers, 200 executive officers sn? 70 
other personnel in the main GESTAPO offices. In 1940 the GESTAPO 
had grown to 20,000 e ..loyers of which 1700 were acministrative 


personnel, 11,000 were executive personnel and 8,000 othors, 
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Formal Incorporation of GTSTAPO Members into 


the 5S 


The witness also said thet certain changes took place 
within the GESTAPO in 1936 by which tho various ranks of morters 
of the GLSTAFO and SS were equalized, Members of the G™STAPO 
were formally incorporated into the SS, as a result of which 
thoy were allowed to wear SS uniforms, The object of this 
order was tho attmpt to make tho entire Security Police a unig 
form system. No immediate pressure was put on members of the 
GESTAPO to transfer into the SS. In fect it was stated that a 
large part of the GESTAPO reaursted thet this should be Cono, 

At the beginning of the war a number of employers were 
recruited on an emergency basis, These people recoived no 
prior examination as to thoir political views, They could not 
protest against their transfer to the GRSTAPO, (Seo Page 2108 
of the transcrint.) 

In cross examination TESM"R said that he did not agree 
with DR, BUST when he said in his book that tho GZSTAPO and 


later the Security rolice became part of the SS, Ee 
BIST should have pointod out that the GUSTAVO and lator on 
Security rolico necded experts and qualified personnel, Foe 
always attempted to maintain a group of qualified officials, 
transfer of GUSTAPO officials to the SS was only a formal one 
and merely involve the wearing of uniforms, Under a decreo 
by which this amalgamation took place, personnel of the Security 
Police had to make written applications to join either the SD or 
the SS, This was ordered by the RSHA, 

Both T=SMFR anc the witness H"DUL of the Technical 
Branch of the GESTAPO who were concerned with communications, 
denied thet administrative officials had executive powers of 


any kind, 
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II. COMPULSORY TRANSFER oF "Mm Stormer FITLD POLICE TO TEF 

GSO ——— 

The witness who gave evidence on this subject was TIROHBAUM, 

Chief of tho military police in Obersalzberg from 1940 to 1945, 
The object of calling this witness was to describe the transfor 
of members of the secret field police into the GTSTATO during 
the wer as a result of an emergency regulation, Tho American 
Prosecution objected that the evidence wes irrelevant on the 
grounds that the transfor of the field police could in no way 
effect the "basic voluntary nature of the organization", Tho 


hearing of the witness was, however, allowed. 


Functions 


The witness w^s a monber of the secret field police. In 
1942 tho Reichsfuchrer SS required that the police be onlarced 


La =e 


in France and ho attempted to get the entire scerct field police 


under his jurisdiction, The secret field police were orizinally 


a military organization, The witness had previously worked uncer 
Admiral CANARIS of the Eigh Command, In 19:2 the total number 
of Secret Field Police transferred from the Army to tho security 
police comrisel shout 2500 men, The transfor wie an srrancemont 
betwoon HIMML™R and ERIT™L datel tho 17th of December, 19/2, A11 
personnel were transferred as a unit toecther with any civil 
employees. There was no kind of selection, Peopl2 born in 1917 
or earlier wore, however, not transferred, There wes no possihil- 
ity for the secret police to r fuse tho order and they would have 
been tried by court martial had they done so, Personnel trans 
ferred included rivers and telephone operators. Witness estinntod 
that the total number of personnel transferred botvo-n 19:3 and 
. 
The secret field police wns responsible only for occupied 


territory, They had no jurisdiction after 1942 concerning 
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civilian matters. They were interested in socurity mettors 

within the Army anc. the prevention of attacks by civilians upon 
military installations or units. They were orisinally tho counter- 
intelligence police of the German Army, Aftor this transfcr the 
countor-intellisonce units of the secret ficld police worked 
exclusively with the Security Police, The remainder of tho 


secret 21616 police only concerned itself with military security. 


FR OF BORDER POLICE TO THR 


that he was inspector of the Security 
Police in Wiesbaden from 1943. He was in charge of the socalled 
"Zollcronzschutz", the custom ani border security police. His 
organization crizinally belonerd to the Reich Finance 
It was transferred by order of HIMML™R to Amt 4 
1944 in spite of the protest of the Reich Finance Office. It 
appears, however, that customs police who patrolled lakes ant 


5 


rivers wero transferred to tho Crécr Police and not tho G*STAPO, 


The total strength of the Zollzsrenzschutz in the summer 
of 1944 was about 54,000 men, about 25,000 of these camo uncer 
the jurisdiction of the GESTAPO, The function of the Zollerenz 
schutz was to orohitit illegal entry or exit from Germany and 
tc prevent propazanca from being smuezled in, There was no change 
in tho functions of the or:anization as a result of its incorpora- 
tion, nor did thoy chance their uniforms, The whole oreanization 
was transferre and iativitual members were not asked, nor could. 


they do anything about tho transfer. 
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IV. OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AFFILIAT™D TO THT GSTATO 


هملعت ل ا ا a‏ 


The Reichssicherhcitsdienst according to 
of the Security Police only in the sense thet it wes financod 
through them and its employees hac 55 qualify under civil service 
requirements. The chief of this department was not subordinato 
to the chief of the Security Police but directly under HIMML'R, 
Members of the Sicherheitedienst were used exclusively as guards 
of prominent people. This organization came into existence in 
1974, 

BEST also described the so-called Abwehr Beauftragte, an 
organization for counter-intellizence in factories. Agents of 
this orgenization were orizinally selected by the military counter- 


intelligence but after 1938 by the GMSTAPO, Their duties were to 


1 
f 


guard against sabotage. They were not members or employees of 


the GESTAPO but of the factories whore they worked, In somo 
factories these organizations had under them executive orzaniza= 
tions such asthe Werkschutz (works security) which could not be 


considered part of the GSSTAPC, 
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KNOWLEDGE orn 


T E +7 بسب‎ OT AW MTOA ADIT MTT 
KNOWLEDGE OF TH" WORK OF EI SATZG U PFN 
-AS دد جک يد‎ N S) 


OF CONDITIONS IN CONCTITTA ATION C 


Tinsatzerunpen 
—insatzerunpen 


BEST testified that Vinsatzerunpon wore orisinally not 
attached to the G*STAPO hut were mobilized for employment by the 
Wehrmacht. Later, however, thoy were attached to the chief? of 


the Sccurity Police. The witness believed thet most G"STADO 


officiels were unaware of their activitics. In general, GUSTAPO 


officials did not realize that they were committing crimos in 
carrying out instructions of the Reich Security Office. 
were professional civil servants who were Going their duty and 


nothing more, So fer as the "Bullet" docree or Commando oréers 


were concerned, most of the witnesses denied knowla?ze of thom 


or that they were applicà. 


In regard to the knowledge of conditions in concontration 
camps, ALBATH stated that sometimes inmates released from con- 
centration camps ha? to revort to GESTAPO officials and in this 
way tho GESTAPO were able to set some information. He said that 
his subordinates who received such information û 
the impression that atrocities vero being committed, EH 
that the GESTAPO officials knew people arrested under 


the RSHA were to be sent to concentration Canos. 
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The Defense called the following persons as witnesses 
for the ALLGEMEINE SS, the WAFFEN-SS, the SS Main Office and a 
number of other 

A. 


OBERSTURMBANNFUSHRER EBERHARD HINDERFELD, who was 
legal advisc- .5 the disciplinary court in 
Munich. 


HAUPTSTURMFUSHRER KARL HANS JOEHNK, a member of 
the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler. 


RE R FRIEDRICH KARL VON EBERSTEIN, Oberabschnitts— 
ehrer i هوس‎ district loader) in Dresden and Chief 
Police in Feraria frem 1937 to 194 


, 
re 
E 
ve 


LUDWIG GRAUZRT, Stato Secretary of 
HELMUTH KLUCK, Public Health Officer and Senator 
in Danzig. 


DAT.TAD ANTY 
POLI uis A 





COLONEL OF POLICE JOHANNES ZUPKI f the Personnel 
Department cf the Order | 


MTT DTT TOD AT 
LAU PE jg WAE 


SRFUBE GUNGSTR 
SS MQM DADITODTIy, Th ) 
SS VRCDNURUPPRIU ES ETTNER of 
quarters of the 


GENERALOBERST PAU HAUSSER, Commanding Army Group G 
WESTERY FRONT and formerly Inspector of the 
PPE (soe also undor WAFFEN SS). 


WOIKOWSKI-BIEDAU of the Inspectora 
the SS Main Office. 


SS MAIN OFFICES: 
DR. NORBERT POHL (SS 
AHNENERBE (Research) 


he WVHA or 


STEIN ( 
fico) 


t 
| Mais Offi 
SS OBERFUE"RER AND JUDGE GUENTHER RBINECKE (Legal 
Departmont) 

TES WAFFEN-SS 

SS OBERSTURMBANNFUEHRER WERNER 

to HIMMLER 1940 to 1945. 
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T 
UL 0014+ in tho Main Foadquartors 
JFEN-SS 


1. BRAUSSS, Court Martial Officor. 
PRIVATE FELIX SCZIESLICE, Volunteer for tho WAPTEN-SS. 


THT TNT 
31 LX 


AND WAFFZN- 


OBZRSTURMFUSHEER DR. EZXINZ JOACHIM GRAF, Grio 
he Interpreting and Intorrogation Section of ox 
WAFFE Jul N-SS B 


So OBERSTURMBANNFUESREA ROBERT BRILL, Deputy Chiof 
of Recruiting Section of the WAFFEN-SS Main Office. 


TOM TDR LITT TTT T0 UM " s es 
SS ORERSTURMBAUNA USZERER WALTER BU INAS » also of the 
T 


Reeruiting Section of Pie WAFFEN-SS Main Office. 


COLONEL OF TES WA tae Tom RICH, Commandor of 


tho SS Panzer Division 


OBERST PAUL HAUSSER, Commander of 
G on the Wostorn Front at the end of thi 


F BICEMAT ( 


ATT 


te VON TRADDEN, Councillor in 
olen Office in chargo of Jewish 


OBERSTURMBANDFUSERER DIETER WISLICUNY OF TEJ JEWISH 


COMMITTES of tho Bichmann race 


According to statements made 
an examination of tho transcripts 
tho following points in defonse of 


l. Tho SS was not a comoloto unit as descr 


Indictmont. Its various soctions wor 


knowledge of each othor's tasks. Thero was no direct coopoi 


GESTAPO and SD. 
dovolopmont 
a group 
ct an instrument of torror 
but primarily a woll-disciplinod bodyguard who maintainod ordor 
at mootines. It is incorroct to say that it was an 


sivc assault troop of tho party. 
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3. The ALLG2MEZINZ SS played no part in the Roehm Putsch 


and the events of November 10, 1938. Administration of Concentra- 


tion Camps was not their responsibility. Various units, such as 
g Unit, Medical Sections and some members of tho Order 
were transferred into tho SS without previous warning and 
not on the ground of the political views of their members. 
rosocution are relying on & chart showing tho 


composition of tho SS Main Offices and their relation to HIMMLER 
which is incorrect and liable to misinterpretation of the whole 
chain of command. 
5. The Research Department (AHNEYERBE) were ignorent 
of the experiments of Dr. ‘ASCHER. 
6. HIMMLER and SICHMANN kept their activities secret from 
all but a very narrow circle. The SS Legal Division were dolib- 
prevented from pursing inguiric 
concentration camps. They did, however, punish a number of 
offenders among camp c and guards. 
7. Tho WAFFEN-SS was 
which fought under the direct c 7 end was 
under the SS M ); for administration. It 


laws of war and received special trainins to this 


ecological tra 7 6 SS: Y whole wa 


S 
not such as would lead to tho commission of tho crimes mentioned 
in the Indictment. 

9. Tho WAFFEN-SS wero not responsible for the guarding 
of concentration camps. It was a deliberate decept 
part of HIMMLER to 
"WAFFEN-SS" who were drawn from other organizations. 

This summary divided into two parts! 

Fart 


Part Ty Their Defense against Specific 
Crimes Alleged by tho Prosecution 
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TES ALIGOMOIND SS 
l. Origin snd Doyolcomont of the 
The purpose of the evidence 
ALLGIMSINE SS is to show it was not 
zation formed for the commiss 
It was founded 926 with the primary obj 
of protecting speakers et public mco ; Evidence was siven 
that tho omployment of body m: by othor parties 
those which belonged to tho Social Democrats wes quito froquont. 
In those deys of political strife such oroc^utionary measures 
were neccessary. 
ms mainly used 
order and control the 
and was no lonser used primarily for the protection of 
speakers. Its momit ( not carry weapons end they were 
instructed only to fight in self do 
ars that tho title ALLGZKXISES SS wes not in 
gonoral uso until 1937. Previously there had been a distin 
drown between tho roguler Schutzstaffol (Cuerds) and tho 


DADSDZ or Deaths 20548 Units who wero the assault t 


he transcript, 


that they were teught was as 
Jf preserving ordor at mectings. They had 


various wolfere and sport organizations such as motorcycle and 


to encourage intornational 


a 
In cross examination EINDERFELD doniod that the sport and 


social activities of the SS provided any particular advantage for 


the mombors over other members of socicty. 
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It wes contended that tho ALLGEMEINE SS wore always inde- 
pendent from the GESTAPO. Tho SD was merely an intelligence 
sorvice formed by tho Reichsfuchrer 55 which worked for the 
Party as a whale and grew up independently of tho SS. 
same independence was true cf the relations of the SS with 
the SA. In 1932 both organizations had been suppressed though 
this was later rescinded by VON PAFZN. 

The witness GRAUERT was of the opinion that any criminal 
actions committed by these organizations during the days of 
HITLER'S rise to power were due to the disturbed state of the 
country at thet time. Attempts were made through conve rsations 
with ROEHM, Chief of Staff of the SA, to combine the two organi- 
gations. This attempt failed and the SS were separated from the 
SA and put under EIMMLER. The witness considered that this was 
unfortunate since LUTZE, Chief of Staff of tho SA after ROSHM 
wes a capable administrrt-~ and could have controlled both organi- 
zations in the best interests of the 

The underlying reason behind this soparation was EITLER'S 
distrust of the SA resulting from the Putsch of 1954 and 
to divide its authority. 

The general impression grow up in Germany that SS and 
mon formed the staffs of the GESTAPO offices This was not in 
fact so. The executivo and administrative posts wero held from 
the start by officials of the State Police. It was only the 
subordinate jobs that were hold by SS and SA ren. 

ring the war the ALLGEMEINE SS practically disappeared 


^Y 


tho war there were 10,000 ALLGEMEINE SS but after 1943 only about 


1200 remained, thoir princ task being to support SS wolfero 


- of tho ALLGEMBINE ss 


HINDERFSLD said that before joining the ALLGEMEINE 


LU 


embers had to have character references and a certificate 


age 67 of the transcript.) 
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The main motivo for joining was tho provalence cf unom- 
ploymont in tho oarly days. Tho nowly joined mombers wore im- 
pressed by the "defonsive charactor" of the organization. Tho 
discipline was, ho declared, oxcollont.  Hoizht, physical condi- 
tion and a good social reputation were essential to accoptanco. 
Porsons convicted of crimes prior to their entry were oithor not 
accepted or dismissed. Thero was a six months to two year proba- 
tion. 

After 1935 the subordinate ranks were rocruitod on a 
local basis snd local influences played a groat part in tho 
organization. Members had to buy their own uniforms and in tho 
opinion of the witness, quite a number of people joined 
they thought the uniform was smart (Sce pase 89 of 
A number of others joined in order to further their career in the 
Civil Service. 

The large majority of mombers carried out their SS dutios 
in addition ta their ordinary professions. 

In order to show that the goals and aims cf tho orzonize- 
tion did not appear criminal to the members, the Def 
the extent of the "comradeship" onzenderod. This comradeship was 
valuable because it broke down class distinctions. 

There were a number of persons prominent in industry, 
science and medicine who were appointed honorary SS leaders by 
HIMMLER. In choosing such people, FIMLSR had no regard for their 
political viows and frequently conferred this distinction on 


members of the nobility. 


3. Training and Idoslosy of tho ALLGEMEINE SS 

The training was not military. Firing of small bore 
weapons was taught and athletic training in competition for SS 
or SA sport medals. 


The racial teaching givon to new monbors was with tho 


object of furthering the idoal of a bettor German race. Tho 


destruction of other races was not taught. There was nover any 
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montion of proparation for an aggressive war although like all 
Gormans, the SS considered that the Versailles Treaty should be 
rovisod. A poacoful immigration of the Jows was advocated. 

Cross-oxamining HINDERFELD, tho Prosecution referred to 
Document PS 199, US 170. The witness denied that anything in this 
docunont which referred to the shooting of members of the SA in 
June 1934 could indicate that tho principle that murder could be 
justified, formed part o7 the teaching in SS schools. 

Tho Prosecution quoted from PS 2051, US 240 and from a 


copy of the Organization Book of 1943, PS 2640, US 323. The 
Organization Book describes the duty of an SS man "to openly and 
unrolontinely fight dangercus ononios, such as Jews, froemasons, 
Jesuits and political clorzynon." HINDERFELD'S reply to this was 
that the date of the book was 1943, a time when the ALLGEMEINE SS 
had become insignificant. 

In re-oxamination he said that the words "combat or fight" 
did not mean physical combat. They meant discussion of "idealistic 
or world problems". (See Page 91 of the transcript.) 

Many mombers of the ALLGEMEINE SS found out to their dis- 
gust that HIMMLER did not practice the code of honor which he 
preached. This included tho duty of tho SS to help "poor and 


defenseless persons", 


II. THE SS AND THE POLICE 

The witness GRAUERT described a gradual tendency from 
1988 onwards for the police and the SS to become amalgamated 
under one head. In 1936 when HITLER became Chief of Police, 
it was intended that the two organizations should be responsible 
for the security of the Reich. The witness was always of tho 
opinion that as a result no cloar responsibility for police 
functions oxistod and that this was tho cause of many subsoquont 


disastors. 


IIl 
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l. The Higher SS ^ud Polico Leadors 

The creation of Higher SS and Polico Leaders after 1926 
was part of the same trend. VON EBERSTEIN regarded this movo 
as a "futile offort of HIMMLER to creato a stato security organi- 
zation", 

In practice tho Higher SS and Police Loadors woro supposed 
to act as reprosontatives of tho Reichsfuchrer SS and Chief of 
Gorman police in particular areas. They could only mako sug- 
gestions and had no jurisdiction over tho polico or WAFFEN-SS. 
Tho jurisdiction of the ALLGEMEINE SS was in tho hands o? tho 
Higher District Loador of that orgenization, though ovidonco was 
frequontly given during tho oxomination of affidavits boforo tho 
Commission that he was in many cases ono and the same porson. 

The Defense alleged that tho duties of Hizher SS and 
Folico Leaders wore linitod to &ttondinc officiel functions as 
the roprosontetivo of HIMMLER and to insurin- coopor&tion botwoon 
the SS and police and party and state organizations. The y had no 
disciplinary powers over the SS and police. 

It was emphasized by othor witnosses that the ercation of 
the Higher SS and Police Loedors did not indicato any roal fusion 
botwoon the SS and police. 

DR. NORBERT POHL of tho SS Main Offico said that thoy 
wero incorrectly doscribed by the Prosecution as suporior officors 
of tho SS. Thore doos appoar to hevo boon an oxcoption, howevor, 
to the rule that they could not zivo ordors to the police sinco 
scvoral witnesses havo givon ovidence that they could do so in 
Occupied territorios (Soo ovidonco for tho GESTAPO end SD con- 


corning tho police in France, Boleium and Donzerk). 


Tho Order Police (Orünunzspolitizoi) 


Defenso considor it important to distinguish closrly 
SS and police. It has alrendy boon explained that tho 


8 of tho 
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In his efforts to bring the police under his control 
HIMMLER scoms to have conferred the title of SS on a numbor of 
different police organizations. There was, for instance, the 
so-called Polise Division. This consisted entirely of policemen. 
Their status was never quite clear and eventually they became 
part of the WAFFEN-SS (See page 55 of the transcript). 

The Order Polico wore treated in ruch the same way. 
ZUPKE, who was an official of the Personnel Department, said 
that prior to 1937 members of the police force were forbidden 
to join the SS or the SA. In 1937 HITLER at HIMMLER'S suggestion 
decreed that policemen could become members of the SS and wear 
the SS runic symbols on their police uniforms. 

In principle, however, membership of the SS was forbidden 
to the polico. Nevertheless, HIMMLER continued to confer 5 
membership on policemen. The policemen were never asked if they 
wished to be members but wore merely informed that they would be 
accepted. HIMMLER regarded the mombership as an honor and refusal 
to accept might have brought serious consequences. 

The members of the Order Police who were also membors of 
the SS performed no SS functions beyond attending a monthly in- 
spection (See page 31 of the transcript). They held the same rank 
as they did in the police. ZUPKE estimated that about 50,000 
policemen joined the SS. The Prosecution!s contention that all 
new policemen were recruited from the SS is incorrect. It had 
been intended that the SS should furnish 3,000 men per annum to 
the police but this was nevor carried out. As a result rocruits 
had to be found olsowhere. 

In cross examination ZUPKE agreed that the decrees of 
HIMMLER do not suggest that the membership of the police in the 
SS was really compulsory. HIMMLER expected people to comply with 
his wishes and if necessary exerted pressure. It is claimed that 


HIMMLER distrusted the Order Police and did not confide in thon. 
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2 Hoginonts 

Littlo evidence was givon concorninz the SS pclico regi- 
nents. It is iniorstood that tho Dofonso are submitting an affi- 
davit by Gonerral of Pe lice von Borhard on this subject. 

ZUPKI; doscrita3d thon as police units dosignatod "SS Polic 
Regiments" ty HIMMLE' if they distinguished themselves in thoir 
duties. 

Merbers of the Order Police disliked this.  Porsonnol of 
these reginents were only members cf tho SS insofar as they had 

n accepted for membership in the mannor described. The police 
wore never trained ty the SS, They had their own schools and 


training (See page 37 of tho transcript). 


THE VESFUEGU/GST3UEPZ AND THE TOMWKOPFYERIRAUNDE 
THE 7 
DEATHS FADS UNITS) — 


The SS VERFUZSGUNSGSTRUPTE (Special Purpose Troops) voro 
originally a bodyguard similar to the Loibstandarto Adolf Hitlor 
By an order of the 17th of August, 1938, Document 647 PS, USA 
Exhibit 443, the ALLGEMEINE SS, tho TOTZNKOPFVZRBAZ'DE and tho 
VERFUZGUSGSTRUPPES had their tasks Clearly defined. Tho TOTEN- 
KOFFVERBAENDE and tho 7 SUNGSTRUFPE became in effect stato 
units whereas the ALLGEMEINZ SS retained its party charactor. 
The VERFUEGUNGSTRUPPE were not meant to be & political unit and 
did not carry out preparations for war. According to HAUSSER 
they had no weapons, reserve officers or gonoral staff. 
were subject to tho Gonoral Staff of tho Wohrnacht only 
questions of organization and training. The only thing th 
they had in common with other organizations was that they voro 
under tho leadership of HIMMLER. When they wore first organized 


in 1933 thoy wero rocrui tod partly from tho ALLGEMBINE SS snd 


pertly from young men due to be called up for military service 


In cross examination HAUSSER deniod that the VERFURGUNG 


STRUPPE wore trained to kill, 4s inspector ho trained thon to bo 
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soldicrs and not rurdonrors. Ho deniod that their tonehing inch 


o destruction of so-called sub-hunans nd inferior racos. Such 
a 


"tremendous nonsonso" VER hovor part of thoir prozren. 


Tho TOTETKOPTVEG2AZENUDE and Concentration 


Carp Guards Te 
TOTSNYOPFVERBARNDN joined with the VERFUSGUNSCSTARUPPE 
to form tho WAFFEN-SS in 1930. The TOTENK DESAE'DE wore orig- 
inally concentration camp guard formations. In 1940 thoy wore 
transferred to tho WAFFEN-SS and tho guarding of camps taken ovor 
by troops drawn from various sourcos (Seo evidence of 2 
20 of this report). 

HIMMLER trensforrcd tho gu^rding of canps to the 
According to HAUSSER the hew guards were not roally mombors of 
the WAFFEN-SS but people drawn from the Wehrmacht end ot^or 
organizations. It was an intontional decoit to call thon norbers 
of tho WAFFEN-SS. JUBTTYER said that it was co norally statod 
that these guards had been "temporarily assigned" to tho WAFFEN-S 


D يد‎ 


IV. RIDING UNITS OF THE SS 


VOIKOWSKI-BIZDAU said that so fer as he know all profos- 
sional riding organizations recoivod orders for thoir transfor 
into tho SS or SA. Thore was no political reascn behind the 
cocision as to which organization was chosen. Such ^ docision 
was based on convenience according to tho areas in which difforont 
types of horses wero brad. 

In cross examination ho said that thero was no special 

on people te join although the groups were 
entiroty. Tho rofusal to do so would havo 


that poople who owned horses could not teko part in tourna- 


objectivos of tho organizations wero non-nilitory 


id activitios wore not usod as propazands. T! only received 


he normal political training contained in tho party pamphlots. 
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(Affidavits submitted to tho Conmission dony that the Sa or SS 
riding units bred horses for cavalry units in the Army or trained 


roplacenonts. ( 


THE SS MAIN OFFICE 


l. Composition ef the Office 
NORBERT POHL who worked in the Main Offico of tho 
says that tho chart produced by the Prosecution showing the 1: 
nein officos of the SS as inaccurate, This is bocsuso on thi 
Departments aro shown as unitod under HIMMLER 
to de with the SS (Scoe pago 44 of tho tran- 
script). Only part of the offices doscribed were really SS 
offices. 

For example, the main offices of the SD, Folice and 
Socurity Police were not 55 offices thouzh in practico HEIMLLEA 
vas both Roichsfuchror SS and Chief of the Cerman police. The 
polico euthoritics bolonged to the strate snd not to the party. 
The offices which strictly comprised tho SS 

SS Heuptent) 
Hondquartors (Feuhrungs~ 
bcd. 


WEA (iconomic and Administration Main 


) 
Ra, and Settlement Offico 
iedlunzshouptamnt) 
ogel Office (ss Gericht) 
Porsonncl Offico (SS Porsonal Eenptert) 
sonal Staff of tho Roichsfuohror SS 


) was any 0707211 kish command of 


for tho rophtri^tion of racial Germens (Yolvsdoutschoritt 


8Stollo). This office and tho porsonal staff of the Reicks- 


could not give orders to subordinate units and 
tasks wore not strictly confinod to SS matters. 
Tho WVHA carried out administrativo functions on bohalf 
of tho ALLGOMBINS SS, tho 
subsidiary groups of tho SS oxcopt the SD. It was anong othor 


things in charge of supplyins, trainin? and oducetion of the 
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WAFFEN-SS. 


2. Connection between the SS Main Office and the RSHA 


POHL claims that tho term "Reich Security Main Office" 
is nisloadinz in implying that tho term was a police agency alone. 
Tho police mst bo distinguished from the SS. It was the func- 
tion of the RSHA to coordinate the police end the SD and the only 
connection between the RSHA and the SS was insofar as tho SD had 
grown out of the 8$. 

Cross-exeninod the witness admitted that it was true to 
say that the SD was an independent part of the general organiza- 
tion of the SS. Various documents showing that the SD worked in 
close cooperation with the SS were referred to by the Prosecution 
in this connection. 

HIMMLER!S statement that the SS offices must be considered 
as ono "bloc" was really an attack on tho WAFFEN-SS whom ho dis- 
trusted and threatened to transfor to tho Army according to 


JUETTNER. 


3. The WYEA (Economic and Security Main Office) 

The WVEA comprised tho administrative groups effecting 
the whole SS. It had five subsidiary groups or Amtsgruppen A, 
B, C, D, and V, A and B doalt with the administration of tho 
WAFFEN-SS, C with buildings and works and W with economic mattors. 
D administered concentration camps. The whole organization was 
under Oborgrupponfuehrer POEL but the Defense claimed that the 
Antsgruppen operated independently of each other. For example, 
Amtsgruppe D directed by Grupponfuehrer GLUCKS was stationed at 
Oranienburg and had its owa administration and communications, 
Neither the WAFFEN-SS nor the ALLGEMEINE SS could give orders 
to it. 

The witness STEIN claimed thet in view of its independent 
position the work of Amtsgruppe D was always kept separate from 


the remaining groups. No personnel, for instance, were exchanged 


by the Amtsgruppe D and the other offices. The Staff of the group 
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came fron the TOTZNAOPFVEZ3BAXIDS fornations and personnel of the 
Inspectorate of Mona e CAIpS. 

STEIN admitted in cross cxanination that although tho 
other antsgruppen of the WEA might not know the details of 
work thoy wore aware of its main rosponsibilitics (See pag 


of the transcript). 


Tho AENENERBE (Research) 

WOLTRE M SIEVERS was Reich Director of the AFNENSNBS 
organization since its foundation on tho lst of July 1935. Ee 
was made an honorary member of tho SS snd assigned to the personal 
staff of HIMMLER. ıe AHNENERBE, which may be described as tho 
"ancestral heritage instituto", was & research foundation of which 
HIMMLER was a trustee. This was the only connection in which it 
could be said to be relatod to tho SS. Aftor 1942 it became a 
department on the personel staff of tho Reichsfuohrer SS. 

The primary object of tho institute was scientific ro- 
search of tho cultural history of Zuroposn nations. SIEVERS 
"donioà that it was us»d to make propsganda about so-called Nordic 

Research scholarships were endowed, expeditions carricd 
out and libraries built. Tho funds were acquired from state ondow- 
ments. 

Another witness who was connocted with tho APNUNERES was 
CRAF who subsequently became Chief of the Intorprcters Section of 
the WAFFEN-SS. Both these witnesses said that tho scientists 
employed in the organization filled honorary SS renks. It was 
not, however, obligatory to join (See page 925 of the transcript). 

The Defense tried to establish that members of this depart- 
mont did not know of the experiments alleged to have been carried 
out by Dr. Rascher. SIEVERS ssid that the department managed by 
Rascher did not belong to tho AHVENERBI but to tho instituto for 

sciontific research. This institute included biolozicel, 
military, sciontific research, m=thenaticel and xyn^colorzical 


^ 


departments. In orderf, ovoid oxpense FIMMLER amalsaneted tho 
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military instituto with tho AHLZNER3ES so that tho latter night 
procure the required funds and materials. Tho military instituto 
wes directly subordinate to HIMMLER and not to tho AFNEINERBE. 
SIEVERS estim-ted that tho administrative work of Raschor's 
department constituted sbout two to three porcont of the admini- 
stration of tho entire AHMENESRBE. No ono in tho APTE had 
any influence or authority rogarding the oxecution of Raschor's 
oxporinents and the work of his section was secret. SISVERS 
asserted thet Raschor had told him that he rocoivod more volun- 
teers for these experiments then he noodod and that innatos of 
camps who had volunteered wero in some cases roloased from intorn- 


ment. 


5. The Race and Sottlonont Office 

FRITZ SCHWALM who belonged to the so-called racial and 
settlement office from 1934 said th-t the chart of the organiza- 
tion submitted by tho Prosecution, known as SS Exhibit 1, was open 


to misunderstanding. The fifth mein office is described ود‎ tho 


"Race and Settlement Office" but thoro is also sh offico subord- 


inate to it described as the ro-settlement office. In fact there 
was no such thing as a re—-sottlonont office within the main office 
from 1934 to 1945. (It should be noted, howevor, thet a سوم‎ 
settloment office is marked under the Race and Settlement Office 
in the chart submitted as Defense Exhibit No. 1.) 

What octually happened was that the education office of 
the S8 was transferred to the main office and took over the 
probloms of the ro-sottlonont of racial Gormens and combinod 
this problem with tho education of the SS men. 

Tho Race and Settloment Main Office had two distinct 
duties: (=) tho ronoval of foroicn oloronts and their transpor- 
tation back to their native districts; (>) the return to tho Roich 
of Germans of Polish extraction living in Western Poland. 

Witness doniod that this program had anything to do with 


the Germanization schome or the deportation of tho nationals. 
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He also seid thet this was not pert of the Lobonsraun policy 
which was confined to the colonial question. The oxternination 
of the Jews could not be laid at tho door of this dopartment. 

Tho training given to tho SS had as its object tho dovolop- 
nont of brave, loyal and religious 55 mon. Ho strongly doniod 
tho truth of the statomont of the American Prosocutor on tho 19th 
of Docorbor, 1945 that the purpose of the Race and Sottloront 
Office was to croate an aristocracy to master Germany end all 
Europo. Hatred of other racos was not encoursged. 
nont knew nothing of the murders of Jews although they know about 
deportations. The deportations of Jows wore founded on tho prin- 
ciple thet the twenty-five million Jows in the world had a right 
to estadlish their own homeland end to work out thoir own probloms 
thoro (Soe paragraph relating to tho J csocution of tho Jews). 

6. Tho Volksieutschornittolstollo (Repatriation 

of Racial Germans) 

By decree of the 7th of October, 1939, tho Volksdeutsche- 
nittolstollo was given the task of directing the return of Gormans 
who had been living abroad. Tho Volksdeutschonittolstello was a 
state office and not really a inzi organization. Tho Prosecution 
according to Counsol havo sccusod tho SS of making uso of tho 
Volksdeutschenittolstollo to carry out deportation. It was tho 
purpose of the Defense, however, to show that far fron being 
deportations these were really re-settlemonts of German nationals. 

Tho first re-scttlemont carriod out wes in September 1939 
anc, consisted of an exchange of persons with the Russians in 
Poland. 

The second ro-settlonont was carried out by a line 
through Foland and Lithuenia which was docided upon in agreement 
with the Russians. The idea was that ono side should bo all 


Germans and the other side all Russians. German-Russian comnis- 


sions on both sides of the border carried out this operation. 


2 


The witness donic tho rrosocution!s contention that tho 


SS through tho Control Office for German rinoritios took part in 
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a discussion referred to in Exhibit R-114 about the re-settlement 

of people living in Alsace. Tho German minorities office was only 
concerned with Gormans living abroad whereas those in Alsace-Lorraine 
wore administored by 2 civil acministration. He denied in cross 
examination that tho Vol’ ` :utschemittelstelle directly financod 
Honloin or promoted fifth column activities in the Sudotonland. 

Ho seid, howover, that various ninoritios including tho Sudcton 
Gorman party wore financed by the Volksáeutschonittolstollo 

through the Ministry of Finance. 

Tho total number of Gormans returned to Germany by reason 
of agrocments with Russia numbered ono million people. The Volks- 
deutschenittolstollo did not regulato tho acturl settlenent but 
only the transportation. 

The witness denied on cross exemination that HIMMLER was 
me trustee of tho Volksceutschemittelstelle because ho ropro- 
sented an organization (i.e., tho SS) which was trained to por- 
secute other races. In giving directives to tho organization 
he was not acting in an SS capacity. The Volksdeutschomittclstelle 
did not concern itself with tho racial question but it supplied 
funds whereby minorities could pursue their "cultural and reli- 
gious activities", It did not transmit propaganda. The annual 
figure transferred to German racial groups until 1939 was betwoon 
two ond three million marks. 

Questioned concerning the actual relation of the SS to 
his department, witnoss said that the first section was directly 
subordinate to HITLER under Gruppenfuchrer Lorenz.  Forsonnol of 
this section were given honorary SS ranks. The second soction 
concernec. with funds employed about 14,000 people of whom 200 were 
SS mon. There were also 600 members who wore drafted into tho 


WAFFEN-SS and omployed in tho main office of tho Volksdoutsche— 


mittolstollo. There were thus about 800 people belonging to the 


SS. They wore SS uniforms because the Russian authoritios insisted 
that they be in uniform for carrying out their work of ro-sottlomont 
in Poland. Ho denied the* the Volxsdeutschemittelstello know or 
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played any part in the extermination of the Jews. In fact it 


even re-settled Jews in the course of its program. 


7. Tho logal Syston of the SS 

The SS legal systems wore described by Guenther REIUTECKE 
who was chief of Department One of the SS legal division and 
director of the SS Supreme Court. He said that SS judges had 
their own courts but were trained like judges in the civil system. 
There was no special SS legal system up to the beginning of the 
war since the ALLGEMEINE SS was uncer the jurisdiction of tho 


civil courts. There were, however, certain disciplinary laws 


within the SS. Prior to 1939 SS offenders were put at the dis- 


posal of the civil courts through a special liaison officer 
between the SS courts an. ite Ministry of Justice. 

Courts-martial for the WAFFEN-SS were sot up on tho 7th 
of October, 1939 and a "Special Jurisprudence" instituted. This, 
according to witness, was only a technical term to distinguish the 
SS legal principles from t> civil code. The SS courts-nertial 
took under their jurisdiction the WAFFEN-SS, the SD and all 
auxiliary formations except the ALLGH! JINE SS which remained under 
the civil code. There wero about 75 SS courts which eventually 


ceme to be known as SS and police courts. The judges of tho 


no jurisdiction over civilians. 

In addition to the application of the goneral principles 
of the civil code by the SS and the Police courts they also admin- 
istorod certain SS "basic laws". These wore in practice commends 
of HITLER hinself proclaimed with the object of insuring tho othi- 
cal standards of the SS on such nat ters as property and religion. 
There was no practical distinction botwoon tho SS and the Wehrmacht 
courts. Reference was made to HITLER'S order that soldiers who had 

fenses against the population in occupied territories 
necd not be punished. RBEINECKE explained that this order was 
liable to misunderstanding. It did not mean that the offenders 
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wore never to be punished but meroly that it was at tho discretion 
of the judge. Ho said that Bach-Zolowski!s evidence concorning 
this order was a deliberate 200٠. 

The jurisdiction of the SS courts extended to the RSHA, 
to the Security Police snd SD. In practice, howovor, HEYDRICH 
succeeded in setting HIMMLER to approve thet any disciplinary 
Measures concerning the RSHA should bo carried out by that 
organization. As a result the SS and police courts were pro- 


ventod from having any knowlodge of crines committed within the 


RSHA itself (For investigations carricd out by the SS and police 


courts in concentration camps and the punishment of offenders 


there, see paragraph on concentration carps, Pert Two). 


VI. THE WAFFEN-SS 


5 


The origins of tho WATFEN-SS have alresdy 025 
In 1940 the WAFFEN-SS comprisod 100,000 mon, 56,000 coming fron 
the VERFUEGUNGSTRUPPS and tho rest from the ALLGUMEING SS and 
Before the actual crostion of tho WAFFEN-SS, 
18,000 members of tho VERFUEGUNGSTRUPFS had boon formed into 
division by the witness JUBTT/ER. All witnesses for tho VAFFEN-SS 
emphasized thet it was formed with the intention of creating an SS 


unit on Army linos. 


l. Statistics of Recruiting of tho WAFFIN-SS 

Recruiting for the WAFFEY-SS seems to have procooded 
fairly rapidly after 1940. Tho witness BRILL gave tho following 
figuros on recruitment: 1940, 50,000; 1941, 70,000; (conscripts 
negligible); 1942, 110,000 (80,000 voluntcors); 1943, 210,000 
(110,000 voluntoors); 1944, 370,000 (160,000 volunteers). 

The figures wore moleted by the witness BLUME who said 
that botwoon 1944 and 1945 125,000 Gormans wore drafted into tho 
SS out of a total of 530,000 non. The ostinated total figuros 


of the WaEFEN-SS wore se follows: 
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1940 100,000 H2740-0122 
1941 150,000 

1942 200,000 to 250,000 

1943 350 000 to 400,000 

194. - ‘$50,000 

1945 580,000 


(These latter figures shou!i not, of course, be confused with tho 


recruiting figures) (Sse page 25 of the transcript). 
Cross-oxaninod by the Prosecution, BRILL was asked whether 
it was not true to say that until the autumn of 1939 all mombors 
of the SS were volunteers for any branch. Eo asroed that it was 
not until after tho beginning of the war that any drafting began. 
Aftor some confusion had beon created concorning 36,000 mon of 
the ALLGNVMSINE SS who were crafted to the WAFFEN-SS in 1940 it 
was Ad ١ that these men were originally volunteers for the 
ALLGEMEINE SS. 
The WAFFEN-SS in 1940, therefore, consisted of people 
who had oricinally volunteered for cithor the VERFUEGUMNGSTAUFPE, 
tho TOTENKOFFVSRBALNDE or the ALLGEMEINE SS. Subsequently 


iembers of tho ALLGEMBINE SS were only very rarely drafted into 


nore frequent. Tho Leibstendarte Adolf Hitlor, 
instance, in 1943 had 2,000 conscripts. 
Askod by the rrosccution concerning the total fisure of 
killed and missing in the WAFFEN-SS up till 1944, he gave this 
as 200,000. The total wouniod, i.e. those declared unfit for 
active service, amounted to 120,000. He said that tho total 
figures given above do not include the 200,000 killed and missing 
but might possibly include 120,000 wounded. 
Discussing figuros for the period 1944 to 1945 BLUME said 
that the total estimated casualties of tho WAFFEN-SS during the 
wer wore betwoen $00,000 anà 350,000. The total membership for 


1944/45 thet he gave did not include these casualtics. 
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2. Statistics of 7o: ,0nnol of the WAFFEN-SS Units, 
j 1 Racial Germans 


The WAPTZ4-SS of 174-1945 bore no resemblance to the 
original unit of 1940. From 1941 onwards various Gorman nationals 
frog other countries, especially the Balkans, wore recruited, Tho 
majority of these seomed to vo volunteers. As a result, in 
December 1944 out of a total of 580,000 men, 160,000 were 07 
(gornenios), 160,000 were Volksieutschon or regial Germans and 
260,000 wore sure blooded Gormans. There were 40 divisions at 
the end of the war including two foreign units eni sovon small 
foreign groups together with a Germanic Group. (Theso figures 
wore given by BLUME). BRILL gevo figures which appercnvly ins 
كم تناع‎ tho casualtics of 300,000 referred to by BLUMD wor tho 
period 1944 to 19:3, giving a totel of 910,000 men in tae WAFFEN-SS 
in Docorber 1934., He said 410,000 were Gerrans, 300 , COU Volkga 


deutschen, 150,000 aliens and 50,000 Gernenies fron Sc^n?inevia 


Volynteers for tho organization could not resign, They 
usually volunteorod with the motive that it was a decent 
courageous unit. They rocoivoà a written drafting order. 
Doctors ^n2 technicians voro drafted without resard for 
their political opinions. This ovi?once w^s confirmed by DR, PETER 
a medical officor of tho WAFFEN 
FELIX SCHIEBLISH, © privato soldier in tho WAFFEN-SS said 


that when tho war broke out he was 16 years anc 8 months old, Ho 


volunteered for tho WAFFEN-SS in Octobor 1942 because ho liked tho 


appearence of SS troops snd considered them an elite unit. Ho 
saic. his hopes were fulfilloil. Ho could not soe any difforonco 
betweon tho conevripts and the volunteers in tho WATFZN-SS, 

of them felt content and he confirmed tho ovidonco of BRILL 
said thet the SS hoacyvartors novor roeeivod complaints 

eithor volunteers or conseripts oxeopt in very raro C2808, 

1988 there wore. Soweres, compleinis from parents whoso ch 


had been drefred into the Wo4JuN-.SS but after this dato 
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17 yoars or older could join with the permission of thoir poronts. 
BRILL said thot his office tried to select young snd healthy 


people without reference to their political views. 


3. Orcanization and Commend of the WAFFEN-SS 

Tho WAFFEN-SS had no supreme command of its own. Tho 
so-called Fuchrungzshouptant wes en edninistretivo office and to 
all intents snd purposes the members of tho newly formed WAFFEN-SS 
boesro, when tho war started, soldiers in tho Army. HAUSSER who 
commended at difforont times a division, a corps and an Army group, 
said that during his five and a half years at the front ho rocoivod 
ordors only from the Sur: "lo Commender of the Army. Tho WAFFEN-SS 
wes subordinate to HIMMLER only in questions of personnol. 

Asked whom he considored his direct commander, HIMMLER or 
HITLER, HAUSSER answered that the Supreme Commander was HITLER. 
HIMMLER was much criticizec for his lack of military knowledge. 

He tried to instil his own ideology into tho WAFFEN-SS but as is 
natural with a front lino unit, the troops paid little attontion 
to the uttersnces of pooplo in tho officos at home. In any caso, 

TEN-SS commanders “mew what to tell their soldiors". 

HANS JUETINER a d that tho WAFFEN-SS was under tho 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army anû was incorporated into higher 
formations like any ordinary Wehrmacht unit. It hed no independent 
commands in the field. (Sec pego 247 of tho transcript.) 

ULLRICH who connenied the SS Panzer Division Viking 
tho same evidence end denied that there was any difference in 
fighting methods or organization between the WAFFEN-SS and the 
Army. Othor evidence was given that there mey have beon some 
differences in the type of equipment supplied to the WAFFEN-SS 
through the WVHA for training. 

All officers of the WAFFEN-SS who were called boforo the 
Commission similarly donied that tho WAFFEN-SS was educated with 
a viow to irregular or espoci^lly cruel methods 020 
training of tho WAFFEN-SS was suporvisod by tho Army. Even i 


had recuested "decency in life and in battle", 
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that at any rato his conn^n?ors carried out this proc opte 


Asked by Counsel whephot it was correct to say that 


after 1945-19i4 the nothods of fishting according to thoso 
principles changed, ho said that this may have been due to tho 
growth of the WAFFEN-SS and. the increase in tho nunber of forcien 
voluntoors. Ho testified that tho troops had lectures in intor- 
national law and the principles of tho Geneva ani Hague Convon- 
tions.  BRAUSSE, who had been in chargo of the logal oducation 
of tho WAFFEN-SS, said that thoy wore specially trained to prevent 
crimes end oxcesses in the field. They wore issued booklets giving 
details of the court-martial systom, disciplinary laws of tho SS 
end the laws of warfare. The basic point of the 8 ideology was 
law and order end consciousnoss cf the nocessity for disciplino, 

Tho witness MOLT who had command of one of the SS trainin 
schools gave sinilar oviconco. He said that the goal of the train- 
ing was tho development of pcoplo of hich moral and physical 
Standards. There was no intention of forming a caste of Forron= 
volk but it wes hoped to unify countrics of Europeo for tho pro- 
tection of a united culture against Asiatic influoncos. Thus 
the theory of a Western Europon culture was taucht. 

The educacion of the so-called Junkor Schools did not 


advocato brutality. In other respects the purposes of tho school 


were to train good offisors fron a military point of vicv. 


Concentra nion, Camps, Finsatzgrupoen and 


Ac-.2yigne with uno SD 
The Dofense sileged that tho WAFTIN--SS had no direct 
relation to the police work of HIMMLER, espocially the GESTAPO 
and concentration carps, Au previously stated, HIMMLER doliberatcly 
deceived the puoli^ by calling tho concentration camp guards members 
of the WaàWVEN-27 alihengh thoy wore really only ordinery troops 
There was no exchange of porsonnol 
SHANO, Socurvii ty Police or SD. 
mands in concentration camps in 


50,000, At-the beginning of the war, 





8,000 TOTENKOPFVERBAENDE were transferred to tho WAFFEN-SS. In 
1941 the Main SS Office bogan to recruit concentration camp guards 
from VOLKSDSUTSCHEN. These men had applied for membership in tho 
WAFFEN-SS. Six thousand to 7,000 wore recruited tozether with 
members of the German Vo*or^ns Association who had volunteered 
for the WAFFEN-SS but who were too old or infirm for active 
service. The remaining guards were personnel transferred fron 
the Army and air Force, end included a number of aliens who did 
not understand German. He divided the 1944 figures as follows? 
7,000 Volksdeutschen, 10,0CO volunteers for the WAFFEN-SS, many 
of whom were aliens and 7,000 transferred from the Arny and Air 
Force. There were probably another 6,000 men connected with con- 
centration camps who may have been in some way connected with the 
SS. 

This evidence should be tonsidered in tho licht of EAUSSER!'S 
statement that if it were true that concentration camp guards were 
technically regarded as members of tho WAFFEN-SS, the WAFFEN-SS in 
the field were not aware of this. With regard to the Einsatzgruppen, 
HAUSSER said that he knew like most people thet HIMMLER put members 
of the SD into the ranks of the resular Army to supervise the 
civilian population. He learned after the war thet there wore 
about 600 WAFFEN-SS personnel in the Einsatzgruppen, to the extent 
perhaps of three or four companies. (Sce Part Two-of this Report 
uncer Concentration Camps and Einsatzeruppen.) 

JUETTNER says that in 1941 he complained to HIMMLER that 
tho WAFFEN-SS were being used by HEYDRICH to carry out executions 
in Bohemia. These were stopped on PIMMLER!S orders (Document PS 


1972, US 171). 
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PART TWO 


SERCIFIC CRIMGS WITE YATE SS IS CHARGED 


l. Porsocution of the Jows 
(a) LICEMATI'S Opcrations 


Evidence rezaréine the activities of BICHMAIN was vivon 


by WISLICENY who had been a monber of the Jowish Committoo of 


EICHMANN.  Aecordinz to this witness thoro was a nootin- i 

when EICEMANN described the so-colloàd final solution or 

tion of the Jews. Using a diaaram which hed forme . tho 

his testimony before tho Tribunal on the Zra 

he gave the names of ten officers of tho SS, 

GESTAPO who were informed of this order. In cross examination 
he admitted that there wero a number of other groups involved 

in the externination plan. There were, for instenco, noribors of 
Einsatz groups and those who were employed by EICHMANN to cove 

up traces of executions, tosothor with various GESTAPO officials. 
He contended that tho commanños who participated in the final 
solution were very few in number. Tremendous preccutions were 
teken to keep EICHMANN'S orders secret. No written statements 
wore meade. 

The Theresicnstadt camp was allowed to continue in exist- 
ence in order that members of various international organizations 
such as the Red Cross could visit it and have the impression that 
Jews were housed there as in other camps. (Soo evidence of VON 
TEADDEN below regarding tho visits of diplomatic representatives 
to the camps.) 

The Jews who wore sont to Auschwitz were forced to write 
postcards which were sent at intervals by the camp authoritios 
to give the improssion that tho writers wore still alive. Thoy 
were allowed to take 100 pounds of lusgaze with the object of 

then believe thoy wore beine sent for ro-settlomont. In 


addition it would bo extremely difficult for anyone to detect 


2) 


- 


that Auschwitz was usoà for extermination. 
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IN also attompted to give tho impression that Jews 
voro beins sent for ro-sottlonent by various other forms of ocolit. 
In the transportation of Jowish prisoners to Auschwitz nost of tho 
eueres wero nonbors of the Ordor Folico. Witness only know of one 
ووه‎ where the WAFFEN-SS guariod such a transport. No rorbors of 


the SD were used. Soa pages 577, 820, 811, 838 and 839 of tho 


transcript.) Train cuarés were nover allowed to enter tho camp 


at Auschwitz ani it is most unlikely that those men would have 
any dotaile2 knowlodee as to the fate of the Jews. 

Eo was undex the 
was ontirely unknown io WAFFEN-SS There were, however, 2 
nurber of SS personnel on tho WICHMANN Committee. 

In oràos to snov thc SISEMAEN took such procentions that 
his activities were entirely concealed fron the SS and fron tho 
Foreizn Office li^isosn, the dofonso called ERERHARD VON THADDEN, 
a foroim office counc? Ll Ee gave evidence that he visited 
Belson an? othor camps with Red Cross and Swiss ropros 
and found conditione there "quito good". Theso visits wore in 
sated by rumors in the forcizr »ross of 6,000 Jows a day being 
burned daily at Therssionstadt. Visite to Thorosionsta? 

thore woro satisfactory. 
answor to the wbomont that the "whole 
VON TEADUEN observed that the 
foroign pro: 
working in liaison 
with BICHMANN was to prepare propaganda for the "comprehension! 
amongst othor nations of tho oxocutivo measures against tho Jows, 

Cross-examinod as to what he nennt by "exceutiva noasuros" 
and why he haz made a epoech on BICHMANN'S bohalf, tho minutos 
of which were not published, ho seid the oxocutivo nossuros only 
roforro& to deportation. He thought only two or three officials 
of the foreign office could have known about the proposod liquida- 


TA 


tion. Even the fcroisn sccrotery know only of tho ñopertation. 
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Ee said that ho was provonted by EICHMANN from going to 
tho oxtermination camp at Auschwitz for socurity reascns. 


^ 


EICHMANN said that socrot weapons were boinz made there. BICHMAIN 
thought that reports in the foreisn press of exterminations in this 
camp woro of an advantaze since the camp might not be attacked. by 
enemy bombers. EICHMANN assured tho foroion office that theso 
roports were untrue and tt-^t the Jews were properly cared for. 
During a discussion as to the rolevancy of the ovidonco 
of this witness, the Defense claimed that the fact that a very 
high official of the foreign office and an honorary mombor of tho 
SS such as VON THADDEN did nat know of tho extorminations, implicd 
that the SS as a whole did not know of them either. (See pazo 


1168 of the transcript.) 


(5) The Events of Novembor 10 


Witnesses for the ALLGSMBINE SS claimed that the SS did 


not participate in the demonstrations of the 9th of November, 1938. 


had mado his inflammatory spooch and synazomes wore 
alroady burnings. He cleimod that he did not see HEYDRICH'S tolo- 
type saying that the security police as well as members of the SD, 
the VERFUEGUNGSTRUPPE and ALLGEMBINE SS might bo used in tho 
demonstrations until after they had already started. Tho sexo 
explanation of the allopd participation of the SS in those 
demonstrations was given by othor witnesses. 

Denial that +? ` SS was used to spread terror 
amon. the population 

As has already been stated, the witnesses declarod that 
the ALLGEMEINS SS and tho VERFUEGUNGSTRUPPE did not rocoivo training 
which would render them a "torror unit" of the party. Thoy woro not 


a handful of brisands and <anegsters as tho Prosecution havo de- 


clarod. It was true that it wes tho aim of the leadors of tho SS 


to make it an elite unit but this objective was by no moans ontiroly 
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realized. It was admitted that excesses were carried cut but 
these offenders wore always punished by tho SS courts 

With regard to their participation in tho suppression of 
the Roehm Putsch in 1934, first hand evidence cf this was given by 
IBERSTHIN and by another witness JOBENK wha was a member of tho 
Leibstandarte at that time. EBERSTEIN who was in cherge of an 
SS district in Dresden at that timo was summoned by HIMMLER a 
wook before the 13%h of June and instructed to alert his SS men 
who wore kept in their barracks and not allowed to zo on the 
streets. On the 30th cf June he learned from a member of tho SD 
who was not under his orders thet 28 people were to be arrested 
or shot. Of these 8 wore to be executed for high treason on 
HEYDRICH'S orders. The cxecutions were carried out by tho Reichs- 
£rupponfuohror of Saxony. 

JOEENK said that on the 30th of June 1934 the Leibstan- 
darto was alertod. While his platoon was in Berlin they learnod 
of the shooting of various SA leaders who had been court-nertialled 
and that some members of thə Leibstandarte had carried out tho 
exocutions. Members of his unit considered that these executions 
wero risht as they were for hich treason. 

In cross oxamination tho witness said he did not think it 
peculiar that Gruppenfuchror Dietrich, the commander nf tho Loib- 
standarte, should have told members of the unit to bo quiet about 
what they had seen. He believed that Dietrich had received orders 
for tho executions and that they wero perfectly lawful. 

Denial that thai SS as a whole were ro concerne in 
Concontratior Camp Atrocitios. . Offenders were 
i by the SS Courts 
relation of the SS personnel to concentration camps 
has already beon described. The purpose of the defense was to 
show that the details of administration of concentration camps 
wero not widely known and that the guards, particularly towards 


the end of the war, were drawn from persons who wore only norrinally 


members of the S8. It is, however, Pond od that tho TOTZNKOIU'- 


VERBAENDS prior to tho war guarded concentration camps, but thoy 
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woro transforred to form tho VWAFFEN-~SS in 1940. It is claimod 
that tho SS main office cavo no orders to cuards in econcontration 
camps nor did thoy receive any reports. Antszruppe D of tho WVHA 
worked entirely indepondontly and numerous other personnel includ- 
ing Fieher SS and Police Loaders who were involved in tho concon- 
tration camp command, held only honorary membership in tho SS. 

The defense tried further to establish two points with 
reovard to concentration camps: 

(1) That the SS courts tried a considorable nunbor 
of offenders accused of ill trestment, accordins to their disci- 
plinary laws. 

(2) That HIMMLER wes oricinally in favor of invosti- 
gating conditions but eventually cave way to POHL and GLUCKS of 
tho WEA, as a result of which tho cloak of secrecy surroundins 
the camps could not be penetrated. 

REINEOKE said that inmates of concontration camps wore 
under the civil law. This had been ruled by the Roichs Ministry 

f Justice. Tho members of the steff of concentration camps were 
under the jurisdiction of tho SS and police courts. It had always 
becn the duty of SS courts to prosocuto crimes committed in con- 
centration camps but in the lattor part of 1943 and until tho end 
of the war, a serics of special investicstions started. 

These crimes were first discovered as a result of the trial 
of KOCH, commander of the Buchenweld concentretion camp. It soon 
became evident that other irrozuleritios wore occurrinz and that 
the SS and police courts would not be ablo to cope with tho 
prosecution of so many crines. As a result a conrittoo of 
experts was appointed who wore composed of membors of tho 
crininal police with an SS judze attached to each connittoo: 
Apparently these investigations were nore successful than 
GLUCKS, tho Ohief of Antszruppe D end his chiof POEL considorad 


was desirable. In 1944 HIMMLER requested that the investications 


he 55 courts bo discontinued duo to the fact thet tho discipline 


of tho prisoners was being ondancered.  HIM/LER did not continuo 
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to rondor any assistance to tho invostications. REINECKE said 
that anon tho pooplo who appoarod to be connoctod with such 
crinos were camp commanders end thoir staffs end medical por- 
sonnel. He informed the Commission that in his opinion thero 
were very few suards responsible. Most of the orders for 
which their subordinates wore prosocutod were issued by GLICKS, 
rOXL, GRAWITZ, Chief of tho Medical Staff and MUBLLER of tho RSTA, 

In all, 400 cases wore invostiostod by the SS snd police 
courts and a decision was reached on 200. Five camp cornendors 
wore prosecuted, two of thom hein sentenced to death. 

Cross-oxamined RHINUCKE said that he had no knowlodzo cf 
the order of the Keichsfuchrer SS that certain anti-social olononts 
such as Jews and cypsios with moro than three year sentences wore 
to be "worked to death". It was suzcostod to him that it was odd 
that the Fizhest SS and judicial authoritios were informed of 
this and he knew nothin? about it. Ho answored thet such thins 
could only have taken place within the sphere of administration 
of concentration camps and as ho had testified it was inpossiblo 
to penetrate the secrecy surroundinz thom. 

Fe admitted that tho non who wore ruardinz concentration 
camps bolonzed to tho SS. Ho nover hoard any of tho ards 
mention atrocities and said that tho reports rocoivod by the SS 
and police courts were carefully and oxpertly drawn ups. 

There was, howovor, a caso in Buchenweld whore it was 
found that the evidence of witnosses rezarding a cort^in incidont 
had boon fabricatod with tho assistance of the Commandant himself. 

Donial that the SS committed etrocitios a-einst 
Civilians, rrisonors of War or Partisans in 
Occupied Territory 


Givine ovidenco rorardins conditions on tho Eastorn 


Front, ULLRICE, Commander of tho Fanzor Division Vikinz, which 


has been accused of many atrocitics by the Prosecution, said that 
relations between the troops and civilian populations wore ZOOM. 


People were usually approhonsivo on hoarinz of the arrival of 
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tho SS but this was soon -lloviated when they observed that they 
conducted themselves in 5 rropor manner. He denied that thoro 
was any destruction of 71115208 except as a matter of nilitary 
necessity. Efforts were always made to transport civilians 
back to the rear during 258 

The Division Viking was never used in enti-partisan 
warfare. It was considered that anti-partisan measures wore a 
matter of military necessity in order to protect the troops at 
the front and to keep the road open for reinforcements. 

ULLRICE said he had never seen or heard of cooperation 
between the SS and police troops in the Polish Campaizn although 
he was willing to concedo that HIMMLER was telling tho truth in 


Document FS 1918, USA 304 (a speech in Metz). In this speech 


MMLER declared that the Security Police assisted by the SS had 
to be "touch" when shootin- thousands of leading Foles. 

Questioned regardin: the Commissar Order, HAUSSER said 
that the order was only passed at first to higher commands and in 
1941 the WAFFEN-SS had no hish command of its own. He did not 
receive this order until mch lator. In practice the order was 
never carried out. according to ULLRICH was because most 
prisoners had no insignia of rank and it was difficult to dise 
tinguish commissars from other prisoners. Tho WAFFEN-SS wore 
of the opinion that the order was azainst all their principles 
of discipline and human rights. 

Evidence was given rogardine the Commando Order of 
October, 1942. The witnoss GRAF who was head of tho intorros5- 
tion division of tho Fifth Mountain Corps, said that commandos 
captured on tho Dalmatian Coast were correctly treated and third 
desree methods were not used to obtain military informations He 
seid ho know of the existence of letters from Coloncl Jack Church- 
hill and Colonel Skipwith c? British commando units expressing 


thanks for tho correct treatment thet they rocoived. 


In tho Balkans Tito's he were properly treated 


56 
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according to international law oven those who did not wear 


uniforms. SS troops were Severely punished for oxcesses towards 
the civilian population and examples wore ofton mado. 

German troops were frequently tried for stealing or 
appropriating the property of tho civilian population in Russia. 
Witness deniod that HIMMLER'S spooch at rkov in April 1913 
in which ho said that Russians should be taken ad or alivo, 
roprosented a point of view that was common in tho WAFFIUN-SS. 

general view in the WAFFEN-SS was that killinz was only 
pormissible in actual combat. 

Statements like "enti-semitism is tho samo as dolousinc! 
were considered by witness to be in "had tasto, 

Ho admitted that this specch was redo to about 50 con- 


هم 


nendors of his WAFFEN-SS of tho troops stationed around 
Eo was not prepared to ednit that his commanders passed these 


statoments o | the troops but agreed that HIMMLER may 


mado = similar speech to units of the lst, 2nd and Srd SS Panzer 
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The Defense called six witnesses before the 


ALFRED HELMUT NAUJOOKS, who was employed by Heydrich to 
carry ov. tho at ec on _the Gloiwitz Broadcasting Station 


STANDARTENTULHRER DR. KNOCHSN, who was Chief of th 
Security Police and SD in France from 1942 until 1944, 


OBE aSTUSMB AUNT UBER HOEPPNER, who was in charze of 
3 A the RSE, 5 


R. ALFRED HOENGEN, who worked in a section of tho SD 
oncorning law and administration (Amt III A of tho 


RSEA). 


DR. HANS EHLICH, Ohief of Section III B of Amt 3 of tho 
RSHA (population anå racial questions). 


DR. HANS ROESSNER, who was in Group III © of Amt 3 of 
the RSHA which dealt with science, education and relizion. 


According to his preliminary statements, Defense Counsol 
sought to establish the following points through these six 
witnosses 

Tho SD was a perty information agency developed to 
report on the morale, opirions and conditions of the people in 
all their "spheres of life", (Art III). It reported forcim 
intollizonco (Amt 6) and carried out various forms of research 
(Amt ae 

The SD was not a police force. It crow up and worked 
independently of the SS and the GESTAPO. It had in gencral no 
executive powers and no powers of arrest. 

3. It only dealt with Jewish problems in an advisory 
and research capacity. Its function as far as the Bi nsatzeruppen 
and concentreticn camps er» concerned was similar. It carrlod 
out investigations on religious questions but played no part in 

ho persecution of the Church. 

4. Both in Germany and in occupied territory the torn 

was used in a very gencral sense to denote othor dopartnonts, 
as tho RSHA and the GESTAPO and Security Police. A considor- 


number of people who were really members of the SS end other 
26 


5 





orcanizetions wore SD on thoir whiforms and were called "SD mon". 
Consoguently, many of the crimes with which tho SD propor is 
charczod were roslly comnittod by other fsroups., 

5. The number of porsons belonging to the SD who could 
have known about the Eichmann procren, shout Binsatzsruppon or 
about concentration camps was oxtrenely small. 

6. The agents employed by the SD were about half of them 
volunteers and half paid as regular agents. 

Most of the evidence on behalf cf the SD concerns activi- 
ties with which they were charged under Article 6 of tho Charter. 
There is very little evidenca on the question of knowlodgo of 
criminal activities or voluntary membership. The following is 
a resume of tho evidence of tho witnossos called on tho question 
of whothor or not the SD was a eroup designed to ongage in 


activity defined as criminal under Article 6 of the Chartere 


the Torm "Sp" 

Sevorel of the witnosses asserted that the term "SD" was 
usod in a very general senso to include not only other organiza 
tions but also groups of pooplo who did not beleng to tho real 
SD, The witness KNOCHEN, for instanco, explained away documonts 
in which the expression "handing over to the Security Polico and 
SD", or merely "to the SD" was montioned as not meaning tho SD 
at all but the Security Police itself. Tho relevance of such 
evidence seems doubtful excopt insofar as witnesses were able to 
explain specific documents. Prosumably the evidence of the wit- 
ness NAUJOCKS to explain tho nature of tho term "SD man" was to 
show that tho SD itself was a limited organization. The wide uso 
of its name may have given tho impression that its mombers aro 
accused of crimes committed by other organizations. It dcos 
seem clear, howover, that tho large number of persons roferrod 
to by KNOCEEN who wore tho SD insignia on their uniforms wero in 
some way or other attached to the office of the SD and Security 


Police in Faris. 
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(a) The Term "Sichorhoitsdienst" 

The witness HOETP) TR (Transcript page 1605) states that 

tho term Sicherhoitsdienst, or SD, could moan 
(a) an SS formation known as the SD. 
(b) a special information agency. 

The SD considered as an SS formation was entirely diffor- 
ent from the various departments of the RSEA which formod tho SD 
2.8 a special information service of the party. Amt 3 (Fomo Intol- 
ligence), Amt 6 (Foreign Intelligence), and Amt 7 (Research) of 
the RSHA comprised the information agency. The SS formation 


consisted of units of the ALLGEMSINE SS and Security Polico. 


There was, however, no colioctive responsibility attaching to 


these different organizaticns. 

The term Sichorhoitsdionst as applied to the above two 
divisions should also not be confused with tho Reichs Sichorhoits- 
dionst, a "special organization sot up for the protection of the 
Fuchrer", 

(>) "SD Men" (See also Evidence far tho GESTAPO) 

The witness NAUJOCXS on pages 508 to 509 and page 1118 
of the transcript, gives a definition of the term "SD man", Tho 
witness was called by the Defense to show that tho statement in 
his affidavit to the Fros:eition in November 1945 that ho and other 
"SD men" had carried out the fabricated incident on the Polish 
border in 1939, was based on a misunderstanding of the term 
"SD men", (See PS 2751, US 482.) 

NAUJOCKS oxplained tho misunderstanding as follows: All 
people working in offices under FEYDRICH as Chief of tho Security 
Police and SD wore called "SD mon". "his was a fonoral doscrip- 
tion. An "SD man" was anyone HEYDRICH could trust politically, 

Re-examined by the Defense on page 1118 of tho transcript, 
tho witness agreed that tho following definition of "SD man" is 
corrects 


(1) A mombor of tle Home Intelligence Servico (Amt III 
of the RSHA). 
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Porolen Intelligence Servico (Ant VI). 
A menber nt VII óf tho RSHA (Research). 
A monber so-callod SD of the SS, togothor 
some casos, all members of the RSNA and 
some members of tho GESTAPO and criminal police. 
In addition to this thoro wore, of courso, those 
peoplo who were espoci^lly trusted ! 

The witness XNOCHEN on وعدم‎ 451 of the transcript obsorvos 
that a large number of people in Franco who had nothing to do with 
the SD wore the SD insignia on their SS uniforms. Thero wero 
even cases of French citizens describing themselves as members 


the SD, and some of tho crimes by them may have been charzod 


to the SD, 

KNOCHEN said that in his doportnont cf the Security Folice 
end SD there was an estimatod total number of 2,500 personnel. 
Only ten to twelvo persons wore mombers of Amt III of the RSHA 
and, consequently, of tho "ono Intelligence Servico., Thero wore 
$0 to 35 people who belangod to Ant VI, tho Foroign Intollizonco 
Organization of tho RSHA. In other words, only 60 to 65 people 
belonged to the official SD offices, Amt III and Amt VI, whoreas 


2,400 to 2,500 wore the uniforns 6f tho SD in Trenee. 


(c) Documents referring to the "Security 
rit 


Folice م‎ and | Sp" or "Tho Sp" 


The samo witness was, during tho hoering on Commission, 
shown & large nunber of documents rol&tinz to tho Commando Ordor 
of October tho léth, 1942, and to the treatment of paratroopers 
end members of the French resistance. Those documents said thet 
captured persons should be handed, over to tho SD. 

KNOCHEN who was previously Chief of tho Security Police 
and SD in Faris, stated that the term "SD" wes often mistak 
used to mean the GESTAPO or Socurity Folice. This mistake was 


frequently made by higher commends. (Pago 461) 
"29v 
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The SD Grew Up from 1932 Onwards as en derez 


Party Orzanization Soparato Deg 
fron (a) The SS, (5) Tho GES 

and (4 .) The P Party. 
(a) The SD and The SS 

Although it is true to say that there was a so-called 
SS formation known as the SD, which has already been referred to, 
the statement thet the SD was properly part of the SS is really 
incorrect. The SD in the sense that it consisted of Amts III, 
VI and VII of the RSHA war 

(1) A Party Orgenization. 

(2) Vory few of its mombers belonged to tho SSe 

(3) It was unique in the sense that it srow 
"unofficially" and was not established 1 
legal decree. 

The Book "Ten Years of Security Police and SD" (Document 
rS 1680) seems to imply that the SD wes furthermore part of the SS. 
The witness HOEPPNER, however, says that tho SD was merely 2 
special intelligence organization created in 
fuchrer SS. This should, however, not be taken to mean 

of the 55 or that it carried out SS tasks. 

Ho further distinguished the so-called "SD formations" 
within the SS from Ants III, VI and VII of tho RSHA but sew that 
this consisted of members of the Security Folice and SS who wore 
formed into special groups. The exact position of the SD formar 
tions in the SS was not made clear by any of the witnesses 

According to HIMMLER the SD was the floreat ideological 


ntellirence service of the Party and in the long run, also of the 


Stn tall ١ " 
State". uring the tine of the struggle for power it was the only 


intclligence sorvice of tho SS. With regard to the last part of 


= TTT 


8 sentence HOEPPNER observed that one could only consider the 
relationship of the SD to the SS in the light of the development 


of the SD from 1932 until it officially became Amt III of the 


RSHA in 1939. (See below) 
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witness HOZSSHEN? wag eross-ox^ninoá on an extract 
from tho National Year Nook of 1941 in which it is statod thet 
tho SD was a political intelligence sorvico croated in accordance 
with the "racial and idcological selection required 
saying that the SD had 
which are described below. The only thine corroct in 


Tray 


FEYDRICH was simultancously Chief o iQ Security rolico 


THOTALO 


SD, declared that fror 
thoro was no direct relation botween 
principel differences which ho explained wore 


As 


APO wag 
no fixed rules and 
e Party sutkority. 
Sinilarly tho fa thet FEYDRICH | 
the Security Polico was thc 


the GUSTAFO 


were concorned, whoreas the 
intolligence both at home and abroad. The SD had no powe 
arrest and was not interosted in individuals but in 
problems. While admittedly thero was a sort of rone 
collaboration between the SD and the GUST ALO, 
report to the GESTAPO on individuals and thoy 
names in thoir reports on groups or sootion of tho population. 


Dr. BEST (Soo report on videnco for the 


GESTAPO submitted by tho Frosocution as PS 1852) is accordin 


ct. The SD was novor a tool of 


GESTAPO nor was it a 'Gonorel Steff" of tho GESTAPO. 
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EOEPFHER, when ercss-oxaminod, was shown L 361 where 
HEYDRICH was stated to have brought tho various offices of tho 
Socurity Police and SD under one head, tho RSHA or Reichs 
Sccurity Main Office. The Prosecution put to the witness that 
the setting up of the RSHA creatod a greater centralization of 
the main offices and, thorefore, brought the GESTAPO and SD 
together. The witness stated this was incorrect. He seid that 
by an order dated June 1938, the functions of tho SD and GESTAPO 
wore specifically soparatod and the establishment of tho RSHA in 
no sense changed the functions of tho SD as a soparato orzeniza- 
tion. 

Most of tho witnessos throughout the hearings emphasized 
tho distinction botwoen Amts III, VI ¿nd VII of tho 
Amt IV which was in fact tho GSSTAFO. 

KNOCEEN said that tho samo separation of functions 
applied to occupied territorios, in particular to tho Office of 
tho Chief of Security Police and SD in France where tho Soctions 
of that offico bore the seme titles as the different Ants of tho 
RSHA, o.c., Soction 4 of tho SD and Security Police in Paris 
corresponded to Amt IV of the RSHA in Borlin. (Page 478) 

It would appear that SD agents operating in tho fiold 
made thoir reports to the appropriate department of the local 
offico of the Security Police and SD. The offices cf Socuri ty 
Police and SD in occupied territory then transferred their roports 
to Amts III, VI or VII of tho RSH according to the subject. It 
is denied that the SD agents made reports directly to Ant IV or 
any branch of the GESTAPO offices except where they 


for thoir "oxpert advico! before tho GESTAPO took a 


(a) Tho SD was not part of tho Police 
The Defonse have tried to show that the SD was not a 


police organization and it did not belong to a uniform police 


ystom. They say that tho allegation by tho Prosccution on thc 


* 
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26th of Fobruary, 1946, that tho SD had police functions is quito 
incorrect. It concorned itsolf only with discovering what public 
opinion was and although it roported the intentions of hostile 
factions within the stato, it took no executive action. Any 


exccutive action against treasonable groups concerned the GESTAPO. 


and The Party 

HOLrrNER stated that while tho SD as such was a Party 

ation, it really served tho party and the stato in 
proportion. Tho Party, however, lacked confidence in tho 
the Stato did not issue orders to it. (Sce Volume I of tho Ordi~ 
nences end Laws of the Party Loadership, Page 599 of the 14th 
Docoxbor, 1938) 

Within the Party Orzenization SD egonts kopt the Geuloitors 
informed of the stato of affairs but thoy were nct actual rorbors 
of thcir staffs. Tho function, for instanco, of Ant III was to 
ascertain the moods and roactions of tho people towards monsures 
taken by tho Government. It rocoivod no orders from tho party 
leadors. 

In cross examination the witness doniod that it was tho 
duty of Amt III to report on casos of "wavering" from the principles 
of National Socialism on the part of party leaders. 

The witnoss ROESSNER ¢ 
did not intorforo in politics a 


reports on conditions. 


ó. Activitios of the SD as an Information Asoncy 
This section of the roport is devoted to 


(a) Bvidence that Ants III, VI and VII wore ontiroly 


soparato organizations. 


(b) Tho nature of tho reports mace by Amt III, which 


was generally rogarded as tho most sionificant 


section of the RSHA, which is also considorod 


& part of the SD. 
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(a) Ants III, VI and VII of tho RSHA 


Evidence as to tho structure and functions of Ants III, 
VI end VII of the RSHA is viven on page 1607 of the transcript 
by tho witness FOXPPNER. His definition of their functions nay 
be briefly stated as follows 

Ant III collectod information within the borders of the 
Roich; Ant VI collected information outside the borders of tho 
Roich; Amt VII dealt with archives and records. These dutios 
were independent of cach ther and the structure of tho offices 
was very different, e.g., Amt III was highly decentralized anc 
worked through branch offices and agents, whereas Amt VI, the 


foroign secret service, was highly centralized. There was no 


"collective purpose or foc"lag among the members of these groups", 


(b) Nature of tho SD Reports 
With regard to tho nature of the reports submitted by tho 
SD, intorestin: evidence is given by the witness ROESSNER with 
gard to tho various subircts which the inves tigations of tho 
D covorod.  ROXSSNER says, for instanco, that Group 3C of Ant III 
tho RSHA was divided into six soctions dealing with tho following 
subjects: Universities, oducation and 20115102, culturo and art, 
pross and radio, "culture" in occupiod territorios and docunonts 
Its function was to correct "nisdirocted culture". Public opinion 
anc criticism by the put..v in the spheros of seic ance and religion 


woro investigated and reports end constructivo sugtostions 


Univorsitios 
The section dealing with univers ities advised on tho 
appointnont of professors and lecturors. Their reports on indi- 
vicuels wore only "genoral appreciations" for the benefit of tho 
Reichs Education Ministry who made decisions on university appoint- 
Monts. 
Tro Church 
The SD advised on questions of religion among Germans in 


general. It alsn reported on education and the reaction of tho 
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pooplo to the philosophical views of the party. The Prococution!s 
ellozation that the SD took part in tho persecution, of tho Church 
ond was ordered to assist in its dostruction ie unfounioi. Tho 
reports did not rosult in any measures arainst the Church sni 
wore not ^ircctod towards its persecution. (On the question of 
the SD's defense against the charzo of porsocution of the Crurch, 


Soo paragraph 7 below.) 


1 


hic 


Ta 
n 


The witness HFLICF, who belonzed to Section III B v 
Coalt with problems of population and public hyziono said thet 
tho functions of his group consisted of intolliconco reports on 
"noral attitude and opinions of tho peoplo on events 


Fis section was particularly con~ 


decrees of authority". 
corned with "Yolkdum" which ho described as the study of the 
racial and cultural characteristics of mankind. The gencral 
iiroctivos givon to his section wore that (a) tho SD had no 
executive but merely intelliccnce duties and (5) Section III B 


was to confine its work to observing "formations and peculisri- 


^ 
2 


ties of racial life", 


In cross cxaminntion the witness stated that the question 


of the resettlement of Germans in Poland who before the war had 
been hostile to the Reich only concorned the SD insofar as it 
gave its expert advice to the GESTAPO who decided whether thoy 
wore undesirable and should bo thrown into concentration. campse 

In regard to the elimination of politically or racially 
uncesirable people, the witness emphasized thet the function of 
the SD was purely advisory and that finel decisions on such 

^ 
natters were nado by tho GESTAPO or RSEA. 
Civil Servents 
The same principle applied to the selection of civil 


servants. Evidence on this matter was eivon by Dr. Alfred 


KOENGZN who bolonged to a section which concernod itself with 
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lew and administration, Ant III A, The purpose of his testimony 
was to show that the SD did not check the trustworthiness of 

civil servants in respect to their agreemont with National Socialist 
ideas nor did it in any way influence the solection of Nazi loaders, 
Ee said that civil servants were appointed by the State. Informa~ 
tion concerning thom was supplied by the SD to the Hoheitstracgor 


for their Cecision. This decision was called a "Foheitsakt" which 
had "constitutional value". The reports of the SD were only 
statements of fact and did not carry much weight. The words 
"“ohoitsakt" or '"Xoheitstilo!" is an old German administrativo 
torn. It has no direct reference to tho National Socialist 

system but appears to amourt to a £ovornront decision. 

HORFFNER stated the information given by the SD concerning 
the appointment or advancement of civil servants did not necessar= 
ily have to be actod upon by the Moheitstraoser. Much of tho 
information concerning civil servants came from reports by old 
members of the service. The information concerning a candidate 
was supposed to cover hi. ast professional carcer, education, 
family and financial background. Special departments wore sot 
up in the SD to cover the various professions, such as lawyers, 
doctors and others. 

The principle object of this evidence was apparently to 
show that the SD did not as ire to put only those peoplo into 
the civil service who were favorable io the rorino. Tho 
geve information and no decisions. Their purpose was not noroly 
to put only Nazis into leading positions, but persons who wore 
vest qualified as far as charactor and dependability were cor 

howover, report on hich ranking officers of 


the Farty and State. 


SD "Confidence Men" 


The agonts employed by the SD to collect this information 


were known as V-non or cor?idonco mon. A full description of 


thoir activitios is to bo found in tho ovidence of witness 
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MOEPPUER. These confidence men were unpaid and according to 
the witness, acted from unselfish motives and only in the 
interests of the State. On these grounds he considered that 
the charge that the SD was a collection of spies and informors 
was refuted. Their work was aot particularly secret and thoir 
existence was known to the whole nation. They did, however, uso 
"covor numbers", 
In general, the purpose of this testimony was to show that 
they were not strictly speaking agonts of an espionage 86171066 ه‎ 
They wore drawn from all walks of life and some of the people 
rocruited were those who took a critical attitude towards 
National Socialism. This was becauso the SD wished to get the 
ronctions of the whole population and not merely of party momborse 
It would appoar that at the end of the war about fifty 
per cent of these confidence men were regularly omployed and paid 
and the remainder were volunteers. They were not allowed to resigns 
Cross examination of this witness with regard to the book 
writton by Dr. Wernor BEST gained the admission that the book was 
correct in that up to 1941 "Te SD had been charged with investi- 
gating all forces which were of importance for the domination of 
the National Socialist movement in Germany.  HOEFPFNER said, how- 
ever, that this should not bo taken to mean that the SD had any 
executive powers in that respect. Dr. BEST'S description was open 


to misunderstanding. 


4. Tho SD and the Jewish Question 

The witnesses who covered this subject were EELICH and 
KNOCHEN.  EHLICH said thet the SD did not deal with Jewish 
probloms or carry out the extormination of Jows», They roportod, 
howover, on all sections of the population who were liable to be 
hostile to the regime. Asked by the Prosecution whether, since 
his Soction (III B of the SD) was concerned with racial problems, 
this did not involve the Jewish question, the witness answerod that 


tho problem was only dealt with in the general sense of reporting 


intelligence. -l5T- 
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Tho B]OWA Gi Program 


Dr. XNOCEZN was quostioned at length on the question of 


the deportation of Jows from France. These deportations wore 


carriod out on the orders of HIMMLER throuch the Jewish Depart- 
nont of tho RSEA under Standartenfuehror EICHMANN., BIQHMAN! 


ier es 


hal various deputies in Franco ant his immediate subordinate was 


+ 


berstandartenfuehror DANNECKER. The relation between 
the SD and &zonts in the ficld employed by BIC™MANN and DATNECKER 
to carry out their procram is no where made clear by any of the 
witnesses. 

Referred to documents which appeared to show that tho 
final solution problem was one of the aims of the SD and Security 
rolice in France, the witness stated that the SD as such? 
nothing to do with this solution. The use of the term "SD", he 
assumed as meaning the 

He explained a large number of documents as beinz duo to 

carcless abbreviation of the term "SD" which should really 
have meant the GESTAPO, Security Police or RSHA. 

The witness was cross-examined rezerdinz the allesed 
burning and blowing up of synagogues in Faris in October 1941. 
(Pago 1318 of the transcript) It appears that an SS officor was 
instructed by HEYDRICH to deliver explosives to an anti-soritic 
eroup of Frenchmen to carry 5 the outrazese. Documents and 
reports from HEYDRICE anc tho German military command in Paris 
indicated that the orders cer. iod by SS Lieutenant SAMER cano 
from KNOCHEN himself. He, t wovor, denied that this wes so end 

he original orders cam: “rom EEYDRIOE who wrote a lottor 
explanation which exonerated him. In any case, this blowing 


of synazoruos was not relevrit to the charees arainst the SD. 


A ^ 3 5 
All the witnesses donioà that tho SD had any control over 


v 


concentration campa or any oxocutive powers with rozarà to the 
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c^rryin- out of tho "bullet decree", the Nacht unà Neabsl doeroe 
or tho suppression of political and racial undesirables. 

CONrrNER seid that tho SD at no tine issued any orders 
rozarding the sottin- up of concontration camps nor did it own 
or control any. 

Referred to a number of documents which ordered tho 
Security rolice and SD in Brussels and elsewhere to throw persons 
into concentration camps, HOBPFNER said that tho Chiof of tho 
Security rolice ani SD in carryinz out such orders would bo 
acting in his capacity as Chief of tho Security Folice alone 
and not of the SD. The SD dil not report on individuals who 
should bo thrown into concontration camps. 

Fow far the GXSTAFO or othor organizations actod upon 
reports mace by tho SD is not entirely clear. In zeneral it 
would appear that they were asked for thoir advice before àoci- 
sions rozarcine particular cases were made by the GESTAPO, . This 
was certainly true with regard to their investigations into the 
relizious quostion. 

verious othor documents with reference to cornittel orders 
were shown to this witness where the SD was on the distribution. 
Eo seid such orders were sent to them for information and did : 
mean that thoy had to take any action. 

No units of the SD wo:o ovor used as concentration camp 
1605 and within the Reich, Ant III (Home Intellisence) novor 
received reports on concentration camps. 

Tho witnosscs PLAZA and MILCH (transcript of tho Tribunal 
January llth and March llth, 1946) were in error in doseribin= 
that thoy had seen SD officials in concontration camps. As 
proviously &osceribod the words "SD" woro ofton worn on tho 


Slooves of thoir uniforms by SS mon end other formations, 


(b) Tho "Bullet Docreo" 
The so-called "bullet docroe", 


treatment of prisoners, D 569, tho Docu 
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transfer of prisogors of war to tho GESTAPO, did not involve tho 
SD in thoir execution. Tho SD was, however, concerned with 
counter-intelligonce among prisoners of war, €g., tho offoct of 
prisoner of war onploymont on tho population in zonoral. 

115 PS, USA 244, concerninc Russian prisoners of war who wore to 
bo shot in concentration camps, was only sont to tho SD for infor- 


mation. 


(c) The "Nacht unà Nabel" Decroo 

The Nacht und Nabel deeroe (Reference page 36 of the 
German transcript of the SS trial brief) only concerned tho SD 
in the intollizenco sphoro. Its purpcse was to report to the 
central omisration office wich regulated the return of racial 
Germans to the Reich on the Volksdum principle. (See above) 

In France, accordin~ to KNOCHEN, concentration camps wore 
nenaged by the French Government. The French police were rosponsi- 
ble for sending people thers and the SD never interfored with 
these camps or carried out tortures or executions. (Page 459) 

Roference was made i. various documents submitted by the 
rrosceution to a number of -rrests of members of the Resistance 
end to pitched battles in villages in various parts of Franco. 

The witness seid that the large majority of alleged atroeitics 
carried out were in fact military moasuros to protect tho troopse 
If any members of the Seeurity Police and SD participated, this 
was on the orders of the local military commander. (Sco documents 


1915 RE 422 and 7257 RF 405). 


V 


The Comnmer.o Order 
The treatment cf Commendos and paratroopers so far as it 
concerned the SD was fully ¿discussed in the hearing of the witness 
KNOCHEN. Tho Commando Oréor of October 14, 1942, Documont PS 498, 
The cxecution of this order did not bolong 
to tho tasks of tho SD in France. Hore again, as on other occen 


sions, he stated that tho torn "SD" wag ofton mistakenly uso? to 
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mean tho GESTAPO or Sectrity 2011600. He said that in soneral 
tho exprossion "handing over ta tho SD" moans handing over to 
Department -t of the Security Police. The interprotation of tho 
Prosocution's documents is, therefore, incorrect. It is quite 
untruo that paratroopers of French nationality who landed in 
British uniforms wore arreste. by tho SD or that tho SD carriod 
out any interrogation of prisoners of war or practiced third 
cogree on then. 
Anon* tho Frosceutic . documents referred to on this sub= 
ject, in addition to the Commando Order referred to above, were 
S 553 US Exhibit 500 to which tho witness answered that tho SD 
was nct responsible for carrying 0115 8 regarding sabotage, 
385 US 806, Document 531 PS, US 550, 532 PS, RF 365 and 


FS, US 551. All these documents referred to the handing 
over of prisoners to the SD and Security Folice, The reference 
to the SD is a mistake. 
(Note: The referene> to paratroopers is Document 
PS 1276, US 520 and to the arrest of "terrorists" 
by fiold policemen of tho SD is Document F257, 
Field Day Book of the Fiold Command 588.) 
All of theso witnessos gave the same answer that tho SD 
was not concerned or intended (Soo pages 461 to 477 of the ovi- 


dence of KNCCHEN). 


6. activities of ا‎ 

Questioned by Defense Counsel coneerning the task of his 
section of the SD in occupiod torritory, the witness EMLICH said 
that its function was to gathor information about the population. 
He was acquainted with the activities of Binsatzcruppon ani his 
section received reports from members of the SD who belonged to 
them. These were reports on the offect on the morale of tho 
population of the shooting of Russian Jows and other measurose 
These reports never mentioned mass extermination but in any caso 


this was a matter for tho RSNA. In some cases the population 
-l4l- 
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wore reported tc "deplore": such shootines, in other cases they 
were said to havo actually participated. There were no reports 
aftor 19:5 reccived in this connection. 

Since the SD was nerely an intelligence service it would 


not order shootings but mercly reported their effocts. 


Poports made by Einsatzzrunpen 

Shown a report of Eii.etzzruppen A, Document L-180, ho 
a7reed he might have seen parts of it or have dealt with matters 
in it that concerned his section. The SD did not uso eas vanse 

The Prosecution read. him the affidavit of OZJLENDORF cone 
cerning the activities of Li catzsruppen D in Russia, in which 

is said that ^pproxinatol,; 90,000 mon, women and children 
were liquidated. Most of theso were Jews. 

Asked whether a report by the Chief of the SD did not show 
that members of the SD were concerned in the execution of Jows, 
he answered that as far as he knew such executions 
to the orders’ which were furnished to the members of Amt III for 
their employment in the Bart". If members of the SD did tako 
pert in the execution of Jow“ they did not do that by way of 
their normal functions but cn orders of the commander of their 


Einsatzgruppe e 


In regard to force? abor and ceportation, the witness 
ceclared the SD concerned itself only with Gorman minorities 2nd 
their problens. It had no »»s*hority to punish foreign workers 
and it was quite untrue as  'lezod by the Frosecution that they 
assorted any control over thom within the Reich. They did, how- 
ever, advise tho Reichsfuehrer SS as to whether deportation 
shonld be carried out and tho deportation referred to in Documont 
L 61 was not authorize? by the Reichsfuehrer SS as a result of tho 
reports made by the SD, 


The witness HOEPPNER said that the decisive question with 


regard to the connection between the SD and Einsatzgruppen was 


D 
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whether these men during their attachmont to the Hinsatzsruppcn, 


7 
could be said to be carrying out intellizente functicns or police 
functions. FOEPPNER cid not say exactly what the difference was 
5otwoon the intellizence functions or the polico functions. It 
is, however, reasonable te assume that he meant intelliconco 
functions in the sense of reporting on the reaction of tho popule- 
tion to such measuros as distinct from police functions which wore 
executive and would include the active operations ef tho Zinsatz- 
He admitted that personnel of the SD served in the 


Hinsatzeruppen quite as much as the personnel of the Socurity 


7. The SD and The Church 
In definine tho functions ef Group III C of Ant III of 
meva a lonz doscripticn ef the relationship 
between the SD and the Church with reference to the charge that 
the SD cooperated with tho GUSTArO and the party in persecuting 
tho church anc. confiscating church property. 

Tho SD's function was merely to report on relision ani 
education in zenoral. There was no collahoratien between the 
GZSTAPO and the SD for tho purpose of persecuting tho church and 
in any case the Ant IV of the GESTAPO had an independent office 
dealing with church problems. It was true that a number of SD 
"church specialists" woro transferred to the GESTAFO but these 
wero only very few in number. Ho asrocd that a quantity of records 
on church problems was sont to tho G2STAZ2O from the SD but that 
Gil not mean the SD was assis‘ ing the GESTAFO to appese or porso- 
cute the church. Tho function of Ant III was to observo and 
report on the criticisms of church-coinz pepulation on tho 
mnoasures ef tho party. This was not in order to shew that tho 
c^urch-zoin; population was in opposition to tho party but to 
suporviso the rolicious needs of the population "from the point 
of viow of the party". 


The SD did not involve itsolf in the exploitation of 
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church property (Seo Documont R-101) or persecuto the National 
Czech Church (Sce Document 1538 prosontod by the Russian prosocu- 
tion). It did not persecute Folish priosts. 

Fe said that whilo the SD accepted the principles of 
National Socialisr, they rojected the attitude of BORMANN toward 
the Church. BORMANN'S policy of hostility towards the Church was 
not successful and in 1942 ninoty percent of the membors of tho 


party wore church men, including cighty percent of the SS. 


8. Tho SD and Orivcs Azainet Praco 

The evidence of NAUJOCKS rofors to the alleged organization 
by the SD of the sirmlatod frontior incident at Bleiwitz on the 
Polish border, in Aucust 1939. Witness NAUJOCKS stated that ho 
was personally omployod by HEYDRICH to carry out tho task and 
that the SD officos, Arts III, VI and VII wore not employed in 
this instance, nor wore they informed by hin. 

The witness denied that ho was zivon this task 50 
of his membership in any of theso offices (ho was a nonbor of 
Ant VI) but because HEYDRICH know him personally. He rocoivod 
his orders direct from him. The reforonco to "SD non" as taking 
pert in tho Gleiwitz inci^uoit is based on a misunderstanding of 
tho meaning of this term as cescribed above. 

As already remarkod there is little evidence regarding the 
knowledge of criminel activities by mombers of the SD. Tho witness 
EELICE said that the reports made by his section on tho Pinsatz- 
eruppen were only sont to a very small number cf people. In 
witness! group of ninety persons ho estimated that only threo 
or four could have known or s sports on tho shootins of Jows. 

With rogard to tho evidence of voluntary or compulsory 
membership in tho SD, little was said by tho witnesses. It 
appears that the V-men wore mainly volunteers although about 
fifty percent of them wero regularly omplcyoc and paid, Thoy 


cculd not, however, resign. 
-1l ~ 


FUNT 


H2740-0153 


TUI 





MAOA 


H2740-0154 


THE GENERAL STAFF AND HIGH COMMAND 


The Defense called: 


GENERALFELDMARSCHAL: GERD VON RUNDSTEDT, Commander-in- 
Chief West until March 1945. 


GENERALFELDMARSCHALL WILHELM LIST, who Commanded an 
Army in France, Poland and Greece until 1912. 


GENERALFELDMABESER: 7 ERIC VON MANSTEIN, who Commanded 
the llth Ayy in 1942, 


GENERiL MER INFANTERIT TEREODORE BUSSE, who Commanded 
a Corps in July 19ll and was later appointed t 
Command the 9th Army. 


GENERALOBERST HANS REINHARDT, who Commanded the Third 
Panzer Army and Army Group Center until January 1915. 


GE NERALFELDIARECHALIL RITTER VON LEEB, Commander-in- 
Chief Army Group Noth on the fustian Front in 191. 


GENERAL DER KAVALLERIE SINGFRIED WESTPHAL, Chief of 
Staff in Italy fror 1943 to 19lh. 


GENERALFELDMARSCHALL ALPERT KESSELRING, Commander-in- 
Chief West at the end of the War. 


The following witnesses were cross-examined by the 
Defense on Affidavits subi.’ sed by the Prosecution. Their 
evidence is referred to in i is report. 


GENER LFELDWARSCHALL WALTER VON BRAUCHITSCH, Commander- 
in-Chief of the ir; until 19)1. 


MAJOR CONERAL ..DOI SUSINGZR, Chief of the Operations 
Section of the Hig’ Command of the Army from 1910 to 
19ll. 


GENERAL WALTER SCHELLENBERG, in middle of May 19h3 
was Chief of Section E of Amt IV of the RSHi. 


GENERAL FRANZ HALDER, Chief of the General Staff of 
the irmy. 


AL HANS ROETTINGER, Chief of the lth Army of 
the "Dentro army Groupe 


It appears that the Counsel for the Defense wishes 
to establish following: 

l. The officers beionzing to the General Staff and 
High Command did not form a defined group in the sense alleged 


by the Prosecution. 
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2. They did not conspire with HITLER to plan an 
war. The re-buil ing and training of the German 
army from the coming of the Nazis until 1939 was based on a 
thoory of defense. 
3. ‘thoy were not in a position to influence the 
decision of the higher political leaders. The 
military commanders kept clear of politics and did not sub=- 
i principles. They wero, however, true to the 
oath that they swore to the Fuehrer and carried out orders 


0 


accordins to their traditions. 
he They did not conspire with other organi zat 
in particular the SS, SD, and GEST..PC to comit war crimes or 
crimes against humanity. They sabotaged the execution of 
Commissar Crder, the Commando '^rder, and repressive 
i occupied territories. 
in à position to resign their 


p 


comaands staff appointnents, particularly after 1913 


without fear of serious consequences t 
families. 
The evidence for the High Command may be consid 
under the following headings: 
Denial that the High Command vas 
156 used by the Prosecution. 
Composition of the General Staff and defail of 


correctness of charts submitted by the Prose- 


training of the German Army fron 


u 
Its unpreparedness for war. 
High Command conspired with 
1 


to promot. an aggressive war or that 


informed of his 8 


connection. 
= $77 ~ 
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The attitude of the General Staff towards 


National Socialism and its ideals. Their 
Cath of allezisnce to HITLER. 

Denial of the charge of violation of the rules 
of war: 


(1) Zinti-partican measures in Russia, Italy and 


. monuments and the scorched 


nolicy of the army towards civilians 
occupicd territory in the East 
of Einstzz;rupoen and SD Units to 
Deportation and Extermination of 
The revolt of the Polish resistance 
Warsaw in 19l, 
The treat:;cat of prisoners of war in 
treatment of prisoners of war in the ‘West. 


1 


Cperations against the French Resistance and 


h wostorn 


urdorerov i0vonents i 


The Oradour Incidente 


The Commaico Order, 


(10) Treatment 1f the civilian population in 


occupied territory in the West, 
(11) The charge of bombing open cities. 
VII. Knowledge of specific crines, 
VIII. Whether membership was compulsory and whether the 
relinquishing of ls LE ar nts 


“re nA 0663 h’ 
was possible. 





no 


main points which the Defense have 
in calling von RUNDSTEDT, von BRAUCHITSCH 
16 the General Staff and High Command 
group. Von BRAUCHITSCH, who was cross 


" 


Joionse on ec» 


July 1916 on an Affidavit sub- 


he Prosecution, was asked to explain the 


that the Prosecution regarded 


unified organization, and voi UCHITSCH 


UCH. 


mutua] 


NO 


conversations he 


of Cross 


certain 


ms for 
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military clique such as existed in Japan. He said that he 
did not know of any other nation where such a clique existed, 
at any rate not in Ger The position of the German 
Generals was that they individually received orders and obeyed 
then. (Sec page 1333 of the t.anscript). 

LIST on the samc subject (see page 295l of the trane 
script) says that there was no political union among the G 
and that officers were appointed solely on the basis of their 

1 


military qualifications. The same evidence was given by ol 


Claim that Commanders-in-Chief not finally appointed 
marae, D^ am RRA Fen. - — — — ^ nae 
should bo excluded. 


With respect to Document US 778 which enumerated by 
naine those persons who are considered as belonging to the 
Goncral Staff and High Command, the witness Dus 
of Generals who he alleged had not been appointed to the 
positions which they are statea have held. (This ovidence 
was objected to by the Prosecution on the grounds that the 


ess could not po dis as a mere Army Corma 


appoint-ent was never confirmed. It would 
was customary for commanders of formations 
the status of an Army and higher to be on six months probation 
before their final appointments as Commanders-in-Chief, On 
the Defense submit that a number of Generals should 


be excluded fron the indictment. BUSSE gave 


31 Generals in this conncotion. 
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IIe Composition of the General Staff and Denial of 
the Correctness of Charts Submitted by the Prosccution. 
LL a a M —MM— 


Witnesses for tii. Defense criticized the chart 
contained in Affidavit No. 1 (Document US 531) sworn to by General 
HALDER, which purported to show the composition of the CKV. The 
chart was incorrect insofar as it showcd KEITEL as having juris- 


diction over the three branches of the Armed Forced, 


Fuchrer. REINHARDT disagrecd with tho final sentence 

to the effect that the military leaders described in tho 

represented the actual Gonoz:1 Staff and Supreme Command 

German army. Hc said that tho Gonoral Staff consisted of the 
officers (tho actual translation was "Leadership 
and the respective comnandcrs-in-chief. The chart 
affidavit No. 2 (USA 532) sworn to by von BRAUCHITSCH 

contains the sare mistake. (See pages 1703, 

the transcript). 

H.LDER cross-examiicd by Dr. Laternsor was asked regard- 
ing the mmer in which his affidavit had been mde. The Defense 
was understood to imply that sone misunderstanding 
Prosecution had taken placc as to the meaning of the chart. 
HELDER appcared to admit that the sketch ho had made could bo 
misunderstood. The reason for this was that connecting lines 
had been drawn between HITLER and KEITEL and between KEITEL, 
REDER, GCERTHG and BRUCE {SOH. Thon again a connectine lino 
had been drawn between BRiUCHITSCH as Cormander-in-Chief of 
the iry, between H.LDGR hinself as 
him to the various coinandc:;-in-chicf of the irm groups, 
agrced with the Defense Cov hat this mizht be liable to 
tisintcrpretation because in reality BR -UCHITSCH, RAZDER and 
GOLRING were never under K` ITEL but HITLER, just as the Command- 
6re~in-Chief of Army grow ~ were never under H.LDER hiss 
Chief of Staff. Commanders-in-Chicf of Army groups were under 


١ 


the Commander-in-Chiof of the irav von BRAUCHITSCH. 
y I 
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After this explanation, the Defense went on to the 
question as to who actually ticnsmitted the orders. HALDER 
was asked whether it was correct that orders went from the 
Commander~in-Chief of the Arr 7 to the Chief of Staff and that 
the latter passed on the orc rs independently to army groupse 

Department of the Chief of Staff was not 
he transmitted the orders that came fron 
(The object of this cross-examination 
as fer as the se of the General Staff is concerned was 
that tho Prosecution had presented an in- 
correct pieture of thc chain of com 
that tho sketch he had made could be misunderstood and that it 
required verbal cxplanation. 
ss-exanined on his version of the 
existence of anything ; resembling 
às Command ~-in-Chief, he said 
iruy groups had conferences with him and received 


advice and recommendations. 


the chain of 
another. BRIUCHITSCH saiad that if it was thought that 


h 1 


show the channels throuch which orders 
to misunderstandinc. 
as supreme commander 
He agreed with HALDE 
Chiefs of Staff themselve id not issue orders 
Commissioner respectfully suggests that 


account of the evidencc shoul: sad in conjunction with 


the affidavits submitted.) 
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According to von MiNSTEIN, on April lst, 1930, the 
German ùrny had seven Infantry Divisions, three Cavalry Divisions, 
no heavy artillery, tanks or air force. There were no fortifica- 
tions or armament industry and no reserves of munitions. it this 
date proparations wore made for mobilization of the Army and its 
raising to 21 divisions, even though one-half or one-third of 
the men could not be supplicd with aru: The first concentration 
3lans knowm as "Plan Red" wore dram up in august 1935. They 
consisted of mancuvers and training o ssis of three army 
groups in the West in case attack bj nce; two or three in 
atzek by Poland, and frontier protection 
Czechoslovakia, The "Plan Green" was drawm up 
is of a war on two fronts. The object of 


3 n 
1 


ation and maneu. rs was purely defo 

Von RUNDSTEDT, i10 was Commander-in-Chiof in Berlin 
curing the carly growth of the Reichswehr, said that in 1939 
HITLER was extremely indignant with von FRITSCH, Co:mander-in- 

my, who had opposed his plan to increase the 
von FRITSCH was dismissed 
RAUCHITSCH appointc^ 

Even in 1939 t): German Army was ill prepared for 
war. It could not be compa: 3 with thc same force in 191). 
armament had taken place at too great a specd contrary to the 
advicc of the high command. w divisions were formed from 


ill-trained troops and there was a serious lack of trained 


“weserves and qualifica tank personnel. 


Defensive “ature of Training 
ن‎ 9 


—— | —— |١ 


REINUIID, whe was director of training from 1933 
to 19375 said that nc chance tock place in the methods of traine 


ing after the conferences with HITLER in 1937, as a result 


, b E $ \ “ ^ A 
which it was decided to increase. the Army. Training was purely 
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ns 


summary of the evidence r.a RUNDSTEDT on this 
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decision to 
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ef the Folish Corridor 
denial from von RUNDSTEDT who said that the military lcade 
believed that the Polish Corridor question could be solved 
Ho admitted, however, in cross-oxarination that 
the regaining of forner German territory had become a ques 
of homor for nany men s of the German Army. Asked how he 
persistcd in the belief t the Polish question 
could bc settled peacefully in view 
Wehrmacht and cf hostile propaganda towards thi 
that he believed that sufficient pressure would 
on Poland to induce her to 
a result of tho Russisn-Gorman pact. 
transcript.) Even after HITLER'S 
august 1939 at Be 
think that war was unavoidable. 
the treaty wit 
ttack by Poland on Gernany. 
would have 
tenland. The 
LUCHTTSCH opposed 


Wait until 


violsticn 


JE 


4 . p 
sium and Dutch 


LER'S decision 


Attack on 
March 1941, HITLZR informed the military leaders 
1 to attack Russia. This decision was on trary 
the General 
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that the march into 
Czechoslovakia in 1939 v € breach of the treaty and an act of 


sercssion. He would not commit himself when 2 asked about tho 


entry into Belgium cxeopt t say that he belicved th 
Belgiun was not an aggression because Belgian territory had 
ready been violated by the 
MANSTSIN also claimed that the General Staff was 
consulted concerning Germar 
occupation of tho Rhincland, ‘he only cople who were informed 
by HITLER about the latter operation were von BLOMBERG 
FRITSCH. They bo opposed it, ñs a result FRITSCH was 
crwards distrusted the 
The German army was totally unprepared 
f austria and MANSTEIN had to work 
eceupation within five or six hours. 
MAJNSTEIN was Chief of Staff of Army Group Sc 
tine of the Berghof meeting oi 2 August whin the Polish 
tion was discussed HITLER appeared to consider the Polish 
situation hopeless l^causo tia: Western vowers could not 
would not interfere. He also referred te a pact with 
GIN @id he cane away with the ii pression that a political 
intended and cv fter the 31st 
under the impression that 
peaceful occupation of the S Jotenland. He decla red that whon 
ampaien was finished tho OW and 1 irtually all 
commanders were opposed 
war in 
& result 
particularly the suprene 
commande 
was © General “taff officer in April 1939, and 
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prepared a training progran which was approved by the Chicf of 
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the Gencral Staff in .ugust. 


the lst of Cctober 1939, 


declared 


1 3 "d ey a 
that he would not have | to carry 
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had known that there 


10 occupation of the Thincland, 


only three battalions were sent across 


no military significance. 
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FRITSCH, von FRITSCH never mentione 
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REINHARDT said that in the sumer of 1942 partisan war- 
fare increased. The partisans were often in liaison with Russian 
units, a د‎ a result he had to take action against them to 
protoct his own lines of supply and communications. 
partisans acted ii tal disregard to rules of warfare. (Sce 
pages 1679 to 1680). He disputed tho statement of General 
HEUSINGER in a Prosecution Affidavit No. 20 (US. 564) that the 
methods of anti-partisan War are gave the Army commanders an 
opportunity to carry out the systematic reduction of avs and 
Jews. 

He defined as a partisan anyone who was found wit} 
weapon, or a person who car:-..i out an act of ٠ 


prinarily interested in maintaining the discipline of his troops 


ot permit then to accord harsh treatment to vartisans. 


e 


The best proof of this was the fact that largo groups of parti- 
sans were taken prisoner, 
Italy 
General VESTPH.L, who was Chicf of Staff to KESSELRING 

Italy, stated that KESSE/ PING had a "great sympathy for the 
Italian people". He sa mat in the Autum of 1913 partisan 
activities in Northern Italy were a serious meancc to the German 
troops and increased Y Lew fter June 19lhlh. There was an 
SD representative with whor he cooperated in regard to matters 
connocted with partisans. Qwene occasion partisans attacked a 
Gerran police company in the streets of Rome and 35 men were 
killed and about 80 wounded. Hc managed t stop the burning 
down of buildings as repris: i: 4 decision then had to be taken 

to whether hostages had to be shot. As a result of an order 
y the OKW, the SD leader Kappler informed KESSELRING that there 
were over 300 persons under arrest who were already sentenced to 
death. KESSELRING raised no objection that these people should 
be rogarded as hostages and executed, For purposes of propaganda, 
the Italian people informed that these people had been taken 
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\ 
hostages, although in. fat they were already 
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under arrest. 


FILE 


H2740-0170 


Sof 





T mSTPY T 
wind J 0 


the population was ever carriod 
evidence that 


1 
Tet 
UI CA 


يعر عل ملك 5 
campal unc‏ 


German irmy 
Ho denied that 

against partisans. 
There my 
contact between the German Army and Tito. 
subject was given by witnesses for 


Ead 


f Cbersturnfuehrer 


Prope 


erad 


bserve 


an entire month 


Gormans 


5 b WTGCTn 
0101 KESSE] 


docs not a a o0 be any evidence 


ans, discussed 


destruction, 


اللا 


IMI 


H2740-0171 





museumse Crossecxamincd on USA Exhibit Ni 1 LTLER'S Order 


GGL 


every thi ing 
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before he entered the Russian campaign 


BUSSE said 


a counter-intellizcnee informed hin that Dinsatzorup) 
Ld the / perform political 
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said that the SD units or Pinsatzzruppen 


22 ^M 
were attached to tho rmy only in c senso. 
zeneral attitude of the Army commanders who fave evidence was 
that they were fzr too busy fightin: to know about these 


units, 


The Defense Counsel cross-exarined General SCHELLENBERG 


Wl 113 


ro;arding his affidavit for the Frosecution according to which 


م 


responsible units of the Army were to help in all activitics of 
3itz2ruppon of the Asked by D Laternser what he 

neant by "all activitics" keeping 

free of the rear 

who belonged to Amt III himself, said that he felt some distruct 
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towards the Quartermaster General VGN 
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cents 
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activiticse 
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Einsatzgruppe D had killed 90,000 Jews in one year within the 
area of the llth Army was as follows: o Army area was from 
Chernovitz to Rostov about 1200 kilometers long and 400 kilo- 
meters wide. Three or four German armies operated in this area. 
There were very fow Jews in the sector as they had alrcady taken 
refuge elsewhere, If the SD tid in fact shoot Jews, it would 


have becn done in a very lonely spot. At any rate, he never 


heard 


Civilians 
rn nmm 13*34 1 1 3 
cmollwions by the Russians 


the railroad stahinan. itt Tor هت‎ 
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icultural workers 


German Army removed 7,000,000 
This nurbor of horses would 
f L000 
livision, w ns the German army hac 
Divisions at a jo time on the Eastern Front, 
(5) The Revolt of the Polish Resistance > in Warsaw in hb, 
charge of Army Group Conter at the time 


cf the Warsaw uprising, General von dem BACH, who 


of the Binsatagruppe engarcd in suppressing 
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The 9th amy, in his 
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the Russian attack prossinc on 
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said that ha. mea ever hoamé--€ thios REINHARDT acknowledged 


-v 


that fur boots were removed from Russian prisoners of 1 
durin; the winter of 19) ona 19h2. He considered this 
justificd because the Russinn soldicrs in question had other 
Shocse 
RUNDSTEDT :lso declnved himself to be a firm believer 
treatment of captured prisoners of war accordin^ to the 
Convention. He s that hc had heard of the shooting 
american soldicrs at '"alucdy, whercupon he imnediately 
ordered a detailed report .ron Goncrol MODEL his was when 
RUNDSTEDT was Commander-ineviticf "Jost at tho tine of the Battle 
of the Bulee.) The statorent of the witness von DERESSEN 
the order for this execution must have come from tho Hir eh 
Command is completely fa The actual order was thai 
orisoners as possible should be taken in order to 


e propaganda in Germany. (See transcript page 


There does not apy to have been any evidence given 


prisoner of war camps in Ger 


(8) Opor: "ons jr: inst the French Resistance and 


Under d 
TIL ———- 4 
شود ا کے‎ 


RUNDSTEDT said that 
execution of reprossive measures against 
to commit sabotare 
that combined opposition by 11 the Generals against 

. methods proposed in iussia and France would have ro- 

sulted in their withdrawal, ‘The on] .y result of such opposition 
would have been the replacemcnt of a roca type of General 
Offiocr by SS non, 

The same form of sabo tage that was applied to the 
Commissar Omer was applied to measures in France acoinst tho 
resistance, The mil: itary co:mander worked with tho 8D and 


Securi ty Police, reeeivine or.ors from tho OKT. Comnandor-in- 
I57 o. 
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Chief West, the post hold by RUNDSTEDT, also maintained order 
in France when the resistance novoncnt became more intense in 
HITLER accusec the Hich Command in France of too much 
incul^zenec with the I'ctain Government and lack of onercy in rc- 
prcssinz the resistance movencnt. 
RUNDSTEDT said that for a lon- tine he accepted the 
losses of his troops as a result of activitius of the resistance 


without reprisal. He nado frequent appeals to Ictain to warn the 

* unGorcrounc to stop thcir agsressions. Finally it becane necesgary 
to take severe measures against the resistance novements. In i 
the operations that followed no planes and very few tank were 


usec. The German troops never bombarded the whole locality but 


confined their action to particular stron; points. 


set fire to the church in which wonen and childron were hidin- 
wis on the march from Southern France to Normandy. He did not 
know the results of the inquiry inte the incident. The SS 


Taxus e م‎ 334, obs "^c ^ vns N Y ory 4 p 2 bul 
Division in question was ono which tho witness had reques 








to the order of the OKW instructing military 





e resistance with all means, RUNDSTEDT was 


oi the opinion that such harshness was necessary and could not 
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RUNDSTEDT, KESSELRING and LIST claimed to have sabotaccd this 
orcor in the samo way as had been done with the Commissar Order 


in Russia. 
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Aeeordin: to RUNDSTEDT no one was ever actually hand 
ever to tho SD under these orders. The SD cooperated with hin 
In cross-cxamination RUNDSTEDT 
stly speaki is ١ 3 ho order constituted 


3 d J 11 1 , 211 1 a 


discbodienco,. He said he sent i ts concerning it in 


if paracraph با‎ of Docuncnt US 551, which called 


the Comnandc 
Docunont 531 from his cwn headquarters i ich it was reported 
thet Commando units had received the treatment pregoribec for 


His answer was that t^ or three cases may have taken 


place but on the whole th 
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capitulated was that a certain divisional radio link was not 
functioning properly. (Sco evidence of Ficld Marshal MILCH 


before the Tribunal regardi^- the bombing of Warsaw and 


Coventry ) 


VII. Knowledge 
The Generals of the High Command declared that they 
Simply reeeived orders and that they wore unacquaintod with the 
plans of tho politicians 
MANSTEIN said Laat they dic not participate in any 
political situation an^ were not informed of them until after 
the decisions had been reachd he sivine of 
subordinate is an idea tha! door not exist in 
council 
The 
depended largely on thoi: 
groups surroundin; 
of staff of OK and Commanders-in=Chicf. ‘They would 
w decisions oarlior than .( hey possibly were 


speak 


of Staffs of different branches of the OKW, 


1 


oxcepti n of OGERING, were not asked concerning the decisions 
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